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SEAL  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK  j     1686 


■r  ij/.v> 


EARLY  SEALS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW-YORK. 

The  City  of  New  Amsterdam,  now  New  York,  obtained  in  the 
year  1654  its  first  Seal,  a  fac  Simile  of  which  will  be  found  on 
the  opposite  page.  "  We  have  decreed  that  a  Seal  for  the  City 
of  New  Amsterdam  shall  bg  proposed  and  forwarded,"  write 
the  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  to  Gov.  Stuyvesant  on 
the  18th  May  1654. '  The  Vessel  by  which  it  was  sent  to  this 
country,  sailed  from  Holland  on  the  17th  or  18th  of  July 
following,"  and  on  the  8th  of  December  of  the  same  year,  "^he 
Director  General  delivered  to  the  presiding  Burgomaster  Mart. 
Crigier  the  painted  Coat  of  Arms  with  the  Seal  of  Jfew  Amster- 
dam^ and  the  Silver  Signet  w^hich  were  sent  by  the  Directors  in 
the  Ship  the  Peartree.' 

These  arms  may  be  thus  described: —  Argent  per  pale ;  three 
crosses  saltire  ;  Crest^  a  Beaver  proper,  surmounted  by  a  mantle 
on  which  is  a  shield  ar.  bearing  the  letters  G  W  C."  Under  the 
base  of  the  arms  are  the  words,  Sigillvm  Amstellodamensis  in 
Novo  Belgio: —  The  Seal  of  Amsterdam  in  New  Netherland. 
The  whole  is  environed  by  a  wreath  of  laurel. 

This  Seal  is  exceedingly  rarej  we  know  not  of  a  duplicate 
original  impression. 

There  is  no  notice  of  any  City  Seal  after  this  until  1669,  when 
Gov:  Lovelace  addressed  the  following  Letter  to  the  Mayor  and 
aldermen: — 
"  Mr.  Mayor  and  you  the  rest  of  the  aldermen 

"  As  a  Particular  Testimony  of  His  R.  Highnesse  Grace  and 
fauour  to  this  his  Citty  of  New  York,  I  am  Commanded  to  present 

1  Vanderkemp's  Trans,  of  Dutch  Rec,  iv.  136;  viii.,  98. 

2  Ibid,  iv.,  151. 

3  Ibid,  ix.,  298. 

4  "  Geoctroyeerde  West  Indische  Compagnie"  or  Chartered  West  India  Comp. 

who  were  the  Lords  or  Patroons  specially  of  Manhattan  Island. 

« 
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you  from  Mm,  this  present,  viz.:  a  publicq  -Seale  for  tlie^ 
Corporation,  a  Silver  Mace  and  [Seuen]  Gownes  both  for  the 
Mayor  and  aldermen  [and  Sheriif  ],  and  although  he  esteemes 
somme  of  these  but  as  the  Gayety  and  Circumstantial  part  of 
Government,  yet  you  may  Be  assured,  as  to  what  is  more  essen- 
tial and  substantiall,  itt  shall  recaue  all  encouragement  and 
hartey  assistance  from  him.  And  I  must  further  add,  that 
haveing  the  houn'r  to  be  his  Govern'r-General  in  these  parts,  I  doe 
assure  you  that  wherein  I  may,  any  way  be  servicable  to  you,  I 
shall  Cheerfully  apply  my  mind  to  it  who  professe  no  higher'' 
Cogitations  than  what  shall  tend  to  my  Royal  Master's  Intrest 
&  the  Publicq  Welfare  of  those  Oomitted  to  my  Charge ;  If 
therefore  you  will  Consider  of  Somme  methode  for  the  better 
regulation  of  yo^  Corporation  and  present  it  to  me,  What  I  find 
Reasonable  and  practicable,  I  shall  willingly  allow  of,  and  what 
appears  aboue  my  strength  I  shall  with  the  best  Convenience 
transmit  over  to  Receive  his  R.  H.  assent,  from  whome  I  doubt 
not,  but  you  will  haue  such  satisfaction,  as  is  agreeable  to  yo' 
Necessities  and  desires.  I  haue  no  more,  but  to  wish  you  all 
happinesse,  and  an  assurance  that  I  am 

' '^^      i  ■' •  :       •     '  Yor  affectionate  friend  and  '  "" 

«  Fort  James  the  6th  -  -  ;  Servant 

of  Octob"^  1669.  Fran.  Lovelace" 

In  1686,  a  new  seal  was  granted  to  the  City.  It  is  richer  and 
more  elaborate  than  that  of  the  Dutch,  The  Beaver  is  stiU 
preserved,  to  which  are  added  the  arms  of  a  WindmiU  and  a 
flour  barrel,  as  emblems  of  that  Industry  and  Commerce  which 
the  City  has  never  failed  to  retain.  ,       .  ■     -    ......... 

Seal  0/I686:  Sable ;  Mill-sails  in  Saltire ;  a  Beaver  in  Chief 
and  base,  and  a  flour  barrel,  proper,  on  each  side,  surmounted  by- 
a  Coronet.  Supporters,  two  Indian  Chiefs  proper  ;  the  one  on 
the  dexter  side  holds  a  warclub  in  his  right  hand  the  one  on 
the  sinister  holds  in  his  left  hand  a  bow.  In  the  dexter  corner 
over  the  Indian's  head  is  a  cross  patriarchal,  as  emblematic  of 
the  Gospel  to  which  he  is  subject.  On  the  scroll,  Sigill.  Civitat: 
Nov:  Eborac  :  The  whole  is  surrounded  by  a  wreath  of  laurel. 


V 


PAPERS  RliiAf  InS  to  THE  CITY  OF  NE^  YORK.  399 

PERMISSION  TO  DOM^  FABRICIUS  TO  PREACH  HIS  FARE- 
WELL SERMON. 

An  Answer  to  y^  last  Peticon  of  y^  Lutheran  Minisf  M^ 
Jacobus  Fabritius,  wherein  hee  requested  liberty  to  give  his 
Congregacon  a  Valedictory  Sermon,  and  to  Install  the  new  Come- 
Minisf  according  to  y^  Castome  used  by  those  of  their  Religion. 

The  Contents  of  this  Peticon  being  very  reasonable,  &  (as  I 
am  Informed)  according  to  y*=  Custom  of  ye  Augustine  Confession, 
I  doe  very  well  approve  thereof  &  Grant  the  Peticon'^  Request. 
Given  under  my  Hand  at  fibrt  James  in  New  Yorke,  this  IV^ 
day  of  August  1671.  ,  /.  f/  v;>i;    ; -i  .    i.  ;<  ;  ;  ■^\  ... 

,  i      Frans  Louelace. 


PETITION  AGAINST  REV°   J.  FABRITIUS.    24  Feby.  1674 

To  the  Worshipii  Heeren  President,  Burgomasters  &  Schepeus 
of  this  City  N:  Orange.- 

Annetje  Cornells  represents  with  very  great  humility  that  she 
hath  divers  times  requested  that  the  house  belonging  to  her  and 
her  children  from  God  &  Nature  may  be  given  up  to  her,  As  she 
is  very  sickly  and  beladen  with  the  Quartan  Ague,  having  been, 
obliged  the  whole  winter  to  sleep  in  the  garret  under  the  roof 
of  the  house,  which  truly  is  a  very  hard  thing  to  happen  to  an 
old  woman,  &  all  tliis  for  a  drunken  and  constant  prophaner  of 
God's  name,  a  ci-devant  Lutheran  Preacher,  named,  as  he  says 
Jacobus  Fabritius  her  marriexi  but  unfaithful  husband,  who  has 
driven  her  out  of  her  own  house  and  Chamber  which  she 
intended  for  her  son  ;  which  is  truly  a  matter  that  ought  not  be 
tolerated  in  a  place  where  Law  is  maintained  as  is  tlie  Case  in 
this  government,  the  good  God  be  fervently  thanked  therefor. 

The  Petitioner  therefore  humbly  beseeches  Your  Worships  to 
be  pleased  to  order  that  he  deliver  up  the  key  of  the  room 
without  delay  to  the  Petit'  And  to  interdict  or  forbid  him  to 
presume  to  enter  the  house  any  more  until  further  order  from 


400  PAPERS  DELATING  TO  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

y  Worships,  on  pain  of  certain  arbitrary  Correction  to  be  found 
fitting  by  Your  Worships,  the  rather  as  said  Fabritius  did 
Yesterday  not  only  use  force  and  violence  in  said  house,  but  also 
stole  property,  which  at  a  proper  time  shall  be  proved ; 
whereupon  awaiting  Your  favourable  apostille,  remains,  etc. 

Apostilled — 
The  accompanying  Petition  being  considered  &  read  in  Court, 
the  Petitioner  Annetje  Cornells'  request  is  granted  and  allowed, 
especially  as  Jacobus  Fabritius  hath  of  himself  left  the  house 
and,  contrary  to  the  previous  order  &  prohibition  given  him,  hath 
behaved  very  uncivilly  and  badly  ;  &  the  said  Jacobus  Fabritius 
is  ordered  to  deliver  up  the  said  key  to  the  Petitioner  and  not 
to  presume  to  molest  her  in  any  way  until  the  W.  Court  shall 
otherwise  provide  therein. 


■  ♦' 


•  COMPLAINT  AGAINST  THE  SAME.      >vn:i''' 

N:  Grange  nth  July,  1674. 

The  Hr  Schout  de  Mill  Pit  ags't  ,,.    ^        ^  ■  ,  .  ^    • 

Jacobus  ffabritius.  Prisoner  &  Dei* 
The  H""  pit  says  that  the  Deft  contrary  to  the  Order  of  this 
Court  came  by  force  on  the  11  th  July  last  into  the  house  of 
Annetie  Cornells  his  Wife,  and  brought  in  there  a  chest  against 
her  wiU  and  consent ;  pushed  a  certain  woman  named  Barentie 
with  her  spinning  wheel  off  the  road  and  moreover,  when  he  was 
warned  to  keep  still  or  that  the  Schout  should  otherwise  have  to 
be  brought,  he  gave  for  answer,  He  was  tired  of  the  Schout  and 
Burgomaster,  and  when  the  Schout  came  himself  with  order  to 
remove  him,  the  Deft,  i^e  resisted  the  Soldiers,  pushing  him 
pit  on  the  breast  with  many  other  evil  acts  :  The  H'  Pit 
therefore  demands  that  the  Offender  shall  at  least  be  banished 
for  ever  out  this  City's  jurisdiction  or  otherwise  punished 
according  to  his  deserts  as  a  person  unworthy  to  live  in  a  well 
regulated  Burghery  having  committed  divers  offences  against  the 
laws  and  ordinances  of  our  Fatherland  ;  with  the  Costs  incurred 
and  still  to  accrue. 
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Burgomasters  and  Schepens  having  heard  at  length  the 
demand  and  complaint  of  the  H"^  OfS.cer  together  with  the  answer 
and  excuse  of  the  Prisoner,  and  liaving  seen  and  considered  the 
depositions  on  both  sides,  condemn  Magister  Jacobus  fabritius 
in  a  fine  of  fl.  100.  for  the  benefit  of  the  Schout,  and  he  shall 
merely  ask  the  Court's  pardon  for  the  insults  and  injuries  com- 
mitted against  it  at  divers  times  although  he  deserved  to  be  more 
severely  punished  :  Further  their  "Worships  persist  by  their  last 
rendered  judgment  between  said  ffabritius  and  his  Wife  Annetie 
Cornelissen  dated  8*^  June  last,  with  this  explanation  that  said 
Fabritius  shall  not  presume  to  come  to  his  said  wife  without  her 
consent  or  to  give  her  any  trouble  :  Further,  paying  the  costs 
incurred  herein.  '. 


PETITION  OF  THE  ELDERS  AND  PRINCIPALS 

OF   THE    AUGSBURG    CONGREGATION  HERE.  , 

[Translation.] 

To  the  Rt  Honourable  &  Righteous  Lord  Edmund  Andros 
Govern''  General  of  New  York  etc. 
Right  Honbie  and  Eighteous  Lord 

The  Undersigned  Elders  and  Principals  of  the  Augsburg 
Congregation  here  with  due  reverence  represent  that  they  the 
Petitioners  find  to  their  Sorrow  that  some  of  their  Congregation 
have  failed  to  Contribute  according  to  their  promise — firstly,  to 
the  sending  for  and  arrival  of  a  Preacher  and  Secondly,  to  his 
Yearly  Salary,  on  which  promises  they  the  Petitioners  have 
pledged  themselves.      •  '         i 

Wherefore  the  Petitioners  are  obliged  to  repair  to  you  Right 
Honorable,  humbly  praying  that  your  Honor  w^ould  be  pleased 
to  make  such  order  therein  as  Your  Honor  may  deem  proper. 
Which  doing  they  shall  Remain 

Your  Honors  humble  & 

Faithful  Subjects 
Endorsed  Vrit  Wessels 

A  Request  from  the  Lutherans  to        Lauwerens  Andross 
the  Go  :  At  Ms  first  Arrivall  in        Martan  Meyers 
1674.  Casper  Steinmets. 

Vol.  III.  26 
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PROPOSALS  TO  EAISE  FUNDS  TO  ERECT  A  NEW  DUTCH 
<^  CHURCH. 

New  York  31st  June  1680.     At  a  Meeting  at  the  house  of  M'- 

Olave  Stevens,  of  the  minist'"s,  Elders,  Churchwardens  & 

Deacons,  M"*  Fredr.  Phihips,  M^  Cortlandt  &  Seer  of  the 

Councell,  M'  Mayor,  M'  Beeckman,  and  M^'  Jacobs,  Aldermen. 

To  consider  of  the  best  way  to  raise  money  for  the  building 

of  the  New  Church  recomended  by  the  Go  : — 

Free  will  or  Guift : —  A  publick  tax : — 

^      M"^  fii-edrick  Phihps  ^     ,  M""  Nichs  Bayard 

Mf  Steph.  V.  Cortlandt  M^  Van  Vleck 

Mr  Olave  Stephens  M'  John  Darvall. 

M""  Mayor  ' 

M''  Beeckman  - 

M'"  Jacobs      .  .^.;    .  ..     .  ,        - 

M'^  Coenraet  -  . ;   -.  ' 

J      M^P.  Bayard  ^     .  - 

D®  Newenhuysen  • 

M"^  Woolly.  ",-     ,,      •    /  ;    ,  ■:.--'• 

If  this  way  shall  not  be  effectual!  to  raise  a  competent  summe — 
That  some  other  way  bee  consider'd  of  which  referr'd  to  the 
Governor". 
How  to  give  notice — ^liouse  by  house  or  otherwise. 
To  bee  appointed  to  meete  at  certaine  times  at  the  towne  hall, 
to  give  in  their  subscriptions 

The  severall  streets, — the  Inhabitants  to  appeare  upon  notice, 
one  after  anotlier — 

The  Countrey  people  at  the  Bowery,  Harlem,  &<=  upon  the  Isl. 
to  have  notice,  and  bee  spoken  to,  by  their  Officers,  Const. 
Overseers,  &<=  :?       •    : 

What  dimensions. 

The  Church  in  the  ffort  54  foot  wood  measure  without — about 
50  within — in  breadth. 
Proposed  to  be  somew*  longer  &  broader,  but  more  in  length. 
A  quarf  pt. 


^-v; 
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OKIGINAL  SURVEY  OF  THE  NORTH  SIDE  OF  WALL 

STREET,  1685. 

By  vartue  of  a  WarraPxt  from  the  honbie  Coll.  Tho.  Dongan 
Gouaraor  Generall  of  liis  Majesties  Coll  of  New  Yorke  &c  bear- 
ing date  y«  15'^  Instant  to  mee  directed 

Haue  laid  out  ye  Nortli  East  side  of  y^  Wall  street,  beginning 
at  y«  Westermost  Cornor  of  ye  Bucthers  Pen,'  and  then  Riming 
by  an  Angle  of  313°  or  North  West  &  by  West  Nine  degrees 
fifteene  Minits  Northerly  fom^e  hundred  twenty  three  foot  to  ye 
farthest  cornor  of  the  Smyths  Street^  thence  by  an  Angle  of  323 
deg:  or  North  West  Eight  degrees  Northerly  foure  hundred 
therty  one  foot  to  y^  farthest  Cornor  of  the  Graft  Street,  =»  thence 
319  deg:  or  Northwest  foure  degrees  northerly  one  hundred 
fifety  one  foot  to  ye  farthest  Cornor  of  Stoutenbergs  garden, 
which  is  right  Opposite  to  the  South  East  Cornor  of  ye  New 
Street,*  the  saide  Street  being  laide  out  tliirty  six  foot  in  bredth, 
Performed  this  16  day  of  Decemb.  1685. 

.,,.,,     P  mee    ,  Leo.  Beckwith    Dept  Surveior 

1  Near  what  is  now  the  corner  of  Pearl  and  WaU. 

2  Now,  William  St.  ■'■'.;<■    ;,,!'    ,    .1 

3  Broad  st.  -,r    1  •         .1  1 

4  This  garden  lay  between  Nassau  st.  and  Broadway;  a  Presbyterian  Church 
occupied  part  of  it  from  1719  to  1844.    See  post.  p.  460. 


REVD  Mr  CLARKES  COMMISSION  AS  CHAPLAIN. 

.;       •       .  [  Deed  Book  VIII.  ] 

James  Duke  of  York  and  Albany  &c  Earle  of  Vlster  &c. 
Whereas  I  have  had  Sufficient  Testimony  of  the  Abilityes  and 
Integrity  of  Josias  Clarke  Clergyman  And  of  his  Fitnesse  to  be 
Chaplaine  to  the  Garrison  of  New  Yorke  I  doe  tlierefore  hereby 
authorize  &  Require  You  to  Putt  him  upon  the  Establishm*  as 
Chaplain  to  the  S^  Garrison  Accordingly;  with  such  Salary  and 
allowances  as  are    thereunto    belonging  to  Commence    from 
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Michaelmas  next  &  to  Continue  Dureing  my  Pleasure  only.  For 
which  this  Shall  be  Your  Warrant.  Given  under  my  hand  at 
Windsor  this  16*^  Day  of  June  1684. 


To  Coll  Dongan  my 
Lieutenant  and 
Governor  of  New  York 
&  its  Dependencies  in 
■    America 

By  Command  of  His  Roy"  High^s 

Jo  Werden. 


James. 


D-.i 


»,*  A  like  Commission  follows  to  Alexander  Innes,  Clerk  and  Master 
of  Arts,  dated  20th  April  1686. 


PETITION  OP  THE  LUTHERANS  FOR  A  PATENT. 

To  the  Right  Honnourable  Coll  Thomas  Dongan  Leiv*  & 
,.  Gouernof  of  and  ouer  y®  Province  of  New  Yorke  &<=  and 

to  y«^  Honnourable  Council! . 
The  humble  Peticon  of  the  Decons  of  the  Lutrens  y"^ 
Church 

Humbly  Sheweth 

That  yo"-  Peticon^s  was  and  had  allowance  and  Priveledge  to 
build  and  erect  a  Church  for  ou"^  pubhcke  youse  on  Ground 
without  y^  Gate  of  this  Citty  and  in  ord^  thereunto  Did  erect  and 
build  thereon  ;  and  afterwards  when  Gou^"  Colue  came  was  forst 
to  Remove  and  Breake  Down  w^'  was  erected  and  built  on  s^ 
Ground,  and  in  Lew  thereof,  yo^  peticon^rs  was  allotted  and 
Allowed  ye  Peice  of  Ground  within  y«  Gate  where  y®  Erected 
Church  now  Stands  and  house  adjacent  and  had  a  Patent 
thereon,  but  it  happens  to  bee  mislay ed         ; 

Yo^  hiunble  Peticon^'s  most  Humbly  Requests  a  Letter  or 
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Patent  of  Confirmation  for  yc  Premises  and  for  ye  Charge  thereof 

shall  willingly  Compute  and  Pay  yc  Same 

;        And  yo^  Peticon'^  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  euer  Pray  &= 

:     /     /:.' :  .  'iDit.-  .,..,.:   -..i..  ;::','•:  Hendrick  Williamson. 

<  ;  .  in  behalfe  of  y^  Whole  Partys  Conserne^ 

*»•  The  Church  mentioned  in  the  latter  part  of  the  above  petition  stood  at 
corner  of  Broadway  and  Rector,  a  little  South  of  Trinity,  on  the  Site  of  the  late 
Grace  Church.  Greenleaf  states  (Hist,  of  the  Churches  of  New  York,  1846.)  that 
it  was  erected  in  1702,  but  this  is  evidently  an  error  as  appears  by  the  above 
document. 


I  lO  I 


PETITION  OF  THE  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  AT  NEW  YORK 
TO  BE  EXEMPT  FROM  TAXES. 

To  the  R.t  Honorable  Thomas  Dongan  Lieu*  and  Governor  Vnder 
his   Royall  High^s    of  New    Yorke    and  Dependencies   in 
i:,.;  America.  >.•■    ^  ■,!;.■■:•, -s-.e '■  \'    " 

' '      The  humble  Peticon  of  the  Lutheran  Congregacon  in  the 

Citty  of  New  York 
Sheweth 

That  by  the  allowance  of  yo'^  honors  Predecessors  &  the  Acts 
of  the  Generall  Assembly  the  said  Congregacon  haue  had,  and 
still  haue  Diverse  Libertys  Privillidges  and  Immunitys  granted 
allowed  and  Confirmed  to  them  &  their  Place  of  Worship  and 
other  Religious  houses  and  Places  in  this  Citty  &c  haue  alwayes 
been  held  reputed  and  Esteemed  as  Priviledged  Churches  & 
Places  Nothwithstanding  which  in  a  Tax  or  Assessment  now 
made  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  this  Citty  the  said  Church 
and  other  Rehgious  houses  are  Assessed  &  rated  as  if  they  were 
the  Estates  &  freehold  of  a  Private  Person,  and  as  such  are 
taxed,  altho  the  Religious  houses  and  Places  in  this  Citty  for 
those  of  the  Caluinest  opinion  are  wholly  Exempted  &  ireed  from 
any  such  Imposition  tax  or  Rate  Your  Peticoners  therefore 
humbly  Pray 

That  your  hono""  wiU  be  pleased  to  Examine  the  Premises  and 
takeing  them  into  your  serious  Consideracon  grant  that  the  said 
Church  and  other  Rehgious  houses  and  Places  belonging-  to  the 
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said  Lutliren  Congregacon  may  as  well  as  the  Religious  houses 
and  Places  of  the  other  Cliristian  Professors  allotted  vithin  this 
Citty  &  Prouince  he  Released  freed  exempted  and  Priuiledged 
&om  any  such  Tax  Rate  or  assessment  and  that  your  hono''  will 
Please  to  giue  such  order  Concerning  the  same  as  shall  appear  to 
your  Hono'"  to  be  fitt  &  Requisite.  ■•    ' 

And  yor  Peticoners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c. 

ORDER  OF  COUNCIL  THEREUPON.   ,  '   ,f 

September  the  6th  1684. 

This  within  Peticon  being  read  before  the  Governor  and 
Council  it  was  Their  Opinion  that  the  house  Appointed  for  the 
Lutheran  Minister  to  line  in  should  be  as  free  and  Exempted 
from  Taxes  as  that  of  the  Dutch  and  ffrench  ]\Iiuisters,  and  the 
Peticon  is  Referred  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen. 

By  Ordr  in  Council.  ^  ; 

A  true  Copy.    J.  Spragg  Sec'y.         ■ 

%*  It  appears  by  Deed  Book  VIII.  204,  in  Secretary's  office,  that  Dominus 
Barnaedus  Akisses  was  Minister  of  the  Lutheran  church  in  New- York  in 
1688.         ... 


/  -         THE  KING'S  CHAPEL. 

To  His  Excellency  Benj^  Fletcher  Captain  Generall  and 
Gouenor  In  Chief  of  His  Majesty  province  of  N.  Yorke, 
and  the  Honbie  Counsell. 

The  petticon  of  Derex  Van  Burg 

Humble  sheweth  y*  whereas  yo^  peticoner  haue  by  yo^  Excel- 
lency's order  bin  Imployed  in  Building  his  Majesty  Capell  with 
seaveral  other  buildings  in  and  aboute  liis  Majesty  Fort  Wilham 
Henry  in  N  Yorke  for  the  accomplishment  of  which,  by  Labour 
and  other  Materialls  belonging  to  his  Occupation,  there  Is  become 
dew  to  him  Nine  Hundred  and  Odd  pounds  Current  money,  as 
by  the  accompt  already  past  the  Auditt  of  the  CounseU  and 
accompts  now  befor  tliis  Hon^'abie  Rord  may  appeare. 

Now  yo^"  petioner  haueing  greate  and  pressing  Occation  for  his 
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money  that  is  dew  to  liim  Humbly  prays  tliatt  liis  wliole 
Accompts  may  be  Adjusted  and  past,  and  a  warrant  Isliued  out 
by  his  Excellency  to  his  Majesty  Collectors  or  receaver  Generall 
to  pay  the  same  and  yo^^  petecion'  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever 
pray.  .      ;  DV  burgh 

[14  March  1695.]   '  \  .    ^ 


i40»«- 


PETITION  FOR  LEAVE   TO  PURCHASE  GROUND  FOR  AN 
ENGLISH  CHURCH  IN  N  YORK. 

To  his   Exce''   Benjamin   Fletcher,  Capt  Generall    and 
Govern^  in  Cheife  of  the  Province  of  New  York  Pro- 
vince of  Pensilvania  Country  of  New  Castle  and  aU  the 
Tracts  of  Land  Depending  thereon  in  America  and 
Vice  Admirall  of  the  Same  &c. 
The  Petition  of  Sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Citty  of  New  York 
IMembers  of  the  Church  of  England — 
Humbly  Sheweth 

That  Wliereas  y^  Petition''^  are  Desirous  to  build  a  Church 
within  this  Citty  for  the  use  of  the  Protestants  of  the  Church  of 
England  and  haveing  mett  with  great  Encouragemt  from 
severall  good  Protestants  in  order  to  the  Carrying  on  of  the  same. 
Therefore  y  Excell  Petition^^  do  humbly  pray  that  y  ExceU. 
would  be  pleased  to  grant  a  Lycence  to  y  Petitionrs  to  purchase 
a  small  piece  of  Land  Lyeing  without  the  North  gate  of  the  said 
Citty  betwixt  the  Kings  Garden  and  the  hurrying  Place  and  to 
hold  the  same  in  mortmain  and  thereon  to  build  the  said  Church 
as  also  to  take  and  Receive  all  Voluntary  Contributions  and  to 
do  all  other  Lawfull  acts  and  things  for  the  Effecting  the  same 
and  y"^  Excell  Petition's  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c. 
Tho:  Clarke  •  Will:  Morris 

RoBt  LURTING  /  EbENEZ"^  WiLLSON 

Jeremiah  Tothill,  Will  Merret 

Caleb  Heathcote  Ja.  Emott 

James  Evetts  R.  Ashfield  • 

[19  March  169|] 

Granted.  , 
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LICENCE  TO  COLLECT  FUNDS  TO  AID  IN  BUILDING  THE 
ABOVE  MENTIONED  CHURCH. 

[  Deed  Book,  IX.  ] 

Benjamin  Fletcher  Captain  Generall  and  Governour  in  Cheife 
of  the  Province  of  New  Yorke  and  the  Territoryes  and 
Tracts  of  land  depending  thereon  in  America  and  Vice 
Admiral!  of  the  same  His  Maty^  Leiv*  and  Commander  in 
Cheife  of  the  Mihtia  and  of  all  the  forces  by  sea  and  Land 
Within  his  Mat^s  Colony  of  Connecticutt  and  of  all  the 
fforts  and  places  of  strength  within  the  same 
To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  Shall  come  &  may  concerne. 

Greeting 
'  Whereas  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  New  Yorke  professing 
the  religion  of  the  Church  of  England  have  with  a  pious  and 
good  intent  Proposed  and  begunn  to  erect  and  build  a  Church 
within  the  s^  City  for  the  publick  Service  &  Worship  of  God  at 
tlie  humble  request  of  the  Managers  of  the  s^  building  and  for 
their  encouragement  to  cary  on  &  finish  the  Same  I  have  there- 
fore with  advice  and  Consent  of  the  Council  given  and  granted 
and  by  these  presents  do  give  and  grant  free  Liberty  to  the  s^ 
Managers  to  gather  and  receive  of  and  from  well  disposed  per- 
sons, Such  sume  and  sumes  as  shall  be  voluntarily  contributed 
for  the  more  speedy  carying  on  the  s^  building  and  this  shall  be 
a  sufficient  Warr*  to  the  s'^  Managers  for  so  doing.  Given  under 
my  hand  &  seal  at  New  Yorke  the  23th  day  of  July  Annoq  Dni 
1696.  ,       .  , 

Ben  ffletcher. 
By  his  ExceUcys  Command 

,    David  Jamison,  Secy. 
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THE  MANAGERS  OF  THE  ENGLISH  CHURCH 

.      PETICON   FOR   A   CHARTER  j   MAY    6^^  1697, 

To  His  Excellency  Benjamin  Fletcher  Cap*  Gen'^n  and 

♦  Comander  in  Cheife  of  his  Majti^s  Province  of  New 

""  "' "  Torke  and  Territories  thereon  Depending  in  America 

■  ■■■' '     •     and  Vice  Admirall  of  the   same,  his  Majti^s  Lt  and 

Comander  in  Cheife  of  the  Cities,  ffortes  and  places  of 

strength  by  sea  and  land  within  his  [Territories] 

The  humble  Peticon  of  Caleb  Heathcott  William  Merritt 

John   Tuder  James    Emott  [Henry]  Willson    Thomas 

^'  Wenham  James  Evetts  John  Crooke,  Robert  LiU'ten, 

SamuellBurtt  William  [Morris  1]  NathaniellMaston,p  sent 

'*■'■'■  ■      Mannagers  of  the  Afiaires  of  the  Church  of  England  in 

*■••■•'      the  Citty  of  New  Yorke. 

Sheweth —  ■      ■ . 

[That  by  virtue]  of  an  Act  of  Gen^^i  Assembly  made  in  the 
flEift  yeare  of  his  Majt'es  Raigne  (1693)  Entituled  An  Act  for 
sethng  a  Ministry  in  the  Citty  of  New  Yorke  &c.  Amongst 
other  things  therein  menconed.  It  is  Enacted  that  there  shall 
be  [called  inducted  &  Established  a  good  Sufficient]  protestant 
Minister  to  officiate  and  have  the  Care  of  soules,  in  the  said  Citty 
and  that  for  his  Encouragement  [there  shall  be  assessed]  Levyed 
Collected  and  paid  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said  Minister  the 
sume  of  one  hundred  [pounds.] 

And  whereas  at  the  same  time  that  the  said  Act  was  made 
there  was  noe  Publick  Church  or  building  [for  the]  said  Minister 
to  officiate  his  said  duty  in  the  PubHque  Worship  and  Service  of 
God  According  to  [to  the  practice  of  the]  Church  of  England 
EstabUshed  by  Law  whereby  the  Intent  of  the  said  Law  was 
likely  to  be  ffrustrated  [as  weU  as  the  wiU]  bounty  and  Encour- 
agement of  yo^"  Excelhcy  who  by  yo"^  ExceU:<^ys  Pious  Example 
has  Influenced  many  to  contribute  severall  sumes  of  money  for 
the  Erecting  A  Publique  Structure  and  Church  for  the  Publique 
worship  [wliich  have  been  em]ployed  by  yo''  ExceUencyes 
Petition's  ^r\-^Q  j^ave  within  this  Citty  built  A  Church  and  Covered 
the  same  but  [still  need  yo'-  Excell.  countenance]  and  Pious 
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fauour  Continued  to  it — Therefore  yo^"  Excelhcys  Petitioni's 
most  humbly  pray  that  yo'^  Excellrcy  would  be  [pleased  to  grant 
the  same]  vnto  jo^  Excelhc^s  Petition  ti's  in  trust  for  all  those 
that  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  the  [Communion  of  the 
Church  of]  England  as  now  Estabhshed  by  Law.  And  that  yo"^ 
Eccelbcy  would  be  pleased  to  order  the  same  [to  be  one  Body] 
Politick  in  deed  fact  and  Name,  by  Name  of  the  members  in 
Comunion  of  the  Church  of  England  Established  by  Law.  And 
that  as  such  they  and  their  Successo:'^^  may  have  hold  vse  occupy 
[&  possess  all  the]  Advantages.  Priv Hedges  Immunityes 
Mortuaryes  and  Appurtenances  as  are  vsually  held  [used  oc- 
cupied k  possessed  by]  Churches  of  the  Churches  of  England 
within  Ills  Majt'^s  Realme.  And  AUso  that  yo»'  Excell:cy  [wiU 
grant  the  said]  Church  the  Aforesaid  yearely  Maintenance  by 
the  Aforesaid  Law  Estabhshed,  [and  flfor  the  benefit  &]  ffor  the 
CharitalDle  and  Pious  vse  of  the  same  what  Quantity  of  Lands 
there  vnto  [neer  or  adjoining  that  to  your  Excell  &]  the  Council! 
shall  be  thought  ffitt.  '■  ' 

And  yoi'  Excell  :cys  Petition  t^s  as  in  Duty  bound  &c. 

The  Petition  of  the  managers  of  the  English  protestant  Church 
called  Trinity  Church  was  read  and  granted  :  Ordered  a  warr* 
issue  for  the  drawing  of  their  Charter  of  incorporacon  the 
quitrent  to  be  one  pepper  corne  as  desird.     [Counc.  Min.] 


GOV.  FLETCHEE'S  GIFT  OF  HIS  PEW  IN  TRINITY  CHURCH. 

To  ALL  Christian  People  to  whome  these  Presents  shall  Come 
Coll  Benjamin  Fletcher  Late  Capt  Gen^^  And  Governour  in  Chiefe 
of  his  Majesties  Province  of  New  Yorke  &  Vice  Admiral  of  ye 
same  &c:  sendeth  Greeting  Know  Yee  that  the  said  Coll  Benjamin 
Fletcher  by  the  Consent  allowance  and  approbation  of  the  Eector 
Church  Wardens  &  Vestry  men  of  Trinity  Church  att  his  ovm 
private  Charge  did  Erect  and  build  A  Pew  att  the  East  End 
thereof  for  the  use  of  his  family  &  for  his  B[eirs  and  Assigns  for 
Ever  and  his  Majesty  having  thought  fit  to  Recall  the  said  Coll 
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Benjamin  Fletcher  from  this  Governm*  The  said  Coll  Benjamin 

Fletcher  doth  therefore  hereby  Assign  and  make  Over  the  said 

Pew  in  Trinity  Church  with  all  the  Rights  and  Priviledges  tliere- 

unto  belonging  unto  the  Hon^i^  QqW  Nicolas  Bayard  and  Coll 

Caleb  Heathcote  of  his  Maj'^  Council  of  the  said  Province  and  to 

such  Others  that  now  are  of  his  Majesties  Council  of  the  said 

Province  as  are  not  Otherwise  seated  and  Provided  with  pews  in 

I       the  said  Chui-ch  &  to  such  Persons  of  Quality  &  Gen'  Travelling 

1      to  tlie  said  Citty  as  the  said  Coll  Nicolas  Bayard  &  Coll  Caleb 

Heathcote  or  the  Church  Wardens  of  the  said  Church  for  the 

time  being  shall  see  meet.     Provided  allways  and  itt  is  the  true 

Intent  and  meaning  hereof  that  in  Case  the  Heirs  of  the  said 

Coll  Benjamin  Fletcher  or  any  of  his  friends  or  Relations  doe  att 

any  time  hereafter  Arrive  in  this  Citty  of  New  Yorke  that  they 

Claime  and  have  a  Right  to  sitt  in  the  said  Pew  for  the  hearing 

Divine  Service  any  thing  Above  ISIentioned  to  the  Contrary 

i       hereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding    In  Wittness  whereof  I 

\      have  hereunto  put  my  hand  &  scale  in  New  Yorke  the  twenty 

\      sixth  day  of  April  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Soveraign 

Lord  King  William  the  third  of  England  Scotland  France  & 

Ireland  Defender  of  the  faith  &c:  AnnoqDom.  1698.        .    ,^     r 

Sealed  and  Delivered  In  the  presence  of  ^  -, 

W  NiCOLL  '  j^ 

Will  Sharpas     •  . . 


]Memorandum  that  on  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  October  Anno 
Dom  1711  personall  appeared  before  me  Adolph  Phillips  Esq' 
one  of  tlie  Justices  of  the  supream  Court  of  Judicature  of  the 
Province  of  New  York  William  Sharpas  one  of  the  Witnesses  to 
the  within  Instriunent  and  made  Oath  upon  the  holy  Evangelists 
of  Almighty  God  that  he  saw  the  within  named  Benjamin  Fletcher 
seal  and  deliver  the  same  as  liis  Voluntary  Act  and  Deed  in  the 
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presence  of  William  Nicoll  the    Other    Witnesses   thereunto 
subscribed 

Jur  Coram  me  die  &  Anno  sup  diet 

■     ■■  ''      A.  Philipse. 

'■•',  :  ;,'.-.  "'' "'-  /  V-  ■-'''  ■-  '■  :>  -'    ! 

%*  Col.  Fletcher  was  governor  of  New  York  from  1692  to  169S.  He  seems  by 
his  arms  to  have  been  originally  from  Cheshire,  Eng.  His  wife's  arms  are,  it 
will  be  noticed,  impaled  with  his,  and  resemble  those  of  the  Lincolnshire  branch 
of  the  Monckton  family,  of  which  Gen'l  Monckton,  afterwards  Govr  of  New 
York,  was  a  Member. 

;    ■  I   ^►> 


KEY.  MR.  SHARP'S  COMMISSION  AS  CHAPLAIN. 

Edward  Viscount  Cornbury  etc.  , 

To  the  Reverend  John  Sharp,  greeting: 

Reposeing  Speciall  Trust  and  Confidence  in  your  fidelity 
integrity  Learning  and  Piety  have  nominated  Constituted  & 
appointed  and  I  doe  by  these  p'sents  nominate  Constitute  & 
appoint  you  y^  s'l  Jno.  Sharp  to  be  Chaplain  to  her  Majties  forces 
in  y«  s^  Province  of  New- York  in  y^  room  k  place  of  Emond 
Mott  deceased  to  have  hold  use  exercise  &  enjoy  the  s^  office  or 
place  of  Chaplain  of  her  Majties  fforcesin  y^  s^  Province  of  New 
York  unto  you  y®  s^  John  Sharp  for  and  during  such  time  and 
untill  her  Majties  pleasure  shall  be  known  herein.  "     ' 

Given  under  my  hand  &  seal  &c  ,  ,      '' 


'-ggr 


REV.  PETER  PEIRET'S  PETITION. 

To  his  Excellency  Edward  Viscunt  Cornbury  Governour  Gen'all 
and  Commandi"  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  New- York  &c 
The  humble  petition  of  Peter  Peiret  Minister  of  the  french 
Congregation  in  this  City. 

HUMBLY  SHEWETH 

That  Milord  Bellomont  in  Cuncil  taking  in  Consideration  how 
litle  both  Mr.  Vezey  and  yo"^  petioner  did  receive  from  their 
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Congregations  for  their  Annual  maintenance  did  order  that  a 
sume  should  be  paid  to  them  both  out  of  the  revenues  of  this 
Province  every  year  as  an  help  to  themselves  and  family  to  keep 
vp  the  said  ministers  in  a  capacity  better  to  serve  their  said 
Congregations  not  Considerable  anough  by  themselves  to  allow 
the  said  Ministers  sufficient  annuall  salary. 

that  in  piu-suance  to  that  order  both  M'"  Vazy  and  yo"" 
Petitioner  were  granted  Warrants  for  a  yearly  pention  ending 
on  the  1:  of  May  1699.  but  time  and  minds  altering  a  little 
while  after  the  said  pention  was  stoped,  and  yo^  petioner 
deprived  of  the  seme. 

Yo'"  petitioner  therefore  most  humbly  represent  to  yo"^ 
Excellency  that  by  his  great  aage  and  numerous  family  being  in 
greater  necessity  then  ever  of  such  souccours  hi  most  humbly 
and  most  earnestly  desire  yo^  Excellency  to  vse  liim  w^h  de  same 
boimty  he  doth  hear  M"^  Vezey  has  been  allouing  the  same 
pention  for  &  from  the  very  same  time. 

1-  ,  ^       And  yo""  petioner  as  in  duty  bound 

shall  ever  pray 

Read  in  Council  10  Dec^  1702  and  warrants  ., 

issued  for  60  lb 

%•  The  Rev.  Mr.  Peiret  of  whom  mention  is  made  in  Vol.  11.  p.  432.  and 
from  whom  there  is  a  petition  dated  Octob.  1697.  was  allowed  a  pension  of  ^20 
per  annum  until  his  death,  which  occurred  about  the  forepart  of  1705.  He  left 
a  widow  and  five  children:  He  was  succeeded,  it  would  appear,  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Laborie  in  May  1706.    See  post 


■^►^ 


REVD  JOHN  TALBOT  TO  MR..  GILLINGHAM. 

.  </:  New-York  24  Nov.  1702. 

*  *  *  *  The  Clergy  here  have  had  a  Sort  of  convo- 
cation at  the  instance  and  charge  of  his  Excellency,  Colonel 
Nicholson,  Governor  of  Virginia,  we  w^ere  but  seven  in  all,  and 
a  week  together  we  Sat  considering  of  ways  and  means  to 
propogate  the  Gospel,  and  to  tliat  end  we  have  drawn  up  a 
Scheme  of  the  present  State  of  the  Church  in  these  provinces, 
which  you  shall  see  when  I  have  time  to  transcribe  it,  and  I 
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shall  desire  you  to  Send  it  afterwards  to  my  good  brother  Kemble. 
We  have  great  need  of  a  bishop  here  to  visit  all  the  Churches, 
to  ordain  some,  to  confirm  others,  and  bless  all.    *    *    *    * 


KEY.  GEO.  KEITH  TO  THE  SOCIETY  FOE  PROP:  THE  GOSPEL 

^      *    *    *    #    "L^g^  Sunday  I  preached  here  at  New  York  in 
!  the  forenoon  before  his  Excellency,  Lord  Cornbury,  at  the  de- 
sire of  M"^  Yesey,  minister  of  the  Church  of  England  here.     My 
J  Lord  Cornbury  invited  us  to  dine  with  him  at  Fort  Henry,  as 
accordingly  we  did  after  Sermon,  and  at  Several  other  times  at 
his  desire  we  dined  with  him.     There  is  a  brave  congregation 
of  people  belonging  to  the  Church  here,  as  weU  as  a  very  fine 
f  fabric  of  a  church,  and  the  Eev.  M^  Yesey  very  much  esteemed 
;  and  loved  both  for  his  ministry  and  good  life,  and  the  hke  I  can 
I    say  of  all  tlie  other  ministers  of  the  Church,  where  I  have  trav- 
,/    elled  as  at  Boston,  at  Rhode  Island,  and  Philadelphia. 
\        For  an  instance  of  his  Excellency,  my  Lord  Cornbury,  his 
\    good  and  cordial  affections  to  the  Church,  and  to  us  as  ministers 
\   thereof,  I  send  to  your  lordships  the  inclosed  recommendation 
\  he  has  been  pleased  to  give  me  to  all  the  justices  of  peace  in  his 
;  government,  occasioned  by  the  late  abusive  entertainment  I  mett 
from  the  Quakers  in  their  meeting  at  Flushing  on  Long  Island, 
concerning  wliich  I  complained  to  his  Excellency.     Before  we 
go  out  of  this  province,  we  design  to  visit  the  Quakers  again  att 
Flushing,  and  in  some  other  parts,  and  to  try  what  influence  my 
'    lord's  recommendation  wiU  have  upon  them  to  give  me  a  hear- 
ing without  interruption.     ******* 
New  York,  29  Novemb-- 1702.    ^ 
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PETITION  OF  THE  RECTOR  &c.,  OF  TRINITY  CHURCH,  N.  Y., 

TO  APPROPRIATE    TO    THE    CHURCH,    CERTAIN    FUNDS  RAISED  FOR    THE 
REDEMPTION  OF  CAPTIVES  IN  BARBARY. 

To  His  Excellency  Edward  Viscount  Cornbury  Captain 

Gen'i  and  Governour  in  Cheif  of  the  Province  of  New- 

^     •  Yorke    and    the    Territorys    depending    thereon    in 

America  and  Vice  AdmiraU  of  the  same  &c  in  Council. 

The  humble  petition  of  the  Rector  Wardens  and  Vestrymen 

of  Trinity  Church  in  New-yorke 

HUMBLY  SHEW  ETH 

To  Yo"^  Excell:  that  on  the  2^  day  of  December  1697  Coll  , 
ffletcher  then  Governour  of  the  Province  by  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Council  for  that  time  being  did  order  that  Coll.  Steph 
Cortlandt  M^'  Peter  Jacobs  Mariuss  D""  John  Kerbyle  and  M' 
Johannes  Kip  (trustees  of  money  raised  of  voluntary  contribu- 
tion by  lycense  of  the  Government  towards  the  redemption  of 
perticular  slaves  in  Salley  and  failing  that  use  towards  such  other 
pious  use  as  the  Governour  and  Council  of  the  Province  for  the 
time  being  should  direct)  should  deliver  over  the  papers  and  all 
things  relating  the  said  money  with  full  powder  to  have  use  and 
receive  the  same  to  M"^  Thomas  Wenliam  and  M'  Rob'  Lurtino- 
then  Church  wardens  of  said  Church  towards  the  finishing  the 
building  of  said  church  under  a  certain  provision  that  if  it  were 
possible  to  purchase  the  redemption  of  one  Bartholomew  Rosston 
(the  surviving  slave  of  that  number)  that  the  corporation  of  s^* 
church  be  accountable  for  s^  some  or  so  much  thereof  as  to 
answer  his  redemption  as  by  a  copy  of  s<i  order  and  annexed 
papers  more  at  large  appears.  That  for  w^ant  of  an  account 
from  Holland  and  other  reasons  for  some  considerable  time  the 
said  trustees  did  alleage  themselves  to  be  incapable  of  making 
this  assignment  and  are  all  since  dead. 

That  by  a  letter  of  the  20th  March  1700  from  William  Banker 
and  Hero  May  of  Amsterdam  merch's  there  is  advice  the 
prisoners  by  Agreement  with  the  Crown  of  England  were  set  at 
liberty  and  said  merchants  ask  direction  in  what  manner  to  remit 
said  money  to  said  trustees. 
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That  there  was  originally  remitted  by  said  trustees  1000  pss  | 
and  some  bills  of  exchange  conditional!  and  there  being  no 
account  of  the  charges  happening  in  this  negotiation  whereby  to 
know  the  nett  sum  in  their  hands,  .     .     .   .i . 

Your  Excellencys  petitioner  therefore  humbly  pray  yo^"  Excell 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  direct  the  respective  Executors  and 
Administrators  of  the  s^^  trustees  to  give  such  legall  and  perfect 
assignment  to  the  Church  Wardens  for  the  time  being  of  s^ 
Church  or  their  successors  or  their  order  of  all  the  s^  money 
with  full  power  to  call  the  s*!  William  Bancker  and  Hero  May  & 
their  Executors  &  Administrators  to  account  for  the  same  and 
upon  payment  to  give  a  sufficient  discharge  for  the  same  in  order 
that  the  said  money  be  applyed  to  the  finishing  the  building  of 
s^  Church  for  which  it  is  sett  apart  and  yo''  Excell  petitioners  as 
in  duty  bound  shall  pray  &c. 

Richard  Willett  Will  Vesey 

- '^  "•.,:■;  .  Thos.  Wenham  David  Jamison 

i;^.,  i      Will  :  Morris        , ,       W'm  Peartree        •    , 
.J..  4  ,  .■  ^-p  -5/ r      Jno.  Borrowe    '■,    -  Sa:  Sh:  Broughton 

,       _'    i ,  ;    ,       Dan:  Honan  Jeremiah  Tothill 

i  :■  ;m  „■  ,iv'."r-...;       Will  :  Sharp  AS.  Lancaster  Symes 

(.yr,    f^•-  T  ,•  :■:■      rT      •••-■■'  ■:   ^:f';  RoB*  LuRTING. 

Read  in  Council  July  18.  1704  &  referred  to  a  Committee  to 
examine  the  allegations  therein  contained  &  make  report  thereon 
to  the  Board.  The  Petitioners  or  some  one  for  them  were 
ordered  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Committee.  .-    ^ 


DOCUMENTS  ACCOMPANYING  PRECEDING  PETITION.      ' 

To  his  Excell :  Benj  :  Fletcher  Capt  Gen^  &  Gov""  in 

Cheiflfe  of  y«  Province  of  N :  Yorke  Pensilvania  New 

,   , . ,   .  Castle  &  Countries  Depending  thereon  in  america  &c.  & 

•  ^  Vice  admirall  of  y^  same.  '  ^ 

The  humble  Peticon  of  warner  wessells  &  antie  Christians 

Sheweth  :  : 

That  y«  Sonne  of  ye  s*^  warner  wessells  &  y«  husband  of  ye  s^ 
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antje  Christiaens  being  taken  Slaues  unto  Salley  by  y^  Infidels  y' 
Excel  was  Pleased  upon  there  humble  Request  to  graunt  them  a 
Brieife  to  collect  and  Receive  y®  free  &  bountifull  Charity  of  all 
good  Christians  witliin  this  Province  for  y^  Redemption  of  y^  8"^ 
miserable  Persons  but  in  Regarde  y^  humble  Petition''^  are  no 
ways  fitt  or  qualifyed  to  collect  y®  s^^  Benevolence  but  have  so 
farr  Prevailed  with  y<^  Church  wardens  &  ministers  of  this  Citty 
to  Collect  &  Receive  y^  same,  doe  humbly  Pray 

That  Y"^  Excel  would  be  pleased  to  graunt  a  Brieff  in  such  a 
form  as  y^  annexed  is  w^  was  directed  to  y«  ministers  &  church 
wardens  upon  y^  like  occasion  wdien  a  vessel  was  taken  by  y® 
Turks  in  y^  year  1678.  &  y^  they  may  be  Impowered  to  Collect 
<£100  : —  : —  wliich  is  y°  Somme  y*  will  Redeem  y«  s"^  miserable 
Persones  ye  overplus  if  any  be  to  be  Delivered  as  y  Excel  shall 
see  meet  to  be  Employed  for  y®  like  pious  uses — 

Benjamin  Fletcher  Captain  General  and  Governour  in  Chief 
,.  .,,,  of  the  Province  of  JVeiw-Fw/f,  Province  o^  Pennsilvania^ 
-...,  J  ^.  1 ,  and  Country  of  Mew-Castle^  and  the  Territories  and  Tracts 
,^  ^  -      of  Land  depending  thereon  in  America. 

To    all    Officers   and   Ministers   Ecclesiastical   and  Civil 

throughout   the   Provinces   and   Territories   under  my 

Govermnent. 

J         Whereas  I  am  credibly  informed  that  the  Son  of  Warner  Wessels, 

and  Husband  of  Jijitie  Christians,  Inhabitants  and  Sailers  of  the 

City  of  A^ew-York,  following  their  lawfull  Occupation,  were  taken 

,  into  Salley,  where  they  are  now  in  miserable  Slavery,  under  the 

'j     Power  of  the  Infidell,  and  that  their  Relations  are  not  able  to 

advance  a  sufficient  Ransom  for  their  Redemption,  I  have  therefore 

upon  their  application  unto  me,  by  and  with  tlie  advice  of  tlie 

Council,  out  of  Christia^i  Charity,  and  in  Commiseration  of  the 

grievous  Bondage  &  Slavery  of  the  said  Persons,  granted,  &  do 

by  these  presents  grant  Lisence  or  Liberty  to  the  said   Warner 

Wessells  &  Antie  Christians,  to  ask  and  receive   the  free   and 

charitable    Benevolence    of   all    Christian   People    under    my 

Government,  as  well  at  publick  Meetings  as  private  dwelling 

Houses.     And  to  avoid  Irregularity  in  collecting  the  same,  aU 

Ministers  or  Preachers,  where  tliere  are  Parish  Churches  or 

Vol.  III.  27 
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publick  or  private  Meeting  Houses,  are  required  to  publish  a 
true  Copy  of  this  Grant,  by  reading  thereof  openly,  and  affixing 
thereof  afterwards  upon  the  Door  or  other  pUblick  place,  and 
admonish  the  people  to  Christian  Charity^  and  at  the  next  Meeting 
shall  receive  the  free  Offering  &  Benevolence  of  the  people  for 
the  use  above-said.  And  where  no  Churches  nor  Meeting 
Houses  are,  the  Constables  are  hereby  required  in  their  respective 
Precincts,  having  a  true  Copy  of  this  Grant,  to  go  about  and 
collect  the  Charity  of  good  Christian  People  for  the  use  above- 
said.  Of  all  which  Benevolence  and  Charity  the  said  Ministers 
or  Preachers  and  Constables,  are  to  keep  a  distinct  Account, 
which  they  are  to  transmit,  with  what  Money  they  shall  collect 
by  virtue  of  this  Grant,  without  delay  to  Stephen  Courtland  Esq; 
Peter  Jacobs  Mariusj  John  Kerbyll  &  John  Kipp^  who  are  herel^y 
impowered  to  receive  the  same,  and  transmit  the  said  Money,  or 
so  much  as  shall  be  requisit  for  the  Eedemption  of  the  said 
Captives  from  Slavery,  by  the  best  and  most  convenient  means 
and  way.  Provided  always,  That  in  case  there  shall  be  a 
suri^lusage  above  the  value  of  their  Redemption,  or  in  case  any 
of  the  said  persons  shall  be  dead,  or  otherwise  redeemed,  they 
the  said  Stephen  Courtland  Esq;  Peter  Jacobs  Marius  John  Kirhyll 
&  John  Kip  shall  be  accountable  to  Me,  or  to  the  Governour  and 
Commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being,  for  the  sum  collected,  or 
so  much  thereof  as  is  left  upon  their  or  some  of  their  Redemp- 
tion, that  it  may  be  set  apart  for  the  like,  or  other  pious  Uses, 
and  for  no  other  use  or  intent  whatsoever. 

Give^i  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Fort  William  Henry  the  8th 
Day  0/ June,  1693. 

■-  '■  •^"  '>  • '■  ^   ■■  y  -  "  Ben.  Fletcher.'^ 

The  same  Lisense  or  Liberty  w"'^  is  given  to  y®  friends  of  y^ 
within  named  Prisoners  I  give  likewise  to  the  Petitioner  upon 
y^  account  of  Bartholomew  Rousston  John  Crage  &  William  Green 
Sailers  taken  in  y^  same  Vessell  &  now  Prisoners  with  tliem 
The  money  to  be  gathered  &  disposed  of  as  witliin  directed  & 
equally  towards  y«  Redemption  of  all  five  Witness  my  Hand 

•  '     ■       Ben  ffletcher. 
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At  a  Councill  lield  at  his  Majties  fifort  in 
Newyork  the  2^  of  Decemr  1697. 

Present  his  Excell.  Benjamin  ffletcher  &c. 

;"      ffred  Phillips  ^         '    •    '     Thomas  Willett      \ 

Steph  Cortlandt     (  „  William  Pinliorn  f  „ 

>j]gqrs  >  Esau's 

Niches  Bayard       (       ^  John  Lawrence      T      ^ 

Gab:  Minvielle      )  Caleb  Heathcote     j 

The  Petition  of  the  Church  Wardens  and  Vestreymen  of 
Trinity  Church  was  read  and  considered,  One  of  the  captives 
having  escaped  is  come  home,  the  others  are  dead  onely  one, 
named  Barthol  Houston  is  removed  up  into  the  Country  who  by 
the  report  of  him  who  is  escaped  from  Salley  cannot  be  redeem- 
ed ;  His  Majties  Chappell  is  allmost  finished  and  Trinity  Church 
being  a  Publick  structure  erecting  for  the  service  of  God  by  the 
Voluntary  Contribution  of  some. people,  Wliich  is  a  publick  and 
pious  use  and  much  is  wanted  to  finish  it. 

It  is  resolved  and  agreed,  nemine  contradicente,  that  the 
money  raised  by  virtue  of  the  Lycense  bearing  date  the  8^^  day 
of  June  1693  for  the  redemption  of  the  said  Captives  in  Salley  be 
applyed  to  the  use  of  Trinity  Church  to  finish  the  building 
thereof  any  former  ord^'  of  Councill  Notwithstanding  Provided 
always  that  if  it  be  possible  to  purchase  the  redemption  of  the 
said  Bartholomew  that  the  Corporation  of  said  Trinity  Church 
be  accountable  for  the  like  sume  or  so  much  thereof  as  Will 
answer  the  redemption. 

And  it  is  ordered  the  first  Trustees  CoU^  Steph:  Cortlandt  M^ 
Peter  Jacobs  D'  John  Kerbyle  and  M""  Johannis  Kip  doe  deliver 
over  the  Papers  and  all  things  relating  the  s^  money  With  full 
power  to  have  use  &  receive  the  same  to  M'  Thomas  Wenham 
and  Mr  Rob*  Lurting  present  Church  Wardens  of  Trinity  Church 
aforesaid. 

Vera  Copia 
'  ■  Extracted  out  of  the  Councill  Book  p""  me 

B:  Cossens  Clk  Councill. 
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•  Cadix  1 :  feb.  1700„ 

M  s  Hero  May  &  William  Banker 

Srs 

We  liave  yours  of  b^^  Jan.  in  answer  to  which  the  redemption 
of  all  the  English  Captives  in  Barbary  is  agreed,  and  Hope  in 
few  months  will  bee  Compleated,  Bartholomew  Eushton,  and 
William  Green  are  upon  the  list  given  in  witch  the  agrement, 
So  it  will  be  needles  to  sollicite  now  there  redemption,  and 
besides  aneed  lesse  Charge  to  there  frinds,  this  negotiation 
suppose  it  will  bee  Publicq,  so '  shall  not  further  trouble  you 
therewith,  butt  in  anything  wee  can  serve  you  Please  Command 

S'S  Your  most  humble  Serv*  W  :  Hodges  chri :  Hayne  & 
Torrecos. 

(Translation.^ 

The  Heern  Stephanus  van  Cortlandt  Piter  Jacobez  Marius 
Johannis  kip  &  Johannis  Keryfbyll. 
Myn  Heeren 

Our  last  to  you  was  of  the  3*^  Jan.  1699  wherein  it  was  stated 
that  Bartholomew  Rushton  and  William  Green  were  alive  in 
Maquines  and  through  our  correspondence  at  Cadiz,  we  have 
since  used  every  effort  for  their  redemption,  and  now  lately 
by  letter  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  we  have  received  the 
welcome  tidings  that  in  virtue  of  an  agreement  obtained  by  the 
English  they  will  receive  their  freedom  in  a  few  months,  There- 
fore we  shall  have  to  contribute  but  little  out  of  the  moneys  in 
our  hands.  We  shall  most  gladly  be  advised  how  and  in  what 
manner  we  are  to  employ  the  balance  of  the  money,  whether  in 
the  shipment  of  goods  or  on  drafts  which  you  may  please  to 
draw.  Awaiting  which  we  shall  end  and  remain  with  due 
respect  after  our  dutiful  salutations, 

Mjn  Heeren  Your  Dutiful  Serv*^ 

Hero  May 

Amsterdam,  20  March  1700.  William  Bancker. 
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To  liis  Excelly  Edward  Viscount  Cornbury  Capt*:  General! 
and  GoV:  in  Cheif  in  and  over  the  Province  of  New  York 
New  Jersey  and  Territories  Depending  thereon  in  America 
•jiir         and  Vice  Admirall  of  the  same  &,c. 
May  it  Please  youi-  . ,.      :    .     • 

Excellency. 
In  Obedience  to  yo:''  Lords  ip^  ord:""  in  Council!  of  the  18:'i^ 
day  of  July  last  past  We  have  perused  and  Examined  the 
Petition  ot  the  Rector  Wardens  and  Vestry  men  of  Trinity 
Cliurch  in  New  York  thereby  to  us  referred  together  with  the 
several!  papers  thereto  annexed,  and  doe  find  that  the  several! 
papers  annexed  to  the  said  petition  Doe  make  out  the  allegations 
therein  Contained  to  be  true,  and  are  therefore  humbly  of  opinion 
that  yo:""  Excelly :  may  well  graunt  the  Prayer  of  the  said 
Petition  all  which  is  Nevertheless  most  liumbly  submitted  to 
your  Excelly;  by      ;••   ■•    - ''  -"^^  >  t.   .i...   ;'•-;;; 

'''  '■■:'      My  Lord  ..-/,,  -■:  •-•  ■'  s' 

?;t*!v,    .  ■;:  ■   \  Your  Exceilys;  most  fiaithful! 

<::  - ;  -  •/  ■•   .•     and  Obedient  Servants 

-     '  •  Sa  :    Sh     BROUGHTOil     T. 

'^ew  York  14«h         ;  •  '■   '    -     ■■■■-■<  \  '   Rip  Van  Dam 
.    August  1704.        '  Tho  :  Wenham. 


PETITION  FOR  AN  ADDITIONAL  FERRY  BETWEEN  N.  Y.  & 

LONG  ISLAND. 

To  his  Excellency  Edward  Viscount  Cornbury  Capn  Gen^ 
and  Go  ve  r  in  cheif  of  her  Maties  Provinces  of  New  York 
&  New  Jersey  and  the  Territories  depending  thereon 
in  America  and  Vice  Admirall  of  the  same  &c. 
The  Petition  of  Cornelius  Sebering  of  Kings  County  on  the 
Island  of  Nassauw 
Sheweth 

That  yo"-  Peticon""  is  Seized  &  stands  Possessd  of  a  certain  farm 
on  the  Island  of  Nassauw  directly  over  against  the  center  of  the 
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City  of  New  York,  being  a  most  fit  &  convenient  place  for  being 
a  ferry  to  &  from  the  said  City  for  tlie  transporting  of  Passen- 
gers goods  Wares  Merchandises  Cattle  Corn  and  other  comodi- 
ties  to  the  great  ease  &  benefit  of  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
said  City  and  Island  considering  the  scituacon  as  aforesaid  &  can 
be  of  no  hurt  or  dammage  to  the  old  ferry  it  being  not  so  con- 
venient for  that  ferry  to  send  their  boats  to  the  South  end  and 
Center  of  the  City  where  he  proposes  to  send  his. 

Yo*"  Pet^  therefore  humbly  prays  Yc  Excys  to  grant  to  your 
Pet'  her  Maties  Letters  Pattents  under  the  great  Seal  of  this 
Province  for  Establishing  of  a  ferry  over  the  East  Eiver  or 
Sound  to  be  limited  on  the  Island  of  Nassauw"  on  the  One  Side 
by  the  old  ferry  and  on  the  other  side  by  the  Red  hook  k  on  the 
side  of  New  York  between  the  Slip  at  Cap"  Theobalds  unto  the 
great  Bridge  for  the  loading  &  landing  of  all  persons  goods  wares 
&  merchandises  except  Cattle  to  be  landed  at  or  near  the 
slaughter  bowses  (nevertheless  not  excluding  tlie  old  ferry  boat 
from  the  places  aforesaid)  under  such  regulations  &  such  prises 
for  Transportacon  k  small  Quit  rent  or  acknowledgment  as  to 
yo""  Excellency  shall  seem  meet. 

.     And  yo""  Pet^  shall  ever  Pray       ■  ;  ■     j-  /'   •    ? 

^  .    -.wi'jf     •      .    T  CORNELIS  SeBERINGH. 

New  York  23^  Jan^y  170|./    ■ 

We  underwritten  do  believe  and  are  assured  that  such  a  ferry 
would  be  of  a  considerable  advantage  to  the  City  &  County  if 
the  Prises  for  Transportacon  be  not  Excessive. 

Abrah :  Gouverneur  ,     ,         Daniel  Polhemus 

Leonard  Lewis  Engel  bardt  Lott 
Leendert  huygen  de  Kleyn        John  Ditmars 

Job:  Tiebout  Yacob  houderte 

Henry  Swift  '  ""  ■       Fred'rick  Symonse 

John  Van  Erugh  Jacobes  Oukes 

Martin  Clock  Pliilip  Nagel 

Andrew  Grevenraet  Jurre  Colyer 

R.  Walter  Abraham  Brouwer 

Johannes  hooglandt  Johannis  Polhemius 

Chrestopher  Beekman  Cornelis  Coljer 
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hendrick  vender  heul  Daniel  Remsen 

Evert  Du)  ekinck  Auke  Leffertseu 

G.  Duyckinck  benjamin  andrevvs 

Rutgurt  Waldron  Lammert 

Abr:  Santford  Claes  Blom 

Benjamin  Faneuil  Cornelis  Vander  lioeve 

Jean  Cazalez  Pieter  Gerbrantse 

John  Auboyneaux  Jacob  Fardon 

Johannes  Burger  Benjamin  D'harriette. 


REMONSTRANCE   OF  THE   CORPORATION  OF  NEW  YORK 
AGAINST  THE  PRECEDING. 

To    His   Excellency    Edward    Viscount    Cornbury   Capt* 
General  &  Governour  in  Chief  of  her  Majestys  Province 
p  ^.,     of  New  York  &c  :  and  Territories  depending  thereon  in 
America  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Same  &c  : 
The  humble  Petition  of  the  Mayor  Aldermen  &  Common- 
ality  of  her   Majestys  City  and  Corporation   of  New 
York 
Most  Humbly  Sheweth 

That  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  City  ana  Corporation  for 
Seaventy  years  past  have  peaceably  and  quietly  Posses'd  and 
Enjoy'd  Several  Rights  Liberties  Priviledges  Franchises  Free 
Customs  Preheminencys  Advantages  Jui'isdictions  Emoluments 
and  Immunities  Granted  and  Confirmed  unto  them  by  her 
Majestys  Royal  Ancestors  and  the  divers  Governours  Authorized 
k  Commissioned  by  them  as  well  as  by  the  several  Gov- 
ernours Directors  and  Commanders  in  Chief  of  the  Nether 
Dutch  nation  whilst  the  same  was  under  their  power  and 
Subjection  to  the  great  increase  of  her  Majestys  Revenue  and 
the  Sencible  Growth  and  Advancement  of  her  Majestys  said  City 
and  Province  and  Among  the  Rest  that  of  the  Ferry  betw^een 
the  Said  City  and  Nassaw  Island  (formerly  Called  long  Island)' 
and  that  the  loading  and  landing  place  of  the  said  Ferry  from 
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this  City  on  Nassaw  Island  liatli  been  Commonly  Esteemed  Sc 
Eeputed  for  seaventy  years  past  to  Extend  from  a  heap  of  Rock 
Stones  Gathered  together  ou  A  small  wharfe  or  Landing  Bridge 
near  the  ferry  house  on  the  Said  Island  unto  the  West  End  of 
the  Kill  to  the  Westward  of  the  same  and  that  from  high  water 
to  low  water  marke  for  the  Accommodation  of  all  Passengers 
and  Travellers  to  and  from  this  City  as  well  as  for  the  loading 
and  unloading  of  wheat  and  other  Provisions  which  are  accus- 
tomed to  be  there  loaded  in  the  ferry  boats  for  the  Subsistance 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  City  at  all  times  of  Tide,  which  said 
Ferry  (at  the  great  Charge  and  Expence  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  said  City  and  Corporation  by  their  Erecting  Several  Publick 
buildings  for  the  service  thereof)  is  rendred  very  Commodious 
to  all  Persons  passing  the  same  at  Very  Easy  and  Moderate  Rates 
and  is  duely  and  Regularly  kept  and  attended  with  able  men 
Boats  and  Scows  and  without  the  least  Complaint  of  Omission 
or  neglect  by  any  persons  whatsoever,  the  Profitts  whereof  have 
always  been  appropriated  by  this  Corporation  for  the  publick 
service  of  the  Government  of  the  said  City  and  *is  tlie  only 
considerable  Income  left  to  support  the  publick  buildings  Eridges 
Goals  Landing  places  fire  and  Candle  for  tlieir  Watches,  Sallaryes 
of  tlieir  officers  Bellmen  &c ;  and  to  defray  the  otlier  publick 
and  nessessary  Charges  of  the  Said  City,  and  was  Granted  unto 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Said  City  under  the  Seal  of  this  Province 
in  the  year  1686  and  Confirmed  unto  them  by  an  Act  of  General 
Assembly  Entituled  an  act  for  the  Settling  Quietting  and 
Confirming  unto  the  Citys  Towns  Mannors  and  Freeholders 
within  this  Province  their  several  Grants  Patents  and  Eights 
Respectively. 

That  your  Exccllencys  Petitioners  by  your  Lordships  benign 
'  favour  and  goodness  understanding  that  one  Cornelius  Sebring 
for  his  own  private  Lucre  and  gain  is  soliciting  your  Lordship 
for  her  Majestys  Grant  of  another  Ferry  from  Nassaw  Island  to 
this  City  and  of  most  of  the  Landing  places  now  belonging  to 
this  City  designing  thereby  to  make  Considerable  Improvements 
to  Ruine  and  destroy  the  present  ferry  the  Chief  Income  and 
Support  of  tliis  Corporation  for  the  Prevention  whereof  your 
Excellencys  Petitioners  most    humbly    Supplicate    that   your 
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Lordsliip  will  be  favourably  pleased  to  take  tlie  Premisses  into 
your  Prudent  Consideration  and  for  the  reasons  aforesaid  (tlio 
many  more  may  be  offered  to  long  here  to  incert)  to  Reject  the 
unreasonable  and  unjust  Petition  of  the  said  Cornelius  Sebring, 
wee  haveing  an  Intire  Confidence  of  your  Excellencys  Justice  and 
goodness  that  as  you  have  hitherto  Protected  us  in  our  Just 
Rights  and  Priviledges  (for  which  wee  Return  your  Lordship  our 
most  dutifull  and  Gratefull  Acknowledgm^s  So  your  Lordship 
will  Continue  to  Countenance  and  Protect  us  in  the  same  and 
that  you  will  Ever  prefer  the  publick  welfare  of  so  Loyall  and 
Considerable  a  People  as  this  Corporation  are  before  the  Interest 
and  unjust  pretence  of  a  Private  Person. 

ffebb  5,  1707.     And  your  Excellencies  Petitioners  as  in 

duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c. 

.  .  Ebenezer  Willson. 


aiii-r 


'  "  Kis'  '   •  RichdWillett 

John  Hendrick  8  brevoort  -^     tji,„  „ 

mark       .,      ,    .  E:  Blagge 

T:VanZandt     ,    '  \,  '  ,-  Walter  Thong 

ChristoDenne  ,_*,',','_   ,    '     '  John  Tuder 

Olfert  Svoerts    ' ' ''  ;   ' " ' '     '  " ''  D  :  Provoost 

Paul  Droilhet        '   ' '       '  ' '  '  ^  I>'Riemer 

Petrus  Bayard  ''•'■■  W"  Smith 


i'>:';f!l 


•^''''->-^  \ 


PETITION  UF  THE  CORPORATION  OF  K  Y., 

FOR  AN  ENLARGOIENT  OF  THE  BOUNDS  OF  THEIR  FERRY  ON  L'.  ISLAND. 

To  His  Excellency  Edward  Viscount  Cornbury  Cap*  General 
and  Governor  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  New  York  &c:  and 
Territories  depending  thereon  in  America  and  Vice  Admiral 
of  the  Same  &c:  *  ■>• 

The   Humble   Petition   of   the   Mayor   Aldermen   and 
Commonality  of  the  City  of  New  York 
Most  Humbly  Sheweth 
That  the  Petitioners  having  a  Right  and  Interest  in  the  Ferry 
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from  this  City  to  Nassaw  Island  and  from  the  said  Island  to  this 
City  again  and  to  all  the  Profitts  and  Advantages  thereof, 
Perceive  it  to  fall  much  short  of  what  they  might  reasonably 
Expect  from  the  same  if  the  bounds  &  Limitts  of  the  said  Ferry 
were  Somthing  Extended  on  the  said  Island  side  whereby  to 
hinder  and  prevent  that  priviledge  and  Liberty  which  divers 
persons  now  take  of  Transporting  themselves  and  goods  to  and 
from  the  said  Island  of  Nassaw  over  the  Said  Eiver  without 
Coming  to  or  Landing  at  the  usual  and  accustomed  places  where 
the  said  ferry  Boats  are  kept  and  Appointed  to  the  great 
loss  and  damage  of  the  Petitioners  (the  profitts  thereof  being 
wholy  appropriated  for  the  publick  service  and  Government  of 
the  said  City)  and  itt  being  obvious  to  your  Petitioners  that 
some  private  persons  for  their  own  Lucre  and  gain  have  solicited 
Your  Excellency  for  another  ferry  on  the  said  Island  fronting  to 
this  City  which  if  Granted  would  be  of  great  damage  to  this 
Corporation  and  all  the  Inhabitants  thereof  as  the  Petitioners 
humbly  conceive  would  in  time  not  only  prove  Injurious  to  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  of  this  City  but  also  be  a  means  t®  lessen 
the  Income  of  her  Majestys  Revenue  Established  upon  Trade 
to  the  General  decay  of  the  Province  (the  Improvement  thereof 
imployed  now  in  Traffique  being  scarcely  able  to  maintain  tire 
Inhabitants  Now  in  this  City  whose  livelyhood  does  only  rely 
thereon) 

Your  ExceUencys  Petitioners  therefore  most  humbly  pray  that 
your  Lordship  will  be  favourably  pleased  to  take  the  premises 
into  your  prudent  Consideration  and  order  her  Majestys  Grant 
unto  tlie  Petitioners  and  their  Successors  for  all  the  Vacant  and 
unappropriated  Ground  on  Nassaw  Island  from  Higli  water  to 
Low  water  marke  fronting  unto  this  City  from  the  place  CaEed 
the  Wallabought  unto  the  Red  liooke  against  Nutten  Island  for 
the  better  Improvement  and  accommodation  of  the  Said  ferry  ; 
and  also  that  your  Excellency  would  be  further  pleased  to  order 
unto  the  Petitioners  &  their  Successors  her  Majestys  Grant  of 
Confirmation  for  the  said  ferry  on  both  sides  of  the  said  River 
with  power  to  Establish  one  or  more  ferrys  if  there  shall  be 
occasion  and  to  make  by-Laws  for  the  more  orderly  Regulation 
thereof  at  such  Reasonable  Rates  and  under  such  Moderate  quitt 
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Rent  as  your  Lordship  in  your  great  prudence  shall  see  meet. 
And  your  Excellencies  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever 
pray  &c 

W^  Smith  Ebenezer  Willson  , 

Christo:  Denne  .<       John  Tuder 

John  hendrk  8  breevoort    >  ^     D  Provoost 
Paul  Droilhet      .  Richd  Willett 

f      OLfert  Svoerts  J  D  :  Riemer 

E.  Blagge 

April  8'i»  1708  Read  and  granted  &  a  Warr^  to  be  prepared 
for  the  Attorney  Gen^'  to  draw  a  Patt. 


A  Full  &  just  Discovery  of  the  weak  & 

,^      .        slender  foundation  of  a  most  Pernicious     ,.  r,  j  ;  *| 

SLA   N   D   E   E 

.     '  Raised  against  the  '^    ' 

French  Protestant  Refugees 

Inhabiting  the  Province  of  JWw- For/c  generally,  but  more 

particularly  affecting 

Capt.  Benjamin  Faneiul, 

A   Person  of  considerable  note  amongst  them. 

Printed  and  Published  by  Lisence  of  his  Excellency  Edtoard  Ylscount  Combvry, 
Capt.  General  and  Governour  in  chief  of  the  said  Province,  in  favour 

of  Justice. 

To  his  Excellency  Edward  Viscount   Cornbury,  Captain 

General  and  Governour  in  chief  of  the  Provinces  of 

I,  New- York,  New- Jersey,  and  the  Territories  depending 

thereon  in  America  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  some  of  the  French  Protestant 

Refugees  Inhabiting  in  the  City  of  New-York,  in  behalf 

of  themselves  and  others. 

•  Humbly  sheweth  unto  your  Excellency  : 

That  there  is  lately  arrived  in  tliis  city  one  Morris  Kewinhityserij 
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who,  in  the  year  1706,  being  Mate  on  board  a  Vessel  bound  frora 
hence  to  England,  was  taken  by  the  French,  and  made  Prisoner 
of  War. 

That  since  his  arrival  a  very  infamous,  pernicious,  and  detes- 
table Report  is  clandestinely  and  industriously  spread  abroad 
amongst  the  Inhabitants  of  this  City  and  Province,  of  a  certain 
Correspondence  said  to  be  maintained  by  some  of  tlie  French 
Protestants  here,  with  the  Inliabitants  of  France,  tending  to  the 
taking  and.  destruction  of  this  City  by  her  Majesties  declared 
Enemies,  which  has  been  discovered  by  the  said  Kewenhuysen  by 
Letters  which  were  found  (as  is  said)  on  board  the  said  Vessel, 
and  were  by  him  seen,  opened,  and  read  after  his  being,  taken. 
Which  your  Excellencys  Petitioners  are  in  great  hopes  will  prove 
altogetlier  ftilse  and  untrue.     It  being  a  Crime  of  so  higli  a  nature 
in  it  self,  and  so  much  abhorred  by  your  Excellencys  Petitioners, 
and  being  as  yet  unable,  by  legal  Proof,  to  fix  this  Slander  and 
Infam^y  on  any  particular  Person,  and  so  very  uneasie  under  so 
general  an  Accusation,  and  having  good  reason  to  believe  that  it 
takes  its  original  and  rise  from  the  said  JVforrw  JYewinhuyseriy    ' 
They  therefore  make  their  humble  Application  to  your  Excellency^ 
humbly  prayings  may  it  please  your  Excellency  to  cause  the 
said  Morris  Newinhuysen,  and  all  others  v)ho  may  appear 
concerned^  to  be  strictly  examined  upon  the  same  Repoi'f,  that 
if  any  such  Offenders^  in  this  respect^  be  found  out,  they  may 
be  pxmished  according  to  the  nature  of  their  Crime ^  and  the 
innocent  be  protected  and  secured  from  the  great  Damage  and 
hurt  of  the  Infamy  of  so  vile  and  great  a  Crime,  in  such  Methods 
'"'      as  shall  seem  most  agreeable  to  your  Excellencys  great  Pru- 
dence and  Justice.     And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound, 
shall  ever  pray,  ^'c. 

Stephen  D'Lancey,  "  •  '    Paul  Droilet, 
Elias  Nezereau,        ■  Augustus  Jay, 

Feb.  10,  170|.       Abraham  Jouneau,  "  • ''     Jean  Cazale, 

Thomas  Bayeux,  Benjamin  Faneuil. 

Elias  Neau,  '       '  ''■ 

Mo7Tis  Kewinhuysen  of  the  City  of  J\^ew-  York,  Marriner,  being 
Sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  saith,  That  being  Master  of  the 
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Sloop  Constant  Migail,  whereof  Jolm  Van  Brugh  was  Capt.  he 
was  taken  in  the  said  Sloop  the  9'ii  of  November,  1706,  about 
fifty  Leagues  of  Scilhj,  by  a  Frencli  Privateer.  That  after  he 
was. taken,  one  John  Thompson  Boatswain  of  the  Sloop,  &  one  of 
the  French-men  belonging  to  the  Privateer,  were  together  in  the 
Cabbin  of  the  Sloop,  opening  the  Letters,  in  hopes  to  find  a 
piece  of  Money,  for  he  could  not  read.  That  the  said  Thonijjson 
reading  the  Superscriptions  of  some  of  the  said  Letters,  found 
some  directed  for  France,  whereupon,  so  soon  as  the  said  French- 
men went  out  of  the  Cabbin,  the  said  Thompson  called  this 
Deponent  to  come  into  the  Cabbin  to  him,  where  there  was  a 
Candle  burning.  That  Thompson  told  this  Deponent,  there  was 
some  Letters  directed  for  France,  which  he  desired  the  Deponent 
to  read,  because,  perhaps,  they  might  find  some  Bills  of  Exchange 
in  them ;  whereupon  the  Deponent  looking  on  the  Letters  he 
found  some  of  them  were  not  signed,  and  said,  he  believed  there 
was  Eoguery  in  them,  because  they  were  not  signed.  That 
amongst  those  Letters  there  was  one  pretty  near  tliree  sides, 
wherein  was  sometliing  mentioned,  according  to  the  best  of  this 
Deponents  understanding,  to  this  effect,  That  if  the  French 
Squadron  that  took  JYevis,  had  come  hither,  they  would  have 
met  with  less  Resistance.  That  the  Letter  being  writ  in  French, 
and  the  Deponent  understanding  very  little  of  that  Language, 
he  could  not  make  out  the  whole  sence  of  the  Letter.  That 
this  Deponent  told  Thompson  what  he  understood  of  the  Letter, 
and  said  he  believed  there  was  more  to  the  like  effect,  but 
Thompson  telHng  him  the  Frenchmen  were  coming  into  the 
Cabbin,  the  said  Thompson  threw  the  Letters  over  board  for  fear 
there  might  be  something  in  them  that  might  be  prejudicial  to 
JVeiy-  York.  That  the  said  Letter  was  directed  to  Rochell,  but 
does  not  remember  to  whom.  That  the  writing  of  the  said 
Letter  was  like  the  hand-writing  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Faneuil, 
which  this  Deponent  has  several  times  seen,  before  he  saw  the 
said  Letter,  but  cannot  say  that  he  wrote  it.  That  this  Deponent 
likewise  saw  at  the  same  time  several  other  Letters  directed  to 
France,  which  seemed  by  tlie  character  to  be  writ  by  several 
persons,  two  of  which  said  Letters  were  signed  by  Piere  Bontecou 
but  that  he  read  neither  of  the  said  Letters  signed  by  the  said 
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Bontecou.  This  Deponent  further  saith,  That  by  the  said  Capt 
van  BriigK's  direction,  he  lookt  over  the  Letters  sent  from  this 
place,  on  board  the  said  Sloop,  for  England,  and  put  them  into  a 
Bag,  and  the  Bag  into  the  said  van  BrugK's  Chest,  but  that  he 
did  not  then  perceive  any  Letters  directed  to  France. — That  this 
Deponent,  about  a  day  or  two  after  he  saw  the  said  van  Brughen 
in  France,  he  acquainted  him  with  what  he  had  discovered  in 
the  aforesaid  letter.     And  further  this  Deponent  saith  not. 

M.    VAN    NiEWENHUYSEN. 

Sworn  before  a  Committee  of  the  Council,     ..  ....-.,. 

the  25th  of  February  1707.  •  ■    ;    ■      ^ni 

Geo.  Clarke. 
J^ew-York,  April  19,  1708. 
The  afore-written  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Original  in 

my  Office,  '    •  * 

:•.!■'■.;   ;     >.     r   Geo.  Clarke. 


Jo/m  van  Britgh  of  the  City  of  New- York,  Marriner,  being 
sworn  upon  the  holy  Evangelists,  saith.  That  he  sailed  from  this 
Port  of  New- York  in  the  year  1706,  Master  of  the  Sloop  Constant 
Ahigal,  That  he  was  taken  by  a  French  Privateer  about  50 
Leagues  from  the  Lands  end  of  E7igla7id,  on  or  about  the  9th  day 
of  November,  1706,  Morris  JYieioenhuysen  being  at  that  time  his 
Mate.  That  the  first  time  the  Deponent  saw  the  said  Morris 
Jfiewenhuysen,  after  they  were  carried  to  France,  the  said 
J^iewenhuysen  told  him  that  one  Johi  Thompson  (who  was  Boat- 
swain of  the  said  Sloop)  found  some  Letters  on  board  the  said 
Sloop  directed  to  France,  under  cover  to  some  persons  in 
England.  That  he  likewise  told  him,  tlie  Contents  of  the  said 
Letters  were  to  this  effect.  That  if  the  French  would  come  to 
New- York,  the  place  lay  in  a  disorder.  That  the  said  John 
Thompson  likewise  informed  him  to  the  same  effect,  but  that  not 
understanding  French,  he  told  this  Deponent,  he  had  his  infor- 
mation from  the  said  Morris  JViewenhuyse?i.  This  Deponent 
further  saith.  That  he  then  askt  tlie  said  Morris  JViewenhuysen 
if  he  knew  whose  writing  tlie  said  Letters  were?  To  which  he 
answered,  They  were  very  like  the  handwriting  of  Capt.  Faneuil, 
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but  there  being  no  Name  subscribed  to  the  Letters,  he  could  not 

certainly  tell  whose   hand-writing  they  were.     That  the  said 

Morris  JYiewenhuysen  and  John  Thompson  also  told  this  Deponent, 

that  they  tlu^ew  tlie  Letters  over  board  for  fear  they  should  fall 

into  the  hands  of  the  French. 

John  Van  Brugh. 

Sworn  before  a  Cmnmiitee  of  the  Council^ 

ike  24th  of  February,  1708. 

..'•iji-i.-/-  ..i.i.;  Geo.  Clarke. 

N'ew  York,  April  29,  1708. 
The  above  written  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Original  in  my  Oiiice. 

.,  ■.        .    :,         .  - ,  ,         ,    Geo.  Clarke. 


May  it  please  your  Excellency:     ■-'■■-    '      "-.-  ■      • 

In  obedience  to  your  Excellency's  Order  in  Council  of  the 
12th  instant,  Referring  to  us  the  Examination  of  and  into  a  Re- 
port lately  spread  about,  concerning  some  Letter  or  Letters 
lately  sent  to  France,  giving  an  account  of  the  condition  of  this 
place,  We  liave  taken  the  Deposition  of  John  van  Brugh  and 
Maurice  JYiewaihuysen,  which  we  have  hereunto  annixt,  and 
whereto  we  refer. 

We  likewise  Report  to  your  Excellency,  that  we  showed  to 
the  said  Maurice  JYiewenhuysen  a  Letter  writ  in  Frencli,  and  a 
French  Book,  and  that  he  understood  very  little  or  nothing  of 
either  of  them. 

Your  Lordships  most  Obedient  Servants,        ''" 
^'^"---  ''■  '"■''-■     '  Tho.  Wenham, 

^'"'"'-     -■  '      •'.-'•  R.  MOMPESSON, 

New-York,  Feb.  25,  1707.      '  *' ■  !  '-  -  John  Barborie. 

.  ...    At  a  Council  lield  at  Fort- Anne  in  New  York 
the  4th  day  of  March,  1707-8, 
Present — His  Excellency  Edward  Viscount  Cornbui-y. 

Rip  van  Dam,  )  John  Barborie  ) 

Thomas  Wenham,  )     ^^    '      Adolph  Phillipse,    5 
His  Excellency  ajid  Council  having  considered  the  Deposi 
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tioiis  of  Maurice  JViewerikuysen  and  Joh7i  van  Brugh  concerning  a 
Letter  writ  from  hence  to  France,  and  taken  in  the  Sloop  Con- 
stant Jibigal,  giving  some  account  (as  is  said)  of  the  condition 
of  this  place,  do  declare  unanimously,  That  they  do  not  think 
that  there  is  any  ground  to  suspect  Capt.  Faneuil  of  holding  a 
Correspondence  witli  France,  nor  to  prosecute  him  here  on  the 
aforesaid  Depositions. 

By  Order  of  His  ExceDency  in  Council, 

Geo.  Clarke. 


To   His   Excellency  Edward  Viscount   Cornbury,   Captain 

"'"'      General  and  Governour  in  chief  of  the  Provinces  of 

w  .  .        New- York,  New- Jersey,  and  the  Territories  depending 

thereon  in  America,  and  Vice- Admiral  of  the  same. 
.   The  humble  Petition  of  some  the  French  Protestant  Refugees 
Inhabiting  in  the  City  of  JSTew-York,  in  behalf  of  themselves 
and  the  rest  of  like  Circumstajices  in  the  Province. 
Plumbly  Sheweth  unto  your  Excellency, 

That  upon  their  former  petition  on  this  behalf,  your  Excel- 
lency was  graciously  pleased  to  search  out  the  bottom  and 
foundation  of  a  certain  false  Rumour,  in  clandestine  manner 
spread  abroad,  of  some  of  the  Inhabitants,  Petitioners,  having 
held  and  maintained  a  Correspondence  with  some  of  the  Inhab- 
itants of  the  kingdom  of  France,  discovering  the  weakness  of  the 
strength  and  Fortifications  of  this  Province,  and  how  easily  it 
might  be  made  a  Conquest  to  the  French,  her  Majestys  declared 
Enemies,  (a  Crime  so  detestible  in  its  nature,  and  so  much 
abhorred  by  your  Excellency's  Petitioners,)  and  having  found 
the  same  to  prove  false  and  abortive,  your  Excellency  was  also 
graciously  pleased  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  honourable, 
the  Gentlemen  of  Her  Majestys  Privy  Council  for  this  Province, 
in  Council,  for  their  Opinion  thereuponj  Forwliich  your  Excel- 
lencys  Petitioners  do  return  to  your  Excellency  their  most 
humble  and  hearty  Thanks. 

But  so  it  is,  may  it  'please  your  Excellency,  that  the  Rumour 
thereof,  by  process  of  time,  and  other  means,  has,  in  a  strange 
manner,  overspread  the   whole  Province.     And  altho'  it  be 
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variously  Reported,  and  with  great  Uncertainty,  yet  it  is  of 
pernicious  Consequence  to  all  the  French  Refugees  in  general, 
and  disturbs  their  peace  and  quiet,  and  obstructs  that  affection 
and  familiarity  which  they  had  formerly  enjoyed  with  the  other 
Inhabitants  of  this  Province,  to  their  just  Grief  and  Resentment. 
They  therefore  humbly  Pray^  May  it  please  your  Excellency, 
To  give  direction  to  the  Secretary  to  let  them  have  the  Copys 
of  all  Minits  and  Entries  made  relating  to  that  Search  and 
Inquiry^   with  the   Opinion  of  your  Excellency  and  Council 
thereupon^  or  so  much  thereof  as  to  your  Excellency^  in  your 
great  Prude7ice,  shall  seem  meet,  together  with  a  Lisence  to 
the  Printer  to  imprint  the  same^  in  order  to  be  published  fcrr 
,   ,,    the   clearing   and  vindicating   of    their   Reputation  in   this 
Respect.     And  your  Excellency'' s  Petitioners^  as  in  all  Duty 
boundj  shall  ever  pay^  ^c.  ,  .  <      ;.     . 

Stephen  D'Lancey,         Daniel  Cromelin, 
,  .'      Elias  Nezereau,  John  Auboyneau, 

,:    ,   .  .  ,    Abraham  Jouneau,  Francis  Vincent, 

Thomas  Bayeaux,  Alexander  Allaire, 

;,       Paul  Droilet,  „        _      Benjamin  Faneuil. 
Jean  Cazale,   , 
March  9,  1707. 


-     REV.  Mr.  LABOKIE'S  PETITION. 

To  His  Excellency  Edward  Viscount  Cornbury  Cap*  Gen'^ 
.,.(,.       &  Govr  in  Chiefe  of  y^  Provinces  of  New  York  New 
..  ,,    i   ,    Jersey  and  Territories  Depending  Thereon  in  America 
&  Vice  Admirall  of  y^  same  &c  in  Councill, 
The  humble  Petition   of  James  Laborie  minister  of  y® 
french  Church  in  y^  City  of  New  York 
Sheweth 

That  yo*":  Excellency s  Petition''^:  predecessor's;  ministi'^  of  ye 
s*^  Church  have  been  allowed  a  Yearly  Sallary  of  Twenty  Pounds 
pr-  ann.  out  of  ye  Revenue  of  this  Province  &  yo^":  Excellency s 
Petitioner  having  been  minister  thereof  from  May  last 
Vol.  III.  28 
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Humbly  prays  yo^*  Excellency  to  grant  unto  jo^:  Petition^: 
Wants  for  y^  Like  Sallary  Payable  quarterly  out  of  y®  revenue 
and  yo^  Excellencys  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  Ever 
pray  &c. 

V  J   James  Laborie.    1 
^,   Eead  in  Council  13*b  Dec.  1709  and  granted. 


'  ■      .  .    .    '.        .  .    ^ 


PETITION  OF  ABRAHAM  DelUCENA,  MINISTER  OF     , 
THE  JEWISH  NATION. 

To  his  Excellency,  Robert  Hunter  Esq^"  Capt  Generall  and 
Governor  in  cheefe  of  the  Provinces  of  New- York,  New  Jersey 
and  Territories  thereon  depending  in  America  and  Vice 
Admirall  of  the  same  etc..  In  Councill. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Abraham  Delucena  Minister  of  the 
Jewish  Nation  Residing  at  the  City  of  New- York,     ^ 
Sheweth       ^./'Kw'm-w^..  ..^-.'U-  ■■:.'  '■■■•■:■'■  ',.  ; 

That  yo""  Petitioners  Predecessors,  ministers  of  the  Jewish 
Nation,  resideing  at  the  City  of  New  York,  by  reason  of  their 
ministerial  ffunction,  have  from  time  to  time  beene  Exempted 
by  ye  Government,  not  only ;  from  bearing  any  Office  Civil  or 
Military  within  this  City  :  but  likewise  beene  Excus'd  from 
severall  Duties  and  Services  Incumbent  upon  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  city. 

Wherefore  yo^  Petitioner  most  humbly  beggs  yo»"  Excellencies 
care  of  him  (in  Consideration  of  his  ministeriall  ffunction)  That 
hee  may  likewise  be  excused  from  all  such  Offices,  duties  and 
services,  and  be  allowed  the  like  Priviledges  and  advantages 
within  this  city,  as  have  formerly  beene  Granted  to  his  said 
Predecessors,  as  Ministers  as  aforesaid,  And  that  yo''  Excellency 
will  be  pleased  to  Give  such  Directions  in  the  premises  as  to  yo^ 
Excellency  shall  seem  meet. 

And  yof  Excellencies  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever 
pray  etc.  ^  -;-     .; 

■   New  York  Abraham  DeLucen a. 

13ti'  Septr  1710. 
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Read  in  Council  IS^'i  Sept  and  referred  to  Cap*  Walters  and 
M"^  Mompesson  to  examine  and  make  their  report. 

*,»  Here  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  perhaps  to  record  the  fact,  that  in  1729, 
Noe  WiJley,  of  London,  gave  a  deed  to  his  three  sons,  merchants  in  New-York 
of  a  certain  lot  fronting  on  what  is  now  Chatham,  Oliver,  Henry  and  Catherine 
Sts.  to  be  used  as  a  Jewish  burial  ground,  and  in  the  year  following  a  trust  was 
created  providing  "  that  the  saiil  land  shall  forever  remain  as  a  burial  place  for 
the  Jewish  Nation,  and  to  no  other  use  whatever."  On  its  ceasing  to  be  used 
for  that  purpose  a  quit  claim  deed  of  it  was  executed  to  the  Jewish  Congrega- 
tion, Shearith  Israel,  by  one  Isaac  Gomez  Jr.  The  Tradesmens'  Banking  house 
is  erected  on  part  of  the  property.  There  was  a  suit  at  law  last  year  before  the 
Superior  Court  (old  Branch)  of  the  City  of  N.  Y.  in  which  the  history  of  this 
property  was  brought  up  and  investigated.  The  decision  was  rendered  in  the 
beginning  of  July.    Ed. 


ADDRESS  FROM  GOV.  HUNTER'S  FRIENDS  TO  THE  BISHOP 
OF  LONDON  AGAINST  THE  REV.  MR.  VESEY,  Circ.  1714. 

My  Lord  ., 

If  we  are  the  last  of  your  L<^  ships  Diocese  who  come  to  con- 
gratulate your  L'' ships  promotion  to  the  See  of  London,  yet  we 
are  as  sincere  in  our  Joy  on  that  occasion  as  those  much  happier 
people  who  enjoy  your  li^ ships  nearer  influence,  for  it  is  with 
very  good  reason  we  hope,  that  we  of  this  Province  are  not  des- 
tined very  long  to  be  the  only  part  of  tlie  Xtian  world  that  is 
insensible  of  the  great  sway  which  your  L^i ships  wisdom  holds 
in  all  the  affairs  of  Church  and  State  in  Great  Brittain  and  its 
Dominions,  and  it  is  from  Your  L'' ships  high  station  in  both  we 
draw  this  happy  conclusion  in  our  own  favour,  that  when  your 
L'^ship  is  informed  (as  we  think  it  our  bounden  duty  you  should 
be)  of  the  true  state  of  the  Church  in  this  place,  that  then  we 
who  have  been  brought  up  in  her  faith,  •&  continue  steadfast  in 
her  Communion,  shall  receive  such  encouragement  and  protec- 
tion from  your  L^'ship  as  may  enable  us  to  preserve  peace  and 
union  amongst  ourselves,  and  to  maintain  our  blessed  Religion 
in  that  state  here  which  our  open  enemies  repine  at,  and  to 
whose  prejudice  those  who  are  secretly  abetted  by  them  are 
takeing  large  steps. 
My  Lord,  we  are  sensible  it  were  not  fit  or  becoming  us  to 
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trespass  on  your  time  if  any  otlier  than  the  cause  of  God  and 
the  Church  required  it,  but  tliat  hath  given  us  courage  to  lay 
the  following  Representation  before  your  L'^sliip,  which  in  most 
dutyfull  manner  Ave  liumbly  recommend  to  that  charitable  care 
which  your  L^'ship  is  accustomed  to  extend  to  all  those  over 
whom  God  Almighty  hath  appointed  you. 

My  Lord,  we  believe  it  is  not  unknown  to  your  L»^ship  in  what 
manner  this  Province  is  on  all  sides  surrounded  by  New  England, 
Connecticut,  Road  Island,  and  other  places,  all  which  are  chiefly 
inhabited  by  professed  Dissenters  from  the  Church  of  England, 
a  set  of  men  whose  forefathers  had  a  high  hand  in  that  wicked  rebel- 
lion which  at  the  same  time  destroyed  the  Church  and  Monarchy  of 
England^  and  that  they  still  retaiji  the  very  same  principles ^  and 
profess  the  many  various  religions  of  their  Ancestors ;  the  Presby- 
terian, the  Anabaptist,  the  Independent,  and  the  Quaker  have 
each  a  large  lot  in  this  Continent,  and  such  seems  to  be  the 
combination  amongst  them  (however  they  may  differ  in  other 
matters)  that  they  doe  not  willingly  suffer  any  other  plants  to 
take  root  here.  My  Lord,  these  Sectary s  have  spread  them- 
selves so  widely,  are  grown  so  numerous  in  North  America,  and 
are  so  firmly  seated,  that  wee  of  the  Communion  of  the  established 
church  seem  strangers  in  the  land,  and  as  if  our  worship  were 
of  such  a  foreign  growth  that  it  alone  wanted  the  support  of  a 
royal  hand.  Neither  My  Lord  is  this  Province  begirt  only  with 
Colony s  and  Commonwealths  of  these  men,  but  they  grow  up  and 
thrive  in  the  very  midst  of  Her,  Her  few  Countys  are  divided 
between  dissenters,  English^  Butch,  and  French,  and  were  it  not 
for  the  pious  bounty  of  the  venerable  Society  for  tlie  Propagation 
of  the  Gospel  in  foreign  parts  the  places  remote  from  this 
the  metropolis  would  not  have  one  church  for  the  reception  of 
such  as  are  inclined  fo  embrace  the  worsliip  of  the  Church  of 
England,  from  hence  wee  humbly  conceive  that  your  L'lship  wiU 
readily  believe  what  difficultys  the  country  missionaries  labour 
under  either  at  first  to  gather  a  congregation  from  the  enemies  of 
the  church,  or  to  keep  it  together  when  gathered, — and  that  it 
requires  men  of  exemplary  lives,  sound  learning,  and  a  mild 
disposition  to  gain  converts  here,  or  to  preserve  them  when 
gained,  and  God  be  praised  for  it  many  of  the  missionaries  are 


PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  CITY  OF  KEW-YORK.       437 

blessed  with  these  endowments,  and  have  reaped  a  plentifull 
harvest  in  their  severall  districts — but  the  unhappy  conduct  of 
one  M''  Francis  Philips  lately  sent  by  the  Society  to  Stratford  in 
New  England  has  on  the  other  hand  done  an  irrepairable  injury 
to  the  estabhshed  church  in  a  place  where  there  was  a  very 
great  appearance  of  its  increase.  > 

My  Lord,  we  most  devoutly  wisli  that  we  could  say  more  of  i 
the  progress  of  the  Church  in  this  city,  that  we  could  tell  your 
L''ship  that  Her  Majesty's  Royal  benefactions  seconded  by  your 
L'J ship's  Eight  Reverend  Predecessor  and  the  care  of  some  of 
our  Excellent  Governours  had  met  witli  the  desired  success, 
it  is  true  indeed  My  Lord  (and  we  rejoice  to  say  it)  that  we  have 
here  a  thriving  Church  of  the  estabblished  worship,  that  the 
same  church  enjoys  a  charter  with  ample  priviledges,  and  that 
our  minister  is  made  happy  in  his  function  by  a  large  stipend 
here  and  the  enjoyment  of  a  certaiue  ffarme  called  tlie  Queen's 
ffarme  .which  his  Excellence  Brigadier  Hunter  has  consented  the 
Church  shall  possess  during  his  stay  in  this  Government,  out  of 
which  M''  Vesey  is  allowed  j£26  p  annum,  which  in  all  with 
perquisites  is  computed  at  X300  per  annum. 

My  Lord,  the  reputation  and  interest  of  this  church  (on  the 
conduct  of  whose  members  more  particularly  the  dissenters  have 
a  very  watchfull  eye)  being  very  dear  to  us  and  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  our  present  and  future  state,  we  humbly  beg  your 
L'^ships  leave  to  goe  a  little  father  in  the  account  of  it  than  its 
present  condition,  that  your  L*^sliip  may  judge  whether  at  this 
day  we  had  not  better  adhere  strictly  to  our  charter,  and  the 
antient  rules  by  which  tiU  very  lately  we  have  walked,  than  by 
altering  our  conduct  introduce  such  innovations  as  may  end  in 
divisions  fatal  to  us,  and  such  as  our  posterity  will  find  many 
diffi-cultys  to  reconcile. 

My  Lord,  when  this  Province  was  taken  by  the  English  in  the 
year  1664,  there  was  left  in  it  a  small  Garrison  of  English  Soldiers 
who  had  a  chaplain  allow'd  upon  the  establishment ;  •In  the  fort 
at  New  York  (the  seat  of  our  Governours)  was  a  large  church 
w^herein  the  Dutch  inhabitants  in  their  own  way  and  language 

1  The  original  read, — on  that  side  where  the  Dissenters  most  feared  a  blow, — but 
this  was  scored  out,  and  the  passage  altered  by  another  hand. 
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performed  their  worship,  that  ended,  the  Chaplain  read  Divine 
service  according  to  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England  to 
the  Governour  and  Garrison  in  the  saiiqie  place,  and  this  was  all 
the  footing  that  the  Church  of  England  as  by  law  established 
had  in  this  Province  until  1693,  about  which  time  the  Governour 
granted  to  the  Dutch  Elders  and  Deacons  in  New  York  a  charter 
of  incorporation,  and  for  the  free  exercise  of  their  own  worship, 
and  persuaded  them  to  build  a  church  for  themselves  out  of  the 
Fort,  which  they  did.  About  the  same  time  he  prevailed  with 
the  Assembly  to  make  provision  by  an  act  for  the  maintenance 
of  one  good  suificient  Protestant  Minister  for  this  place  at  XI 00 
per  An:  to  which  £60  per  annum  has  been  since  added  ;  and  in 
that  bill  the  election  of  ten  Vestrymen  and  two  Church  Wardens, 
to  be  chosen  by  the  freeholders  for  putting  the  s'^  act  in  execution, 
was  provided  for. 

In  the  year  1697  Coll:  Fletcher  the  Governour  by  his  example 
and  countenance,  promoted  the  building  of  Trinity  Church  in 
New- York  by  voluntary  contribution,  and  placed  in  it  the  present 
incumbent  M^  Vesey,  who  was  at  that  time  a  dissenting  preacher 
on  Long  Island,  he  had  received  his  education  in  Harvard 
College  under  that  rigid  Independent  Increase  Mather,  and  was 
sent  from  thence  hy  him  to  confirm  the  minds  of  those  who  had 
removed  for  their  convenience  from  New  England  to  tliis 
Province,  for  Mr.  Mather  haveing  advice  that  there  was  a  Minister 
of  the  Established  Church  of  England  come  over  in  quality  of 
Chaplain  of  the  forces,  and  fearing  that  the  Common  prayer  and 
the  hated  ceremonies  of  our  Church  might  gain  ground,  he  spared 
no  pains  or  care  to  spread  the  warmest  of  his  emissaries  through 
this  Province,  but  CoU  :  Fletcher  who  saw  into  this  design  took 
off  M'  Vesey  by  an  invitation  to  this  [^Rectory']  Liveing,  a  promise 
to  advance  his  stipend  considerably,  and  to  recommend  him  for 
holy  orders  to  your  L'' ships  Predecessor,  all  which  was  performed 
accordingly,  and  M''  Vesey  returned  from  England  in  Priest's 
orders,  (^oll  Fletcher  did  likewise  incorporate  the  members  of 
the  Church  of  England  by  a  Charter  under  the  seal  of  the 
Province  with  sundry  powers  and  priviledges,  more  particularly 
to  consist  of  the  Rector,  two  Church  Wardens,  and  twenty 
Vestry  men  whereof  the  Church  Wardens  and  Vestry  men  were 
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annually  to  be  elected  in  Trinity  Clmrch  after  divine  service  on 
Easter  tuesday  by  the  majority  of  voices  of  Inhabitants  being  of 
the  Communion  of  the  Church  of  England  as  by  Law  Estabblished, 
and  upon  the  death  or  removal  of  any  of  the  members  at  any 
other  time  upon  publick  notice  to  be  given  in  the  chui-ch  by  the 
like  majority  of  voices  others  to  be  chosen  in  the  church  in  their 
room  to  keep  up  the  number  until  the  Anniversary  Election. 

INIy  Lord,  the  regular  observation  of  this  Estabblishment  has 
for  many  years  kept  the  enemys  of  our  Church  out  of  its  bosom, 
we  would  be  understood  My  Lord  that  whilst  the  elections  of 
Church  Wardens  and  Vestrymen  was  made  in  presence  of  all 
the  communicants  it  was  impossible  to  bring  such  a  majority  of 
ill  men  into  power  as  would  entertain  a  thought  prejudicial  to 
tiie  Church,  but  My  Lord  wee  see  that  by  turning  ever  so  little 
aside  from  that  path  we  are  led  into  a  Labyrinth  of  evil,  for  in  a 
late  instance  our  excellent  rules  and  orders  haveing  been  brok 
tlu'ough  and  our  charter  slighted,  a  private  choice  has  been  made 
of  such  men  into  the  vestry  as  we  fear  have  already  combined  to 
doe  the  Church  some  signal  injury.  .  ■  .    i>tr> 

My  Ld,  we  must  entreat  yourL'^ships  patience  while  we  relate 
the  unprecedented  manner  of  this  choice.  In  1713  a  Vestry 
being  called  it  was  proposed  to  them  by  M^  Vesey  that  M*" 
Francis  Phihps  wiio  had  deserted  lii^  cure  at  Stratford,  and  had 
done  some  tilings  here  which  obliged  him  to  abscond,  sliould  be 
favoured  by  them  with  a  certificate  of  his  good  behaviour 
directed  to  the  people  of  the  Church  of  England  at  Philadelphia. 
This  w^as  disputed  by  many  of  the  Vestry,  and  absolutely  refused 
by  some  of  the  members  who  were  men  of  estabblished  reputa- 
tion in  this  place,  but  however  a  majority  at  last  prevailed  for 
it  :  and  at  the  same  time  M^"  Vesey  also  prevailed  with  ye  same 
majority  to  make  a  vote  for  electing  among  themselves  (contrary 
to  the  rules  of  the  Charter)  New  Members  in  the  room  of  such 
as  should  not  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Vestry.  And  some  time 
afterward  finding  that  whilst  those  Gentlemen  who  opposed  that 
certificate  continued  in  the  vestry  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry 
all  his  points  there,  secretly  called  as  many  of  the  Vestry  together 
as  he  thought  fit  and  told  them  that  four  absent  Gentlemen 
''indeed  not  summond)  declined  to  attend  the  service  of  the 
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Church  any  longer,  and  therefore  desired  them  to  proceed  to  a 
new  choice  which  was  accordingly  done  in  a  Tavern,  and  four 
of  the  meanest  of  the  people  elected  to  supply  a  pretended 
Vacancy,  which  we  fear  will  never  be  so  well  filled  again. 

My  Lord  we  think  ourselves  much  injured  in  tliis  aifair,  and 
what  is  of  the  last  consequence  we  think  that  the  Church  will 
soon  feel  the  effects  of  this  proceeding,  if  it  has  not  already  done 
so,  for  on  the  last  Easter  tuesday  when  the  Communicants  after 
service  went  up  to  the  Altar  according  to  custom  to  proceed  to 
a  new  choice,  after  four  candidates  were  put  up  for  Church 
Wardens,  the  body  of  the  Communicants  divided  themselves  to 
either  hand  as  they  designed  to  vote,  the  Rector  being  within 
the  Rails,  and  seeing  us  who  are  the  subscribers  all  on  one  side 
said  loudly,  I  hope  you  doe  not  intend  to  bring  down  the  oflicers 
of  the  Garrison  upon  us.     We  replyd  (some  few  of  us  haveing 
the  honour  to  serve  Her  Majesty  here)  that  wee  did  not  under- 
stand what  he  meant  by  the  words  before  expressed,  that  we 
were  Communicants  in  the  same  Church,  and  that  we  hoped  he 
did  not  intend  by  the  word  You  to  distinguish  Us  as  a  separate 
congregation,  for  such  a  division  would  be  fatal  to  the  Church, 
and  any  thing  that  looked  like  a  design  that  way  would  better 
become  the  mouth  of  an  enemy  than  that  of  our  Spiritual  Pastor. 
After  some  other  passionate  and  indiscreet  behaviour  shewed 
towards  us  by  this  unhappy  Gentleman  we  proceeded  to  the 
choice,  whicli  (some  few  persons  excepted)  fell  on  the  meanest 
sort,  for  My  Lord,  it  seems  the  common  people  haveing  seen 
four  of  their  number  chosen  in  a  lawless  opposition  to  four  of  the 
best  rank  in  the  late  private  election,  were  resolved  to  give  this 
publick  demonstration  that  they  thought  it  high  time,  and  this  a 
fit  opportunity  to  bring  more  of  themselves  into  a  share  of 
power. 

My  Lord,  we  must  not  omit  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  of  the 
danger  that  may  be  apprehended  from  this  choice,  for  if  such 
mean  persons  are  elected  into  the  Vestry  as  can  be  bound  eitliei 
by  art  or  interest,  we  have  a  great  deal  to  fear  from  their  weak- 
ness, the  Dutch  and  French  congregations  being  both  very 
numerous  compared  with  our  very  small  one  in  this  place,  and 
if  ever  we  should  be  so  unhappy  as  to  see  the  Church  (wliich 
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God  forbid)  under  a  Guardian  less  affectionate  to  her  than  Her 
present  Majesty,  we  fear  she  might  be  in  danger  here  from  the 
unskillfulness  or  insincerity  of  those  under  whose  direction  her 
afiairs  may  then  happen  to  be,  for  though  these  foreign  congre- 
gations live  very  quietly  and  charitably  with  us  at  present,  yet 
we  dare  not  trust  too  far  to  foreigners,  having  no  instance  of  any 
favour  from  our  own  dissenters. 

My  Lord,  wee  also  beg  leave  farther  to  tell  your  L'^ship  that 
this  expression  of  M""  Vesey  at  the  Altar  has  a  farther  design  iu 
it  as  wee  feare,  and  that  in  places  of  publick  conversation  he 
frequently  takes  occasion  to  separate  us  the  Subscribers  from 
himself  and  some  others  by  revileing  us  with  the  name  of  Schis- 
maticks,  which  how  unreasonable  in  its  self,  unjust  to  us,  and 
pernicious  it  is  to  the  peace  and  union  of  the  Church  we  most 
humbly  submit  to  your  L'^ship  on  the  following  relation. 

After  Coll  Fletcher  had  obtained  of  the  Dutch  to  build  them- 
selves a  Church  in  the  town,  he  pulled  down  the  old  one  in  the 
Fort,  and  in  its  room  built  a  chappel  for  the  use  of  the  Garrison 
and  his  own  family,  which  Chappel  after  Ms  removal  from  the 
Government,  remained  at  some  times  neglected,  and  at  others 
i   converted  into  a  store  house  for  fire  wood,  till  the  arrival  of  his 
I   Excellence  Brigadier  Hunter,  who  soon  repaired  and  beautifyed 
I   it,  and  caused  divine  service  to  be  constantly  performed  in  it  by 
j    the  Reverend  M""  Sharpe,  Chaplain  to  the  flforces,  which  gave 
1   great  satisfaction  to  many  of  the  Cliurch  of  England,  and  espe- 
I    cially  such  who  wanted   accommodation   in   Trinity   Church 
I    (where  Pews  are  not  to  be  purchased  but  at  a  very  high  rate) 
1    and  were  forced  sometimes  to  absent  themselves  from  divine  service^ 
I    which  now  they  need  not  doe,  haveing  now  a  place  of  worship 
!    to  resort  unto  where  all  degrees  are  seated  without  price  or 
reward.     My   Lord,   the  greater  part   of  us   have  frequently 
received  the  L<Js  Supper  with  our  present  Governour  in  that 
chappel  as  well  as  in  the  church,  and  shall  continue  to  doe  so 
(though  this  be  the  Schism  of  which  we  are  accused  by  M'' 
^    Vesey)  til  we  are  convinced  of  our  error  by  better  arguments 
than  any  he  has  yet  produced. 

My  Lord,  though  we  are  not  versed  in  controversy,  yet  some 
of  us  have  desired  to  know  of  him  whether  the  Unity  of  the 
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Church  consists  in  the  Identity  of  place;  whether  those  who 
serve  God  in  a  place  consecrated  to  divine  service  under  the 
same  form  and  discipline  prescribed  by  the  Established  Church 
of  England,  and  receive  the  Communion  in  the  same  manner, 
from  the  same  Ministers,  and  under  the  same  Bishops  as  by  her 
we  are  directed,  can  be  called  Schismaticks  because  we  some- 
times goe  to  this  chappel  where  we  are  sure  to  have  a  discourse 
equally  edifying,  and  in  that  alone  differing  from  him. 

My  Lord  he  has  been  told  that  there  is  the  Parish  Chm-ch  of 
S'  James's  and  there  is  also  a  chappel  of  Her  Majesty  in  the 
same  Parish,  at  both  which  the  same  Reverend  Prelates  have 
often  administered  the  holy  sacrament,  and  the  same  pious 
persons  have  frequently  communicated,  yet  wee  never  heard  of 
any  so  uncharitable  as  to  use  the  word  Schism  on  such  occasion. 

My  Lord,  the  unhappy  temper  of  the  unfortunate  man,  if  it 
does  not  meet  with  some  restraint  from  your  L^'ships  charity  and 
goodness  towards  this  infant  Church  will  ruin  the  promising 
beginnings  which  are  already  made  towards  its  growth  and 
establishment.  For  the  spreading  of  such  false  doctrine  as  what 
we  have  repeated  to  your  L'^sliip,  and  what  is  daily  inforced  to 
ignorant  people  here,  gives  great  joy  to  those  who  would  gladly 
see  us  as  realy  Schismaticks  as  we  are  reported  to  be. 

My  Lord,  it  were  no  difficult  matter  for  us  who  are  thus 
calumniated  to  find  proper  and  severe  yet  legal  remedys  against 
this  Gentleman,  and  if  wee  were  so  inclined  'twere  not  impossi- 
ble to  make  him  very  uneasy  on  the  fore  mentioned  breach  of 
the  Church's  charter,  but,  my  Lord,  we  thank  God  (who  has 
inspired  us  with  a  more  Xtian  temper  than  so  to  doe  the  work 
of  our  Adversary)  that  your  Lordship  can  and  we  doubt  not 
will  use  more  effectual  methods  for  his  and  our  preservation ; 
and  indeed,  My  Lord  our  condition  is  deplorable,  if  while  your 
L'^sliip  is  with  so  great  honour  and  success  cultivating  the  arts 
of  peace  throughout  all  the  world,  our  poor  Church  alone  should 
want  the  blessing  of  your  Lordship's  healing  hand. 

The  state  of  the  Churcli  in  General  in  this  Province  and  of 
tills  place  in  particular  being  such  as  is  before  described.  We 
were  always  of  opinion  that  a  steady  adherence  to  its  discipline 
and  worsliip,  a  strict  union  and  brotherly  affection  among  its 
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members,  and  a  constant  conformity  to  the  rules  and  directions 
of  our  Charter,  were  the  best  means  to  maintain  our  footing, 
and  the  most  likely  to  Enlarge  the  Borders  of  the  Church  and 
disappoint  the  designs  of  our  Enemy s,  being  situated  in  the 
midst  of  great  numbers  of  them.  Wee  submitt  to  yo""  Lordships 
Judgement  the  consequences  of  M'  Vesey's  Conduct  in  pro- 
claimeing  ^  in  the  ears  of  a  dissenting  world  such  as  this  is  that 
the  fitting  up  of  the  Queen's  Cliappel  in  a  decent  manner  which 
before  was  a  Bear  yard  for  the  worship  of  Almighty  God  accord- 
,  ing  to  the  usage  of  the  Church  of  England  was  a  Scliism  ;  how 
proper  it  is  for  any  man  that  has  the  interest  of  our  Church  at 
heart  to  break  through  our  Constitution,  and  by  the  help  of  a 
Vestry  chiefly  composed  of  the  meaner  sort  of  people  (for  what 
other  purposes  God  knows)  trample  upon  our  Rights,  Whether 
any  but  an  avowed  Enemy  could  have  done  so  much  towards 
making  an  unhappy  division  between  our  Communicants  as  M"" 
Vesey  did  the  last  Election  of  Church  Wardens  and  Vestrymen, 
Saying  as  beforemenconed  publicly  in  the  Church,  I  hope  you 
dont  think  to  bring  the  officers  of  the  fifort  upon  us  ;  it  is  true 
some  of  us  have  the  honor  to  serve  her  Majesty,  and  there  have 
been  few  years  in  which  some  of  the  officers  have  not  been  in 
the  Vestry,  but  why  that  terme  of  Distinction  was  used  wee  doe 
not  understand  ;  there  were  then  in  the  Church  not  above  three  or 
four  [our  selves  excepted)  that  were  not  of  Mr.  Vesey's  former 
vestry — these  he  separated  to  himself  and  those  must  be  the  persons 
intended  by  Mr.  Veseyh  us  so  that  whoever  else  of  the  Communi- 
cants thought  fit  to  come  and  give  their  votes  must  be  lookt  upon 
as  men  of  a  contrary  interest;  a  hard  censure  if  the  interest  they 
had  in  view  was  tlwi  of  the  Church.  We  are  unwilling  to  Imagine 
that  Mr.  Vesey  has  any  of  the  old  Leven  of  Independency  yet 
lurking  within  him,  Ood  forbid  that  Interest  should  be  the  motive 
to  any  mail's  Conformity — hit  we  wish  he  would  act  more 
circumspectly  that  he  would  think  better  of  those  who  have  been  bred 
up  in  the  Church  of  E7igland  and  have  always  shewn  a  zealous 
affection  for  her.      We  have  at  present  a  very  flourishing  Church, 

1  OriginaUy  written — ''If  we  have  any  false  brethren,  any  private  Enemies 
to  our  peace  and  Holy  Church  it  is  much  to  be  lamented;  we  know  we  have  a 
very  imprudent  pastor,  for  would  any  man  that  is  otherwise  proclaim" — 
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and  all  means  should  he  used  to  preserve  if.  We  have  yet  no 
dissenting  Congregation  of  English  in  the  Town,  which  we  fear 
makes  ours  larger  then  it  would  be  if  there  was  one,  and  how 
deplorable  a  folly  would  it  he  to  raise  one  out  of  our  own  dissentions. 
We  liumbly  beg  youi*  Lordp  to  take  this  our  Representation  in 
to  your  Consideration  and  to  apply  such  Ghostly  counsel  and 
Remedys  as  in  your  Great  wisdom  you  shall  judge  requisite. 

Note. — The  passages  in  the  above  address  printed  in  Italics  are  scored  out  of 
the  original.  The  last  paragraph  is  in  Governor  Hunter's  handwriting.  It  will 
be  well  to  compare  it  with  Gov.  Hunter's  Letter  to  the  Sec:  of  the  Soe :  for 
Prop :  the  Gospel,  dated  25th  Feb.  1711-12,  which  is  inserted  ante  among  the 
"Papers  relating  to  Queens  Co."  together  with  other  documents  illustrative  of 
the  State  of  the  Church  about  that  time.    Ed. 


DESECRATION  OF  TRINITY  CHURCH. 


At  a  Meeting  of  y^  Councill  in  New  York  ye  11^^ 
day  of  ffebruary  1713.  Inye  absenceof  liisExceU^y 
Present     Coll  DePeyster        M^"  Barberie 

'  '     ■        Capt  Walter     ' :-    M""  Phillips       •-  '     ' 

'  M^"  Van  Dam 

Upon  Information  that  Trinity  Church  in  this  City  was  on 
Tuesday  night  last  broke  Open  and  diverse  things  belonging  to 
y^  said  Church  taken  away  &  Spoiled  and  y*'  Board  being 
Informed  that  one  William  Dobbs  Sexton  of  y«  said  Church  cold 
give  some  account  thereof 

Ordered  y^  said  Dobbs  be  sent  for  who  being  Called  in  & 
Examined  saith  as  followeth  : — 

That  yesterday  morneing  being  y«  Tenth  of  ffebruary  Instant, 
the  sun  being  about  halfe  an  hour  high  he'  sent  his  Boy  as  usual 
every  morning  to  y*^  Church  to  see  if  all  was  well,  who  Imediately 
Returned  &  told  him  y^  Chm-ch  was  broke  open,  Whereupon  he 
went  to  ye  Church,  and  in  y^  Church  Yard  or.  y  North  corner 
of  y«  Church  found  a  peise  of  ye  Surpliss  lyeing,  and  severall 
peices  more  thereof  near  y«  Steeple  In  one  of  which  peices  some 
persons  had  Eased  themselves.  And  looking  tarther  found  two 
Common  Prayer  Books  and  two  Psalm  Bouks  lyeing  in  y^  Church 
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Yard  wliicli  he  believed  had  beene  taken  out  of  y^  Church  One 
whereof  belonged  to  y"^  Reverend  M^'  Vesey  Rector  of  the  said 
Church,  and  used  to  lye  in  his  Reading  Desk,  And  ye  Examinant 
opening  ye  Steeple  Doore  found  ye  Belfry  Window  which  had 
beene  Boarded  up  was  broke  open  by  some  person  by  y«  help  of 
three  large  Stones  sett  up  with  out  side  of  the  Steeple  to  hoist 
them  to  y*'  said  Window,  and  ye  Examinant  goeing  to  ye  Vestry 
Room,  found  ye  whole  pannell  of  ye  Vestry  Window  was  broke 
Open,  and  perceived  that  one  of  ye  Surplices  which  had  beene 
left  there,  was  taken  away,  being  ye  same  that  he  soe  found  tore 
to  peices  in  ye  Church  yard  as  aforesaid,  But  ye  otlier  Surphss 
remained  in  ye  Vestry  Room  One  of  ye  sleeves  Whereof  being 
tore  off  and  ye  body  Ript  up,  and  two  or  three  Drops  of  Blood 
thereon. 

The  mark  of 

■    •    .  William  Dobbs. 

'  '  At  a  Meeting  of  ye  Councell 
'  "   .  ''  New  York  12th  Feb>' 1713. 

JPresent,  as  before. 
The  Councill  sent  for  &  Examined  several  persons  relateing 
to  ye  Sacriledge  lately  Committed  in  Trinity  Church  &  Abraham 
Wandell  &  John  Cruger  Esq''^  Aldermen  k  Justices  of  y*^  Peace 
for  this  City  being  likewise  present  declared  they  had  sent  for  & 
Examined  diverse  persons  at  their  houses  who  they  were 
Informed  were  out  at  publick  houses  in  the  City  ye  Greatest  part 
of  that  night  ye  sacrilegious  ffacts  were  Committed  in  Trinity 
Church,  But  cold  not  make  any  discovery  of  ye  Authors  of  y® 
said  Villanies.  '*"'.         '  , 


MR.  VESEY'S  PETITION. 

To  the  Hon'"ble  the  Gentlemen  of  her  Maj^'es  Councill  for 
the  Province  of  New  York  in  America. 
The  humble    Petition    of   William    Vesey    Rector    of 
Trinity  Church  in  the  City  of  New  York. 
Humbly  sheweth  unto  yo''  Honor's 

That  on  Tuesday  night*  last  some  wicked  and   sacrilegious 


446  PAPERS    RELATING    TO    THE   CITY   OF   NEW-YORK. 

person  or  persons  haveing  broke  into  the  Nortli  Window  of  the 
steeple  of  the  said  Church,  and  broke  down  the  window  of  the 
Vestry  Eoom  did  cutt  or  tare  of  the  sleeve  of  one  of  the  surplices 
that  was  in  the  said  Roome,  and  did  rend  and  tare  another  to 
pieces,  and  not  being  contented  with  that,  did  carry  the  same 
surplices  with  several  Common  prayer  Bookes  &  psalm  Bookes 
into  the  Church  yard,  and  haveing  spread  the  surplice  on  the 
Groimd,  and  put  the  Common  prayer  Bookes,  and  psalm  bookes 
Round  it,  left  their  ordure  on  the  Sacred  Vestment,  as  the  greatest 
outrage,  and  most  Villanous  indignity  they  cou'd  offer  to  the 
Church  of  England  and  her  holy  Priesthood,  &  in  defiance  of 
God  and  all  ReUgion. 

The  indefatigable  Care  and  diligence  yo^  Honor's  and  the 
Aldermen  of  this  City  have  used  to  discover  the  Authors  of 
such  unheard  of  villanies  are  sufficient  testimony  of  yo^'  Hono'^^ 
and  their  great  zeal  for  Religion  and  readyness  to  defend  our 
Church  from  such  sacrilegious  &  barbarous  practices  &  to  protect 
her  minister  from  the  Insults  and  indignities  of  wicked  persons 
disaffected  not  only  to  her  holy  orders  &  doctrines  but  to  all 
Christianity. 

Yo""  Petition'^  therefore  in  order  to  detect  such  Wicked  persons 
thinks  himself  under  an  indispensable  duty  to  represent  to  yo'' 
Honoi'  That  on  Saturday  night  last  yoi"  petitioner  was  informed 
by  the  under  sheriff  M""  Barnes  that  some  shortt  time  before  the 
Committing  this  Horrid  Wickedness,  y*  A  person  or  persons  at 
the  house  of  Robert  Drummond  declared  &  threatened  that  he 
or  they  would  sacrifice  yor  Petitioner  or  do  yo^  petitioner  some 
mischief  in  A  little  time  or  to  yt  effect. 

As  yO'  Petition'  Conceives  such  Tlu-eatening  speeches  could 
not  proceed  from  any  personall  prejudice  he  not  haveing  (to  his 
knowledge)  given  any  Just  occasion  of  offence  to  any  person, 
soe  yo""  petitioner  hath  good  reason  to  believe  that  nothing  but 
Ms  Holy  flFunction  could  render  him  obnoxious  to  such  irreligious 
&  wicked  persons,  who  are  most  to  be  suspected  as  Guilty  of  the 
late  Sacrilegious  outrage  committed  against  the  Church. 

Yor  Petitioner  therefore  humbly  prayes  yo'  Honor's  y*  you  will 
be  pleased  to  proceed  in  yo^"  Examination  into  these  great  offenses 
in  order  to  discover  the  Criminally  k  bring  them  to  Condign 
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punishments ;  And  y*  yc  lioncs  will  in  the  mean  time  take 
such  LawfuU  methods  for  preserveing  yo""  petition's  person  from 
the  dangers  threatened  ag*  him,  as  in  yo^  wisdom  you  shall  tliink 
most  expedient. 

And  yo'  petitioner  shall  ever  pray  &c.  ' 
-'    New  York  Feb.  15,  17i|.  '  '-■'■■'■'       Will"  Vesey. 

Whereupon  this  Board  at  y^  Request  of  y^  s*!  M''  Vesey  sent 
tor  Benjamin  Barnes  Garrat  Van  laar  Jane  Van  laar  &  Mary 
Guest,  who  being  come  were  severally  sworn  upon  y^  holy 
Evangelists  &  Examined  relating  to  y^  aforesaid  premisesses 
before  this  Board  and  their  Depositions  thereof  taken  in  writing 
as  by  y®  same  may  appeare. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  MINISTER  &c.  OF  THE  DUTCH  R: 

CHURCH. 

To  the  Honourable  her  Majesty s  Council  for  the  Province 
of  New  York 

New  York,  Feby  15.  1714 

We  the  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Pro- 
testant Dutch  Church,  within  the  City  of  New  York,  cannot 
sufficiently  express  our  abhorrence  of  that  wicked  and  sacrilegious 
fact  committed  the  night  between  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  last, 
by  some  impious  persons,  in  Trinity  Church  witliin  this  City, 
beins:  a  structure  built  and  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God  ;  the 
discovery  &  punishment  of  which  heinous  crime,  we  esteem 
ourselves  so  deeply  concerned  in,  to  the  end  it  may  deter  others 
from  attempting  the  like  on  that,  our,  or  any  other  building  set 
apart  for  divine  worship  within  this  city  ;  that  we  humbly  take 
leave  to  offer  to  your  honours,  that  if  his  Excellency  or  your 
honourable  Board  shall  think  fit  to  issue  a  proclamation  with 
reward  to  the  person  that  shall  make  a  discovery  of  the  said 
wicked  offence,  we  will  cheerfully  contribute  the  sum  of  fifteen 
pounds  toward  an  encouragement  for  the  person  that  shall  make 
such  a  discovery.  ■'       '   ' 

We  are  your  most  dutiful,  most  humble  and  most  obedient 
servants  In  nomine  Synodii 

GUALTHERUS    Du    BoiS 
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In  Council  15  Feb  1713. 

The  Eoard  expresses  itself  extreamly  pleased  with  the  above 
address  assureing  them  that  they  would  Eecommend  y®  same  to 
liis  Excellency. 

Mr  Vesey  Rector  of  Trinity  Church  Attending  with  Wm 
Dobbs,  sexton  of  s^  Church  Desireing  that  ye  said  Dobbs  may 
be  admitted  to  cleare  himselfe  before  this  Board  from  an  unjust 
Imputation  laid  to  his  Charge  as  if  he  was  Concerned  in  y^  late 
Impious  Sacriledge  Committed  in  Trinity  Church,  and  y*'  said 
Dobbs  being  accordingly  Admitted  thereto  produced  severall 
Credible  Witnesses  who  being  Examined  upon  their  Oaths  & 
their  Depositions  taken  before  this  Board  in  Writeing,  By  all 
which  Examinations  and  by  y^  Deposition  of  ye  said  William 
Dobbs  who  being  likewise  sworn  on  y®  holy  Evangelist  Declared 
that  hee  does  not  directly  or  indirectly  Know  or  Conceive  who 
or  what  person  or  persons  Committed  y®  said  sacrilegious  fifactj 
This  Board  is  very  well  satisfied  and  Convinced  the  said  William 
Dobbs  was  not  any  ways  Concerned  in  the  said  Impious  ffact 


DEPOSITIONS. 

James  Leigh  of  y^  City  of  New  York  Carpenter  being  sworn 
upon  ye  holy  Evangelist  Deposeth  ^-  Saith  as  foUoweth,  That  hee 
very  weU  knows  WiUiam  Dobbs  Sexton  of  Trinity  Church  in  ye 
City  of  New  York,  and  That  on  Tuesday  last  being  Shrove 
Tuesday  [he  saw  the  said]  William  Dobbs  have  a  fresh  wound 
or  scratch  on  his  left  hand  which  was  done  by  some  accident 
before  Twelve  of  y^  Clock  at  Noone  that  day  and  seeing  of  it 
bleed  advised  him  to  wash  it  with  Eum  and  binde  a  Handker- 
chiefe  about  it  to  keep  it  from  y®  Cold,  and  further  saith  that  y^ 
Examinant  &  his  wife  spent  y^  Evening  of  ye  said  Day  at  ye 
house  of  ye  said  William  Dobbs  untill  about  eight  a  Clock  at 
Night  about  wliich  time  they  went  away,  and  that  at  ye  time 
they  went  away  from  ye  said  house  there  was  noe  Company 
remained  in  ye  said  house  but  ye  said  WiUiam  Dobbs  &  his 
family  as  he  verily  believes  and  is  assured. 
Sworne  ye  1 5th  day  of  James  Lee 

fifebruary     1713  i 

Coram  A.  D.  Peyster 


PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  CITY  OF  NEW- YORK.       449 

JusTiNA  Leigh  y«  v;ife  of  y^  within  named  James  Leigh  being 

sworn  upon  y^  holy  Evangehst  k  examined  Deposeth  &  saith 

that  about  ffive  or  six  of  y-  Clock  in  y^  Evening  on  Shrove 

Tuesday  last  William  Dobbs  Sexton  of  Trinity  Church  came  [to 

this  Depones]  house  &  sitting  by  y  ffire  said  to  this  Depones 

husband  (showing  his  hand  at  y®  said  time  which  was  scratched) 

I  wonder  James  how  I  came  by  this  scratch  whether  it  was  by 

throwing  of  snow  balls  or  by  ye  fflint  of  his  Gun  that  day,  and 

that  she  y^  Depon*  went  with  her  husband  that  Evening  to  ye 

house  of  y*^  said  Dobbs  where  they  stayed  untill  about  Eight  a 

Clock,  and  when  they  went  away  left  noe  Company  in  ye  said 

Dobbs  house  to  her  knowledge  or  beleife  but  the  said  Dobbs  & 

his  familly.  :, ';>o'} 

The  marke  jj  of 

Sworne  y®  15^^' day  of  Justina  Leigh. 

ffebruary  1713 

Coram  *. , 

A.  D.  Peyster. 

Catherine  Dobbs  ye  Wife  of  William  Dobbs  Sexton  of  Trinity 
Church  in  New  York  being  sworn  upon  the  holy  Evangelist  & 
Examined  Deposeth  &  saith  as  folio weth  That  her  said  husband 
William  Dobbs  went  to  his  bed  in  his  house  on  Shrove  Tuesday 
night  last  before  Eight  a  Clock  and  tliat  she  very  well  knows  & 
is  assured  the  said  William  Dobbs  was  not  out  of  liis  said  Bed 
imtill  about  Six  of  ye  Clock  y*^  next  Morneing  at  v/hich  time  his 
Boy  wlio  as  usuall  every  morneing  had  beene  at  y*=  said  Cliurch 
to  see  if  all  was  well,  and  was  then  Returned  and  acquainted 
this  Deponents  gpj(i  husband  that  y^  said  Church  was  l^roke  open 
Whereupon  this  Depon'  &  her  husband  went  to  y^  said  Church 

to  Enquire  into  ye  matter, 

>     •  The  marke  of 

Sworne  y^  15^11  day  ;:    i  x 

of  ffebruary  1713  v         ,  Catherine  Dobbs. 

Coram 
A.  D.  Peitster.  ■  ' 

William  Dobbs  Sexton  of  Trinity  Church  in  New  York  being 
sworn  upon  y^  holy  Evangelist  k  Examined  Deposeth  &  saith 
Vol.  III.  29 
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that  hee  went  to  his  bed  on  Shrove  Tuesday  night  last  about 
Eight  a  Clock,  and  Continued  in  his  said  Bed  untill  about  Six 
of  ye  Clock  y®  next  morneing,  and  that  hee  does  not  directly  or 
Indirectly  know  or  Conceive  who  or  what  person  or  persons 
broke  into  Trinity  Church  &  Committed  y^  Sacriledges  there  on 
Tuesday  night  last,  and  that  hee  ye  said  Examinant  haveing  y^ 
Custody  &  keeping  of  y^  Keys  belonging  to  y^  said  Church  is 
very  well  assured  &  believes  they  were  not  out  of  his  house  that 

night. 

'      '     •  ^      >  '  .,','^  V  .  .♦    -rn'v  ,;. -.     Themarkeof    •' 

Sworne  yc  1511' day      ^f   -      '.  .       U-.  r?  v.  SD  ■'■ 

.     of  flebruary  1713   \ '^xhl'ii' zo  o^fi-iUr-^iiA  William  Dobbs. 
Coram  ' 

^'''      A.  D.  Peyster 


ADDRESS  OF  THE   MINISTERS   AND   ELDERS    OF   THE 
THE  FRENCH  CHURCH  IN  NEW  YORK. 

To  The  Honn'"ie  Her  Majesties  Councell  for  the  Province 
of  New  York. 
Wee  the  Ministers  &  Elders  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  french 
Church  within  tlie  citty  of  newyork  cannot  sufficiently,  express 
our  abhorrance  of  that  Wicked,  and  Sacrileges  Fact,  committed 
tlie  Night  Between  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  Last,  by^  some  Impi- 
ous Persons  in  Trinity  Church  v^^thin  this  Citty:  Being  a 
structure  built  and  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God,  the  dis- 
covery and  Punishment  of  wicli  hainous  crime,  wee  estime  our- 
selves, so  deeply  concerned  in,  to  the  end  it  may  deterr  others 
from  attempting  the  Like  on  that,  our,  or  any  other  Building 
sett,  apart  for  divine  worshipp  within  this  Citty;  That  wee 
humbly  take  Leave  to  offer  to  your  honnours.  That  ift'  his 
Excellency,  or  your  honn^'t^  board,  sliall  tliink  fitt  to  Issue  a 
proclamation,  witli  a  Reward  to  the  Person  that  sliall  make  a 
discovery  of  the  said  wicked  offence  ;  wee  shall  Cheerfully  con- 
tribute the  sume  of  tenn  Pounds  towards  an  Tncouragement  for 
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the  Person  that  shall  make  such  a  discovery,  and  in  duty  bound 
we  shall  pray  &c.   ^i       ;  - 

.■■.-■'      Lewis  Rou  •  |  •  Minister 

of  the  French  Church  in  N.  York 
John  Barberie  Elder 
Louis  Carre  ancien 
Jean  Lafont  ancien 
Newyork  16t*»       .  Andre  fryneau  ancien. 

February  17|| 


■^^» 


At  a  meeting  of  y^  Council!  in 
.    ,     ;  '  New  York  yM7fh  day  of  ffebry  1713- 

Present  .     ■    i 

Coll :  Depeyster  M""  Van  Dam  ' 

Doctor  Sttrnts  M^"  Barberie 

Capt.  Walters  M^  Phillips 

At  ye  Request  of  M'"  Vesey  this  Board  sent  for  &  Examined 
severall  persons  all  relateing  to  y^  late  outrages  Committed  in 
Trinity  Chm-ch  &  to  ye  abuses  alleadged  by  ]VP  Vesey  in  his 
petition  to  be  Committed  ag'  him  as  by  y®  Examinations  of 
Robert  Drummond  &  Anne  his  wife  Richard  Willett  &  Thomas 
flfell.  •      .  :   ::-1  ^.    ,  r  ,.  -, 


DEPOSITIONS.        ^ 

Robert  Drummond  of  ye  City  of  New  York  Vintner  beaeing 
sworn  upon  y^  holy  Evangelist  &  Examined  Deposeth  and  saith 
as  followeth.  That  about  y®  latter  End  of  December  last,  M"" 
Lawrence  Smith  being  at  this  Depones  house,  and  upon  some 
discourse  had  betweene  the  said  M^*  Smitli  and  one  Mary  Guest 
then  Nurse  to  tliis  Depones  Wife,  being  a  quaker  about  Religion, 
the  said  M^"  Smith  told  her  that  if  slie  would  give  liim  Twenty 
shillings  lie  would  turn  quaker,  and  swore  heartilly  to  it,  and 
then  she  asking  him  wliy  he  di?l  not  goe  to  Church,  he  Replyed 
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tliat  lie  had  noe  Church  to  goe  to  for  that  M"^  Sharpe  was  gone 

and  as  for  M^  Veseyhesaid  he  v/as  avillaine  &a  Rascall  because 

he  Espoused  his  Brother  PhiiUps  Cause  in  an  ill  tiling,  and  that 

i  My  Vesey  had  proposed  to  send  word  to  my  Lady  Hay  that  his 

\  Excellency  our  Governour  had  to  doe  with  Liev*  Riggs  wife  and 

/  that  it  might  have  occasioned  my  Lady  to  loose  her  child  and 

I  said  that  it  was  better  my  Lady  should  loose  her  Child  than  one 

I  of  ye  Brethren  should  suffer  and  said  y^  said  M^  Vesey  in  time 
j 

I  should  Repent  it. 
^'  .  Rob.  Drummond. 

Sworn  y^  17'h  day  of 

ffebruary  Anno  Dm.  , 

1713.     Coram  - 

A.  D.  Peyster. 

■      :  .  1    •'        ■ 

f.;  ;    '  1 

Anne  Drubimond  wife  of  Robert  Drummond  of  y«^  City  of 
New  York  Vintner  being  sworn  upon  ye  holy  Evangelist  of 
'  Almighty  God  &  Examined  Deposeth  k  saith  as  followeth  That 
about  y®  latter  end  of  December  last  M"*  Lawrence  Smith  being 
at  this  Depones  house,  amongst  other  Discourse,  tlie  said  M' 
Smith  talking  of  M""  Vesey  said  he  was  a  Rogue  a  Rascall  and  a 
Villaine,  and  that  M*"  Vesey  had  said  that  y®  Governour  was 
great  with  M^^  l^iggs,  and  it  was  Enough  to  have  made  my  Lady 
miscarry,  and  that  he  would  Repent  ii. 

Ann  Dromomad. 
Sworn  ye  17th  day  of 
ffebruary  Anno  Dm 

1713     Coram.  -  v^ 

A.  D.  Deyster.   _       '■ 

Richard  Willet  of  y^  City  of  New  York  merch*  being  sworn 
upon  ye  holy  Evangelist  &  examined  Deposetli  and  saith  as 
followeth  Tliat  about  Christmas  last  tliis  Depon<^  being  at  ye 
Coffee  house  in  this  City  one  morning,  heard  M^"  John  Graham 
Raileing  at  some  body  after  an  extraordinary  manner  and  at  last 
giveing  more  attention  heard  it  was  against  M^  Vesey  who  he 
was   Darning  and  using  very   many  opprobrious  expressions 


-^  /^.^€^:  i^^"4'-"''^c  ^/  -^y 
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against  and  said  that  he  deserved  to  be  Drubbed  and  that  he  was 
a  scoimdreJl  fellow 

',  RiCHD  WiLLETT. 

Sworn  yc  17'^  day  01  ■  - 

ffebruary  Anno  Dm.       !>'      .;.  ,.     .,.     ,  ,. 

:-i  1713     Coram  ■   ''   •,  ■  ^;'  ''^ ■'■''[     :/>-';^ 

\'  A.  D.  Peyster        ■■  ■'  •'■  •'•'•'  '■■■■  '<-  "•-.    .     ■ 

Thomas  ffell  of  ye  City  of  New  York  Gent^  being  sworn 
upon  y^*  holy  Evangelist  &  Examined  Deposeth  &  saith  as 
followeth  Tliat  about  six  or  seven  weeks  agoe  being  in  Company 
heard  M""  John  Graham  y^  weighmaster  of  tliis  City  amongst 
other  Discourse  say,  what  a  fool  was  I  to  goe  to  Church  to  heare 
a  sermon  made  against  my  selfe  meaning  as  he  believes  a  sermon 
that  had  lately  beene  preached  at  Trinity  Church  in  this  City. 

Tho:  Fell. 

Sworn  y®  17th  day  of 
february  Anno  Dm 
'    ^    1713     Coram 

i  A.  D.  Peyster.  N. 


-x 


l#>  I 


ADDllESS  OF  THE   RECTOR  AND  VESTRY  OF  TRINITY 
CHURCH  IN  NEW  YORK. 

To  the  Hon'i'*'  tlie  Gentlemen  of  Her  Majesties  Council  for 
the  Province  of  New  York  in  America 

We  the  Rector  Church  Wardens  &  Vestry  of  Trinity  Church 
in  the  City  of  New  York  in  Vestry  Assembled  having  taking  into 
Consideration,  that  late  most  Impious  &  Wicked  Fact,  committed 
against  our  Cliurch,  as  the  same  has  been  laid  before  yo^'  Hon^ie 
Board  by  tlie  Reverend  William  Vesey  Rector  of  our  said  Church, 
think  our  selves  oblidged  to  Declare  our  Detestation  and 
A^bhorreiice  of  such  a  sacrilegious  affront  done  to  the  Church  of 
England  and  all  Religion. 

The  diligent  search  &  strict  examination,  Yo^  Hon^'e  Board, 
a^  also  tlie  Magistrates  of  this  City,  have  used  and  taken  to 
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Discover  such  Henious  Oifcnclers,  gives  us  the  greatest  Satisfac 
tion.  believing  tlie  great  readiness  &  Zeal,  that  has  been  shewed 
&  Exerted  on  this  Occasion;  maj'^  be  a  great  means  to  prevent, 
such  lewd  &   Irreligious   practices  for  the  future,  and  which 
deserves  from  us  the  most  hearty  acknowledgements. 

Nor  do  we  receive  less  Consolation  from  the  Pious  Concern 
our  Christian  Brethren  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church, 
and  Reformed  Protestant  French  Cliurch,  within  this  City  have 
expressed  on  this  Occasion,  and  their  Generous  Contributions 
offered  towards  a  Discovery  of  the  Malefactors,  are  sufficient 
Evidences  of  the  great  Christian  Chai-ity  &  brotlierly  love  that 
have  long  been  established  between  us,  and  which  we  hope  will 
always  continue  to  the  great  Disappointment  of  the  Enemies  of 
Christianitj . 

We  beg  leave  to  observe  to  yof  Honi^'e  Board  that  notwith- 
standins;  his  Excellencies  Proclamation  against  Immoralitv  & 
profaneness  the  great  diligence  of  the  Magistracy  of  this  City  in 
their  several  Stations,  there  are  some  Busey  mockers  &  scoffers 
of  Religion,  who  Ridicule  both  sacred  tilings  &  Orders  by  their 
profane  Lampoons  thereby  vilifying  the  Ministers  of  Christ,  & 
Exposing  them  &  their  Holy  Function  to  Reproach  &  Contempt ; 
And  it  is  with  }«  greatest  Concern  that  we  find  these  Vices  so 
Flao-rant  That  v^  Innocent  &  unblamea,ble  Life  &  Conversation 
of  our  Reverend  Rector  for  "inany  Years  among  us,  have  not  been 
able  to  Protect  him  from  y^  false  Calumnies  and  Barbarous 
Reproaches  &  Threatnings  of  such  Irreligious  &  wicked  persons, 
which  we  humbly  conceive  hinders  the  Word  of  God,  &  naturally 
tends  to  Infidelity  &  Atheism. 

To  the  end  therefore  that  these  presumptuous  Ofienders  ag^t 
our  Holy  Church,  may  be  Discovered  and  brought  to  Exemplary 
Punishment,  tliat  thereby  a  stoj)  may  be  put  to  this  Torrent  (if 
Lewdness  Irreligion  &  Atheism  We  humbly  pray  yo^  Hon'^s  to 
Recomend  to  his  Excellency  tlie  Issuing  out  a  Proclamation  with 
a  Promise  of  Pardon  to  any  one  of  the  s''  Offenders,  that  shall 
Discover  th.e  other  so  that  they  be  thereof  Convicted,  &  also  to 
have  all  the  Rewards  therein  mentioned  and  as  an  Inconragement 
for  the  s^  Discovery,  We  the  Rector,  Cliurch  V/ardens  &  Vestry 
of  Trinity  Church  afores^^  will  willingly  Contribute  &  pay  to  the 
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Discovering,  the  sum  of  Tliirty  pounds,  and  shall  always  most 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  Great  Obligations  we  owe  to  this 
Hon^'i*'  Board  for  their  Zealous  Care  &  Protection,  of  our  Injured 
Church,  and  we  are  with  the  greatest  Regards  ; 

.     Signed  in  Vestry  Yo^'  Hon"  most  Obedient 

ffebruarv  19'^  1713  humble  Servants 


» 


J.  Stevens  Will:  Vesey  Rector 

Alex''  Moore  P.  Barberie  Ch.  Warden. 

T.  NoxoN  •    .  Th"  Clarke 

Joseph  Wright  Nathll:  Marston 

Simeon  Soumajin  May  Bickley 

Rich:  Harris  Richo  Willett 

Cornelius  Lodge  H,  Vernon  v:.;nrr  h 

Ro^^  Elistow  Jno.  Reade 

Will  Anderson  Thos.  Davenport 


<g^i 


"      *      "   THE  COUNCIL  TO  GOV^  HUNTER.  ■•/ 

■■•        -v  >  ~ 

May  It  please  yo^  Excellency 

Since  yo"^  Excelleiicys  departure  from  this  province  wee  have 

had  nothing  of  moment  to  Impart  to  yo^"  Excellency  untill  now 

that  we  think  ourselves  obliged  to  trouble  Yo^  Excellency  with 

a  matter  relateing  to   Trinity  Church  being    broke   open  & 

severall  Outrages  Committed  therein  on  Shrove  Tuesday  night 

last  in  ye  manner  Yo'"  Excellency  will  observe  b\  a  Copy  of  M^ 

Vesey's  petition  which  wee  send  Yc  Excellency,     Some  days 

before  that  petition  of  M^"  Vesey's  was  presented  to  us  wee  had 

Information  of  that  matter,  &  had  sent  for  &  examined  severall 

persons  Concerning  it,  and  since  tliat  petition  have  had  severall 

meetings  &  examined  several]  persons  at  Mr.  Veseys  Request  as 

well  concerning  that  ffact  as  y^  abuses  alleadged  in  Mr  Veseys 

Petition,  but  cannot  yet  make  any  Discovery  of  y^  persons  who 

committed  tliat  Impious  fifact.    We  likewise  acquaint  Yo^  Excel- ; 

lency  that }«  English  Dutch  &  fifrencli  Congregations  here  having  • 

severally  addressed  us  to  Recommend  to  yo^  Excellency  to  Issue. 

a  proclamation  in  ord"*  to  ye  discovery  and  apprehending  y^ 
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malefactors,  severally  proposeing  a  Reward  to  y*  person  makeing 
sucli  discovery,  wee  likewise  send  yo'"  Excellency  Copyes  of  y® 
said  addresses  humbly  Recommending  y®  same  to  YoJ"  Excel- 
lencies Consideration  and  remaine  ""■  ' 

Yo^  Excellenceys  most  ob*  ''^ 


jf 

7/ 

humble  Serv'^'" 

.nOlii.;j</ 

H 

;<J^  !'>]/"    -'-.'.i.'.t.                   ' 

-^■ 

-/       ^f 

■  '^u  '.-■'.  i  ■"  -       "  .         ■■     ■  .'  '  ' 

/"'        _        ">  jV 

-          -  .  .                 v 

A  PKOCLAMATION    ^ 

FOR  THE  DISCOVERY  OF  THOSE  WHO  DESECRATED  TRINITY  CHURCH.  / 


By  His  Excellency  Robert  Hunter, 
Esq  ;  Captn  General  and  Governor  in 
Chief  of  the  Provinces  of  New  Yorky 
New  Jersey,  and  all  the  Territories 
thereon  depending  in  America,  and  Vice 
Admiral  of  the  same,  k.^. 


,,.  ..    ,,  A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  ithath  been  represented  to  me  by  some  of  the  gentlemen 
of  her  Majesty's  Council  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  that  in 
the  nigh.t  between  tlie  ninth  and  tenth  days  of  February  last^ 
Trinity  Chmxh  in  that  City  was  broke  open,  the  books  of 
divine  Service,,  and  tlie  vestments  dedicated  to  that  use  carried 
out,  tore  to  pieces,  and  grossly  defiled  :  And  whereas,  such  an 
impious  outrage  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  been  perpetrated 
by  any  but  suc'i  as  are  avowed  enemies  of  religion  in  general, 
or  to  tlie  civil  and  religious  constitution  of  England  in  particular, 
or  such  as  for  filthy  lucre,  cr  worse  j^^-crpcses,  may  have  in  appear- 
ance conformed  to,  or  complied  loith  either,  but  by  their  imchristian 
and  lewd  caiversation,  and  their  disloyal  and  seditious  conduct, 
sufficiently  manifest  their  aversion  to  both  :  to  the  end,  therefore, 
that  the  actors,  abettors,  or  contrivers  of  such  an  unexampled 
affront  to  religion  and  tlie  Church  of  England  may  be  detected, 
and  the  hellish  devices  cf  those  who  may  have  endeavoured  to  load 
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tlie  innocent  vnth  their  own  guilt  may  be  disappointed,  I  have 
tlioiight  fit  by  virtue  of  tlie  powers  and  authorities  granted  to 
me  by  her  Pvlajesty's  letters  patent  under  the  broad  seal  of  Great 
Britain,  to  make,  and  order  to  be  published,  this  Proclamation, 
promising  a  reward  of  fifty  five  pounds  to  any  person  or  persons 
not  guilty  of  the  above  recited  atrocious  crime,  who  shall  make 
such  discovery  of  the  same  as  may  be  sufficient  for  the  conviction 
of  the  authors  or  contrivers  of  that  impiety  in  a  due  course  of 
law,  and  if  any  person  guilty  of  the  same,  shall  make  such' 
discovery  of  his  accomplices  as  is  above  said,  such  person  is 
hereby  entitled  to  and  promised  the  reward  above  mentioned, 
besides  indemnity  and  pardon  for  himself  and  one  more,  such 
as  he  shall  name,  if  more  than  two  were  guilty  of,  or  privy  to  the 
iact.  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Burlington,  in  New 
Jersey,  the  third  day  of  March,  in  the  12*^  year  of  her  Majesty's 
reign,  Anno  Domini,  1714. 


By  his  Excellency's  command, 
->,.  .  Geo:  Clark 


God  save  the  Queen. 


%*  Gov.  Hunter,  son  of  James  H.,  a  Lawyer,   was  a  descendant  of  the 
Hunters  of  Hunterston,  Ayrshire,  Scotland.    He  was  put  apprentice  when  a  boy, 
to  an  apothecary,  but  left  his  master  and  e^.tercl  the  army,  Avhere  he  served 
under    King    William     and     the     Duke     of    Marlborough,    and     eventually  t 
rose  to  the  rank  of  Major  General.    He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heiress   < 
of  Sir  Thos.  Orby,  Bart,  of  Burton  Pedwardine,  Lincolnshire,   relict  of  Lord'  | 
John  Hay,  second  son  of  the  Marquis  of  Twoedale.    In  1707  he  was  appointed  1 
Lieutenant  gov:  of  Virginia,  but  was  captured   on  his  voyage  out  by  a  French 
privateer  and  carried  back  to  Europe.     He  succeeded  Lord  Lovelace  as  Gov.  of 
New-York,  and  on  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Portland  was  appointed  Governor 
of  Jamaica,  where  he  died  in  March  1734,  after  an  administration  of  some  seven 
years.     Most  of  his  letters  among  the  MSS.  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office, 
and  soiTie  of  the  drafts  of  his  council  minutes  are  written  in  French,  shewing  a 
familiar  knowledge  of  that  language.    His  intimacy  with  Swift,  Addison  and 
the  other  wits  of  the  day  afford  another   proof  of  his  literary  taste.     Of  his 
quarrels  with  the  Revd   Mr.  Vesey,   his  participation  in  the  settling  of  the 
Palatines  in  the  province  of  New-York,  this  Vol :  will  afford  ample  information; 
passim.     For  his  pedigree  See  Burke's  Commoners,  ii.  502.— Ed. 

y 
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REMARKS  ON  THE  PRECEDING,  ADDRESSED  TO  GENERAL 

NICHOLSON.,  1 

Upon  the  villaiious  indignity  offered  lately  to  our  church,  the 
Council  immediately  assembled  and  used  their  utmost  endeavours 
to  find  out  the  offenders  ;  and.  wrote  to  the  Governor  wlio  was 
then  at  Burlington  on  this  occasion  :  upon  which  tlie  enclosed 
proclamation  was  issued ;  and  his  Excellency  accfuainted  the 
Council  by  letter,  that  they  had  not  made  proper  steps  to  discover 
the  crime,  or  to  this  effect ;  besides  that  it  was  the  business  of 
the  Magistrates  of  the  town  to  enquire  into  it,  and  that  the  chief 
points  they  had  been  upon  were  on  M^  Vesey's  being  caiumni- 
nated,  and  some  persons  speaking  amiss  of  him.  Had  not  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council  been  very  active  in  this  affair,  they 
would  certainly  have  been  blamed,  notwitlistanding  it  is  found 
convenient  now  to  reprimand  them  for  their  zeal ;  and  if  they  took 
notice  among  other  things,  of  M^' Vesey-s  barbarous  usage,  that  the 
resentments  of  some  extravagant  people  have  come  to  pass  as  to 
threaten  his  life,  wliicli  appeared  very  plain  to  the  Council,  can 
this  in  honour  or  justice  draw  down  his  Excellency's  displeasure  1 

As  to  the  magistrates  of  the  to^vn  they  are  indeed  more  at  his 
Excelleucy-s  disposal.  ^  ^-  ' 

M^  Vesey  has  been  sent  for  by  the  Grand  Jury,  and  will 
inform  you  how  he  has  been  handled. 

The  Proclamation  throws  the  guilt  of  this  unpardonable  out- 
rage on  the  very  persons  who  have  complained  of  it,  and  who 
are  sincerely  in  the  interest  of  the  Ciiurch,  and  reiieots  in  such 
an  unchristian  manner  on  IM^  Vesey,  by  pretending  that  he 
conformed  to  the  churcli  for  filthy  lucre,  that  a  good  man  would 
blush  to  read  it.  These  places  are  marked  in  the  Proclamation, 
and  his  Excellency,  notwithstanding  tlie  unexampled  affront  to 
religion,  has  neither  sent,  writ,  nor  spoke,  to  M""  Vesey,  that  T 
can  learn  on  tliis  affair  ;  so  that  you'll  be  pleased  to  judge,  Sir, 
what  favor  or  protection  he  is  to  hope  for  of  our  church,  by  the 
treatment  of  our  minister.  I  have  always  looked.on  M*^"  Vesey  to 
be  a  religious,  good  man  ;  valuable  to  his  parishoners,  and  inoffen- 
sive in  his  conversation,  and  if  a  testimonial  of  this  were  required, 
his  parishoners  in  general  would  be  desirous  to  do  him  justice. 
Hawks'  Church  Rec. 
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PETITIOiN  IN  BEHALF  OF  A  SPANISH  PRIEST. 

To  the  Hon'^'<^  Peter  Schuyler  Esq''  President  and  the 

rest  of  his  Majesties  Councill  of  New  York. 

The  Humble  Peticon  of  Thomas  Grents  Clark  belonging  to 

''  '       his  most  Cliristian  Majesties  Ship  the  Victory  the  Ciie vaher 

de  Kossell  Comand'"  in   the  behalf  of  Andre  Saens  de 

-   .     Bitare  a  Spanish   Priest  now  on  board  Ms  Brittannik 

Majestys  Ship  the  Diamond  Cap*  Thomas  Jacobs  Comand^" 

Most  Humbly  Sheweth 

The  Said  Spanisli  Priest  coming  out  of  the  Havana  in  the  Said 
Ship  the  Victor)  was  taken  in  her  and  brought  into  this  Port 
and  liere  was  Put  on  shoar  and  Set  at  Liberty  by  the  Said  Capn 
Jacobs  after  lie  had  been  plundered  of  a  great  Sum  of  money 
the  Property  whereof  whetljer  belonging  to  the  Said  Cap"  Jacobs 
or  tlie  Said  Clievalier  De  Rossell  is  not  yet  decided  by  the  Court 
of  Admiralty.  / 

That  the  said  Priest  being  So  at  Liberty  humbly  desired  his 
Excy  Governo""  Hunter  to  grant  him  a  Ticket  to  depart  this 
Province  for  Great  Brittain  wliicli  his  Excellency  was  favourably 
pleased  to  grant :  and  thereupon  he  took  his  Passage  for  London 
on  board  tlie  Snow  the  Amazone  Cap"  Butler  Comand'' 
'  But  So  it  is  may  it  please  yo''  Honoi' that  the  said  Priest  having 
procured  a  boat  to  bring  him  on  board  the  Said  Vessell  the  Said 
Cap"  Jacobs  has  again  taken  the  said  Priest  before  he  could  get 
on  board  the  said  Vessell  and  took  from  him  what  money  he  had 
as  yet  Saved  and  now  keeps  him  a  Prisoner  on  board  the  said 
ship  the  Diamond  and  whicli  seems  to  be  a  manyfest  Violacon 
of  his  Excellencyes  leave  as  aforesaid. 

The  Petition'^'  therefore  humblj'  prayes  on  behalf  of  the  said 
Spanish  Priest  that  yo"^  Hono''  would  be  pleased  to  direct  that 
the  Said  Priest  may  be  discharged  from  his  confinement  & 
Suffered  to  proceed  on  his  Voyage  in  the  said  Snow  or  any  other 
Vessell  for  Europe  together  with  what  was  now  lately  taken 
from  him  and  that  his  Excys  Ticket  may  be  kept  Inviolable  or 
acording  to  the  Lawes  of  nature  nations  &  Warr  it  ought  to  be— ^' 
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And  yo^"  Petition^  as  in  Duty  bound  siiall  ever  Pray  &c. 

■      '  fr     Thomas  Grents 

New  York  24  July  1719  '    ' -•  OP. 

(Endorsed)  .  „^  ■,,      ,.,..!!    .., 

July  ye  23d  1719  ^ead.  '     ','  '; 

Ordered  that  the  President  speak  to  Cap*  Jacob  in  Order  The 
Priest  taken  on  Board  the  Ship  Diamond  by  the  Said  Cap*  may 
be  set  at  Liberty  and  proceed  on  his  inten*!  Voyage.         ? 


•n  ...  -    <■ 

',  1-.     .'  ■■■<.!  1) 


PETITION  OF  THE   PRESBYTERIANS  OF  N.   YORK  TO  BE 
;.,  ;,   ,     ;,,^,.  INCORPORATED.       ..    ,,.        :  •  -u  ■ 

To  His  Excellency  William  Burnett  Esq""  Cap*  Gen'i  &,  Comd' 
in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  New  York  New  Jersey  and  the 
Territories  thereupon  Depending  and  Vice  Admirall  of  the 
Same    In  Council 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Rev*  James  Anderson  Presby- 
terian Minister  Patrick    Macknight  John    Nicoll  Joseph 
Leddel  John  Blake  &  Thomas  Ingles  in  behalf  of  themselves 
and  the  Rest  of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  in  the  City 
'■      of  New  York 

Sheweth  unto  Your  ExceU^y  That  by  the  countinance  and 
Encouragement  of  the  Government  of  tliis  Province  They  are 
9oe  far  advanced  in  the  Carrying  on  of  the  Service  and  Worship 
of  Almiglity  God  Within  this  City  by  a  voluntary  Contribution, 
and  Assistance  given  by  and  Expected  from  well  Disposed 
Persons,  That  they  have  adventured  to  Purchase  a  Piece  of 
Ground  for  a  Church  and  Cemitry  &  have  Erected  thereon  a 
Convenient  Meeting  house  to  Worship  in  after  the  manner  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  North  Britain  and  that  some 
particular  persons  for  want  of  their  being  incorporated  for  that 
and  the  Like  purposes  have  obliged  themselves  there  Heirs 
Executes  ^  Adminis^^  for  the  payment  of  tlie  Consideration 
money  of  the  said  Ground  and  the  Matterials  and  Workmanship 
of  Building  thereupon  and  in  Consideration  thereof  for  their 
Private  Security  have  taken  the  Grant  of  the  said  Land  to  them 
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their  Heirs  and  Assigns  for  Ever  but  have  entered  into  Bonds  in 
the  Penall  Sume  of  Two  Thousand  Pounds  unto  certain  Trustees 
in  the  Same  Bond  Mentioned  upon  condition  tliat  when  soever 
it  Shall  Please  God  tiie  said  Grantees  &  Obligors  and  Heirs 
Execu^^  &  admins^^  shall  be  fully  Reimbursed  all  their  Just  and 
Reasonable  Charges  Engagements  and  Disbursm^'  made  and 
Contracted  by  the  building  of  the  said  Cliurch  Cemetry  Pulpit 
pews  a*id  other  Necessaries  and  Conveniences  That  tlie  same 
Grantees  of  the  same  Ground  shall  at  the  speciall  Instance  and 
Request  of  the  aforesaid  Trustees  and  at  the  Cost  and  Cliarge  in 
the  Law  of  the  Same  Trustees  for  and  on  the  belialf  of  the  said 
Congregation  and  of  the  Execu"  and  Adminis^s  of  the  same 
Trustees  Sign  Seal  and  Deliver  perfect  and  Execute  such  Deed 
or  Deeds  Declaration  of  Trust  or  Other  Conveyance  or  Convey- 
ances for  the  same  Ground  &,  Apurtenances  Cliiuxr.  and  Gemitry 
to  such  person  or  persons  Body  Politick  or  Corporal  Ibr  tlie  use 
of  the  same  Presbyterian  Congregation  as  the  same  Trustees 
shall  think  fitt  to  Nominate  and  appoint  and  In  case  the  same 
Congregation  should  be  Incorporated  tlien  To  and  for  The  use 
of  the  same  Congregation  &  their  Successors  for  Ever  being 
Presbyterians  to  the  End  and  pui-pose  tliat  the  Same  Congrega- 
tion may  be  Incorporated  and  made  one  Body  Politick  in  fact 
and  name  for  the  carrying  on  of  their  said  Pious  intentions  and 
the  free  use  and  Exercise  of  there  said  Religion  in  its  true 
Doctrine  Discipline  &  worship  according  to  the  Rules  and 
Methods  of  the  established  Presbyterian  Church  of  North 
Britain  to  Them  and  their  .Successors  for  Ever,  by  a  free  and 
voluntary  Contribution  &  not  compulsory  or  Otherwise  in 
Derogation  of  the  Riglits  &  Privileges  of  the  National  Church  of 
England  by  Law  Established.     They  therefore  Humbly  Pray 

May  it  Please  Your  Excell''^ 

By  Letters  Pattent  under  the  Great  Seal  of  This  Province  to 
Incorporat  them  by  tlie  Name  of  the  Minister  Elders  and 
Deacons  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  City  of  New 
York  to  make  them  One<Body  Politick  &  Corporat  in  fact  and 
name  Capable  and  able  in  the  Law  of  sueing  and  being 
sued  answering  and  being  answered  unto  Defending  and  being 
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Defended  in  all  Courts  of  Law  and  Equity  in  all  matters  and 
Causes  whatsoever  of  taking  and  receiving  holding  and  Enjoying 
to  them  and  there  Successors  for  Ever  there  said  Church 
and  Ground  and  Cemitry  where  the  same  now  Standeth  with 
such  other  necessarie  powers  and  Authority  for  the  Preservation 
and  Continuation  of  there  Succession  The  Management  of  there 
Affaires  and  the  free  use  and  Exercise  of  there  said  Religion  in 
the  said  City  of  New  York  as  your  Excellency  with  the  advice 
of  His  Majt'^s  Councill  shall  see  meet  and  Reasonable  and  the 
Petitioners  J^  in  Duty  Bound  shall  Ever  pray  &c 

James  Anderson 
New- York  Sept^  19th  1720        -  Patrick  Macknight 

! .  i  John  Nicoll 

»  ,        •:         *  Joseph  Leddel 

'-  John  Blake  •    '' 

■     -        ■   '  Thomas  Ingles     "  "  ' 

*»*  This  was  the  earliest  Presbyterian  church  in  the  city  of  New.York.    It 
stood  on  what  was  Stoutenburgh's  garden  (ante  p,  403:)  in  WaU-st. 

To  the  Honourable  peter  Schuyler  Esq^  President  of  his 

•"     '       Majesties  Councill  Convened  in  Councill 

''■'■    The  Memoriall  of  Gilbert  Livingston  and  Thomas  Smith  in 

■  -' '      '       Relation  to  tlie  G  rant  of  a  Charter  to  t^ie  presbyte- 

rian  Congregation  in  New  York —  ■  ' 

Very  Honourable  '  '  '      '  ' 

We  cannot  but  express  (as  We  are  in  Duty  bound)  the  Grate- 
full  sense  We  have  of  your  good  affection  to  the  presbyterian 
Society  in  this  City  and  your  Readiness  to  Confirm  the  privi- 
ledges  thereof  in  the  Grant  of  a  Charter.  But  yet  We  being 
persons  most  nearly  Concerned  and  who  have  all  along  been 
deeply  Engaged  in  the  Carrying  on  the  said  Work,  but  appre- 
hending our  selves  likely  to  be  drawn  into  some  Uneasy  and 
Difficult  Circumstances  by  the  present  Grant  of  a  Charter  upon 
the  Terms  desired  beg  Leave  humbly  to  offer  our  Objections 
against  it  promising  our  selves  a  favourable  Audience  therein. 

We  conceive  that  the  present  Geant  of  a  Charter  to  these 
persons  who  Desire  it,  will  Confirm   the   Meetinghouse  now 
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building  to  the  actuall  possession  of  the  Reverend  M^'  James 
Anderson  as  Sole  minister  therein,  and  wholly  bring  it  under  the 
Command  oi  these  that  adhere  to  him. 

Mucli  Honoured,  we  cannot  but  Esteem  this  a  very  great 
Greivance  We  always  have  exerted  our  Selves  in  person  and 
Estate  according  to  our  Abilities  for  advancing  this  Work,  but 
now  believe  it  under  very  Languisliing  Circumstances  during 
M^"  Andersons  Aboad  among  Us,  Whom  We  cannot  but  think 
after  more  than  two  years  triall,  very  Unsuitable  for  advancing 
our  Interest  in  New  York  because  severall  that  joyned  with  Us 
at  first  have  forsaken  the  Congregation  upon  his  Acco'  and  we 
are  also  fully  perswaded  he  has  not  been  Established  among  us 
by  very  just  and  honorable  Methods,  as  we  are  able  if  the  Hon- 
ourable Councill  pleases  to  give  a  particular  information.  And 
the  Grant  of  a  Charter  upon  the  Terms  desired  will  We  Conceive 
Expose  Us  to  the  Temper  of  these  men,  who  probably  will  plead 
their  priviledge  in  Opposition  to  the  bringing  in  of  another 
Minister  timt  may  be  more  acceptable  than  M^  Anderson,  and 
if  by  virtue  of  such  a  Grant  they  can  exclude  Us,  we  have  no 
Reason  to  expect  any  favour  from  their  hands. 

Therefore  We  humbly  beg  your  Honours  to  Consider  how 
great  a  Hardship  this  will  be  upon  Us  who  have  born  the  Bur- 
den and  Heat  of  the  Day,  to  be  turned  of  without  so  much 
as  the  priviledge  of  bringing  in  a  Minister  whom  we  may 
Sit  with  pleasure  and  Delight  especially  Considering  we  think 
our  Selves  (notwithstanding  all  the  Advantages  that  have  been 
taken  against  us)  very  little  inferiom*  either  in  Number  or 
Quality  to  them  who  by  their  Unfair  proceedings  have  brought 
in  M"^  Anderson. 

Again  we  are  jointly  and  severally  bound  in  the  Sum  of  <£350. 
to  ColP  Depeyster  and  M^"  Bayard,  in  payment  for  the  land  on 
which  the  aforesaid  Meeting  hous  is  founded,  which  added  to  the 
other  obligations  we  are  Under,  together  with  what  we  are  in 
advance  makes  the  Congregation  in  Debt  to  us  near  =£600  which 
under  tlie  present  Circumstances  are  not  likely  to  be  soon  Dis- 
charged, and  probably  will  Continue  as  a  long  Incumbrance 
upon  us  and  perhaps  to  posterity.  M-  Macknight  who  is  bound 
with  us  is  going  for  Europe,  which  will  leave  us  the  persons 
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accomptable  for  payment  of  these  Debts,  together  witli  Doctor 
Nicols  whose  unsteadiness  and  unfaithfulness  has  been  frec^uent- 
ly  experienced  in  Divers  Instances  formerly,  and  who  is  likely 
still  to  be  a  Companion  of  the  same  Nature,  and  we  are  not  Easy 
to  Remain  Accomptable  for  Debts  only  Entailed  upon  us,  for  the 
Gratifying-  the  Humours  of  Some  Men,  to  the  liindering  the 
prosperity  of  the  Interest  in  General]. 

Therefore  we  humbly  Crave  the  priviledge  of  the  Grant  of  a 
Charter,  to  have  the  Meeting  house  Confirmed  to  us,  and  to  the 
Minister  procured  by  us,  at  least  on  equall  terms  with  those  who 
first  Desired  it,  but  if  this  cannot  be  granted  we  desire  that  we 
may  be  acquitted,  and  Discharged  from  aU  the  Debts  and 
Encumbrances  and  we  shall  promise  to  Eesign  up  our  whole 
property  in  the  premises  only  Reserving  two  pews,  or  v/e  Intreat 
that  the  Charter  may  be  Conferred  upon  us  only  for  the  use 
Designed,  and  we  promise  to  Discharge  tliem  granting  them  the 
Same  priviledges  we  desire  of  them.  •        -.. 

Thus  Very  Honourable  we  have  as  briefly  as  may  given  in  some 

Hints  of  the  Matters  of  our  Grievances  Entreating  that  they 

may  have  a  Candid  Eeception  and  Due  Consideration  with  your 

Honour  and  the  Honourable  Councells.  .,  .      . ;  ;,         f 

And  your  Memori^dists  shall  ever  pray  &o  i  i  ,   r.i;._^-;yJ 

;;•../    '     '■        -    ,.  .-.     i.  :  Gil:  LiVINGSTON 

,.,:  ,    -  ■■■  Tho:  SxMith 

(Endorsed) 

The  Memorial!  of  Gilbert  Livingston  and  Tho^  Smith  in 
Relation  to  a  Grant  of  a  Charter  to  the  Presbyterian  Congrega- 
tion in  the  City  of  New- York. 


-*-^^>^- 


REPORT  OF  COUNCIL  ON  THE  PRECEDING. 

May  it  please  yo^  Excellency.  ' 

In  Obedience  to  your  ExceUencys  order  in  Council  of  this 
Day  Referring  to  us  the  Petition  of  the  Rev^  James  Anderson 
Presbyterian  Minister  Patrick  Macknight,  John  NicoUs,  Joseph 
Leddel  Jo!in  Blake  Tiiomas  Inghs  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
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the  Rest  of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  in  the  City  of  New 
York  praying  to  be  Incorporated  by  Letters  Patents  under  the 
Broad  Seal  of  this  Province,  Wee  have  heard  Council  in  behalf 
of  the  Pef^s  and  Council  in  behalf  of  Rector  and  Church  Wardens 
of  Trinity  Church  of  New  York  aforesaid  against  the  Petition, 
and  tlie  matter  appearing  to  us  to  be  of  very  great  moment,  and 
no  jnstance  given  us  of  any  such  Patent  of  Incorporation  hitherto 
Granted  either  in  great  Britain  or  the  Plantations.  Wee  humbly 
crave  leave  to  ofer  Oui-  advice  to  your  Excellency  And  Wee  do 
accordingly  advise  and  desire  your  Excy  to  transmit  to  the  Right 
Hon>3ie  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  Plantations  a  Coppy  of  the  said 
Petition  and  the  proceedings  thereupon  desiring  their  Lordships 
to  obtain  the  opinion  of  his  Majesties  Learned  Council  on  the 
subject  matter  of  the  said  Petition  and  to  Transmit  the  same  to 
Your  Excellency  all  w<=^  is  nevertheless  humbly  submitted  by. 
I.  New  York  Sept.  17'h  1720        ,,•■    Your  Excellencys  4 

101  ^       jniiU   i     ,       ■- !     •  ■      Most  obedient  humble  ,t 

\  '/->    .:.■'.,     i^^. *;,.•)    •■.uiii    t'.ii     Servants. 

-OJi  •jd  ji.'j   ^u')  ..' •'    A.  Philipse  .  ,7/;.;;, s  R  Walter  .-) 

lU'>{'Lt  O'^i'-.-'v    •*;','    Gico.  Clarke.  .,-,f,  Caleb  Heathcote      l 
iiji-/.'  -'In",  "t  f/ -'.»■         Era:  Harison  John  Barberie. 


oili  -rn  DIFFICULTIES  IN  THE  FRENCH  CHURCH,  x- 

(       To  his  Excellency  William  Burnet  Esq''  Captain  General 

,,!  ■      and  Gouernor  in  Chiefe  of  the  Provinces  of  New  York 

'J '         New  Jerses  and  Territories  Thereon  Depending  in  America 

'j,         and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same  &<=  In  Council. — 

^,{)      The  humble  Petition  of  Several  of  the  members  of  the 

o;ii    <•  !    French  reformed  Protestant  Church  in  the  City  of  New 

^t,.  ,  ,.'  -York  in  Behalf  of   themselves  and  others  of   their 

Brethren — 

Sheweth  ,q-    ( 

That  the  said  Church  is  unhappyly  divided  by  the  fatal 

consequences  of   a  certain   Instrument  or  writing  made  and 

agreed  vpon  the  20*^11  of  September  last  by  tlie  present  Consistory 

thereof  who  vpon  groundless  assertions  ther<^in  set  forth  haue 

Vol.  III.  30 

\ 
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discharged  our  worthy  Minister  M^  Louis  Ron  from  the  Exercise 
of  his  Ministerial  function  in  the  said  Church  and  deprived  him 
of  all  the  benefits  he  should  reap  thereby — 

That  your  Pef^  and  several  others  of  their  Brethren  never 
consented  to  such  their  Proceedings  tho  some  few  were  led  into 
it  by  surprise  being  told  by  the  said  Consistory  that  the  Act  they 
offer'd  them  to  sign  was  for  the  Peace  of  the  said  Church,  and 
indeed  they  know  no  otherwise  the  contents  thereof  not  Being 
Read  to  them,  but  on  the  reverse  we  look  vpon  all  the  steps  they 
haue  taken  against  the  said  M^"  Rou  to  be  without  the  least 
Colour  of  Justice  whatsoever  and  contrary  to  the  Rules  and 
Discipline  of  the  said  Church  of  which  your  Pet^^  (jont  doubt 
but  to  make  appear  to  your  Excellency  when  the  same  shall 
haue  the  happyness  To  fall  vnder  your  Excellencys  consideration 

That  your  Pet^^  are  too  sencebly  touchd  with  the  disadvantages 
they  lye  under  from  the  Misfortunes  of  their  want  of  his  Pastoral 
care  ouer  them  wliose  Exemplary  Piety  and  Instruction  for 
upwards  of  fourteen  years  haue  rendred  him  exceedingly 
estimable  to  all  who  knows  him  and  which  cant  but  be  ac- 
knowledged even  by  those  who  are  now  the  occasion  of  your 
Pefs  giving  Your  Excellency  this  Trouble  and,  who  side  with 
his  assistant  M^  Moulinar,  from  whom  both  as  a  Brother  and  a 
Christian  better  ofiices  might  haue  been  expected  then  to  haue 
found  him  the  Pen  man  of  such  Instrument  which  are  the 
Present  motive  of  all  our  troubles  that  your  Pefs  begg  leiuve 
to  [say]  to  your  Excellency  that  (if  occasion  should  require) 
they  can  make  appear  to  your  Excellency  that  the  first  right  to 
the  ministry  of  the  said  Church,  and  euen  to  the  Church  itself 
is  wholy  lodged  in  the  said  M^"  Rou  as  well  as  from  the  call  of 
the  said  Consistory  by  the  Act  of  General  Assembly  as  by  the 
Majority  of  the  members  of  the  said  Church  as  appears  by  the 
Acts  of  opposition  and  protestation  made  in  that  behalf  whereof 
a  Copy  is  hereunto  annexed. 

That  in  order  to  put  an  End  to  these  vnhappy  Differences  and 
that  your  Pefs  may  Enjoy  those  Spiritual  Comforts  they  haue 
hitherto  received  from  tlie  Doctrine  of  the  said  M'*  Rou  your 
Petirs  apply  to  your  Excellency  for  relief  in  the  premises  and — 

Therefore  they  most  humbly  pray  your  Excellency  In  your 
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great  Wisdom  to  take  such  measures  for  the  protecting  and 
reestabhshing  the  said  M^"  Rou  to  the  free  and  peaceable  Exercise 
of  his  ministerial  function  in  the  said  Church  and  to  the  benefit 
thereof  as  may  seem  most  Expedients  to  your  Excellency,  and 
that  your  Excellency  Endeavours  therein  may  be  successfull  and 
your  administratien  long  and  prosperious,  is  the  Earnest  prayers 
of  your  Excellency  Petif^ 

,      ,  Daniel  Crommelin 

James  You  Jean  ba  Chan 

,j ,     Ehas  pelletreau 
John  Hastier  Andrew  Foucault 

■  James  Ballereau 

Elias  Pelletreau  J*"    Jacque  Bobin 


tj...;r;'r  ■...  v.'-4 


:i^ii.hi.'}  •.>i,i«'I 


N  Cazalet 
Sam'i  Bourdet 
David  LeTelier 
Francois  Basset 
Peter  Morgat, 


.:■:!. 


AN  ACT 


Of  Opposition  to  that  which  was  past  on  Sunday  last  the  20'* 
of  September  1724  in  the  french  reformed  church  of  the  City 
of  JVew    York,  and  signed  afterwards   by  some  members   of  the 

said  Church. 

We  underwritten  Members  of  the  french  Church  In  the  City 
of  New  York,  do  hereby  freely  and  sincerely  declare  that  we 
disallow  and  reject  that  rash  Act  which  was  past  on  Sunday  last 
the  20'^  of  this  month  in  church  in  the  presence  of  some  Heads 
of  Families  there  met  together  and  afterwards  sign'd  by  some 
others,  by  virtue  whereof  they  have  pretended  to  dismiss  & 
exclude  M'"  Lewis  Rou  our  Minister  out  of  his  office,  that  is  to 
say,  as  it  was  verbally  intimated'  to  him  the  next  day,  to 
acknowledge  him  no  longer  as  a  Minister  of  our  church,  to 
discharge  liim  of  all  functions  to  suppress  his  Salary,  and  to  pay 
him  nothing  thereof  for  the  future  &c.  We  also  hereby  declare  that 
we  in  no  ways  whatsoever  consent  to  those  proceedings  which  are 
contrary  to  the  Rules  of  our  Discipline,  to  the  word  of  God  and 
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Hf!!i>i; 


Equity  &:c.  that  we  oppose  ourselves  to  tlie  said  Act,  as  much 
as  lyes  in  our  power  and  that  notwithstanding  the  same,  w^e 
acknowledge  always  the  said  M'"  Rou  for  our  true  and  lawful , 
minister,  who  hath  preached  and  officiated  amongst  us  during 
more  than  fourteen  years  that  he  hath  been  here,  with  edification ; 
always  leading  an  exemplary  life.  In  witness  whereof  we  have 
hereunto  set  our  hands  and  names.  Done  in  New  York  Sep- 
tember tlie  24*^  1724.  •     ' 

Jere : Chardavoine 

Peter  Chardavoine 

Elias  Chardavoine  junr 

Paul  Pelletreau 

James  Many 

Gamaliel  Guyele 

John  Many 

James  You 

Peter  Tillou 

Peter  Ebrard 

Henry  Collier 

John  David 

Noe  Cazalet 

John  Tillou 

Gabriel  Le  Boyteulx  junr  Joshua  David 

Elias  Pelletreau  junr  John  Pintard 

Elias  Grazillier  Samuel  Bourdet  junr 

Andrew  Giraud  Abraham  Poutereau 

James  David  Peter  Berton 

Francis  Baumier  Stephen  Bourdet. 

Here  foUoweth  the  names  of  the  Widow,  Women,  and  others, 
Members  of  the  same  Church,  which  have  signed  the  same 


Andrew  Foucault 
James  Bergeron 
Francis  Basset 
Daniel  Giraud 
Elie  Pelletreau     \)i\i\\ 
Daniel  Gaillard 
Elias  Chardavoine 
Elie  Mambrut 
Andrew  Richard 
James  Ballereau 
Peter  Quintard 
John  Basset    »..r:: 
James  Bobin    ^ 
Daniel  Bonnet 
Charles  Jandin 
Daniel  Jandin 
Amond  Perot 
William   Heurtin 
John  Vezien 
John  Vezien  junr 


I   fl 


liiyd 


■'>hiH 


Anthony  Pintard 
Jeremie  La  Touche 
Samuel  Bourdet 
Jean  Bachan 
Peter  Morgat 
John  Hastier 
David  Le  Teller 
Jean  Le  Chevalier 
Philip  Gilliot 
Is:  Chardovoine 
Abraham  Bertrand 
Abraham  Butler 
Daniel  Crommelin 
Anthony  La  Fondg 


Act. 


Uf 


Ol  81 


O? 


Rachel  Ebrard 
Elizabeth  Heurtin 
Marie  Anne  Ablin 
Magdelene  Fauconnier 
Anne  Bachan 
Mary  Perot 
Susanne  Magle  Basset 
Mary  Moyon 
Mary  Sergeran 
Esther  Bouniot 
Marquise  le  Boyteulx 
Martha  Brown 


(»■ 


4l-yi 


iijjfi  a  ''iii 


Renee  Mary  Rou 
Judith  Morgat 
Martha  Poutereau 
Mary  Bargeau 
Bargeau 
Leddel 
Susanne  Bontecou 
Susanne  Ford 
Mary  Oaks 
Mary  Elliston 
Martha  Perot 
Esther  Masse 
Elizabeth  Tillou 


'1.  "i'' 


oJ  ru'.'tiao:} 
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Besides  all  these  who  have  signed  this  Ad^  there  are  a  few 
others  heads  of  family,  or  members  of  ye  gaid  Church,  who 
through  fear,  or  policy,  or  some  other  worldly  regard,  have  not 
thought  fit  to  give  an  open  testimony  to  the  truth  by  signing 
this  Act,  but  who  at  the  same  time  have  not  been  willing  to  sign 
the  Act  of  y^  Consistory^  and  who  have  on  the  contrary  declared 
on  several  occasions  that  they  did  disapprove  the  rash  resolution 
of  those  Gentlemen  ;  so  that  there  are  so  many  voices  and 
suffrages  as  the  others  cannot  claim.  And  here  are  y«  names 
of  these  politici:  persons.     ' 

Peter  Dennys  Docf        "^^  i^"    Peter  Fauconnier 
-         James  Des- Brosses    '•''•*<•"    John  Garreau  Jum 
■''  James  Renaudet  v.V''.  1  Andrew  Stuckey 

^        Lawrence  Comisleau  Francis  Pelletreau       '  bii«« 

Daniel  Mesnard  •  '  -    Paul  Pinaud.  ;-•  o^tfi  en 

"  I  the  vnderwritten  Lewis  Rou,  Minister  of  y®  holy  Gospel  in 
ye  city  of  New  York,  do  also  protest  in  my  particular  against  the 
Act  of  the  Consistory  here  mentioned,  as  being  an  unjust,  violent 
and  irregular  proceeding,  done  against  all  manner  of  form, 
without  any  lawful  reason,  without  a  sufficient  and  competent 
Authority,  and  even  without  having  heard  me  ;  in  short  as  being 
contrary  to  our  discipline,  and  to  the  Word  of  God  and  equity. 
Done  at  New  York  the  31*^  of  December  1724. 

Lewis  Rou 
,      ,.  ,v      ,   -         ,  Minister  of  ye  French 

■•*'  ''^^'?  Janty  14th  1724 


Church. 


r  * 


'^'"■"        ORDER  OF  COUNCIL  ON  THE  PRECEDING. 
h 

Read  and  ordered  ye  Consistory  of  this  French  Church  be 
served  with  a  copy  and  to  make  answer  to  the  allegations  this 
day  fortnight. 


i'ai   ktB    bji!  3j  Qj: 
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^"'answer  of  m^  moulinar 

AND  THE  REST  OF  THE  FRENCH  CONSISTORY  OF  THE  FRENCH 
PROTESTANT  CHURCH  IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK  IN  THE  PROVINCE 
OF  NEW  YORK  IN  AMERICA. 

May  it  Please  Your  Excellency  and  Honourable  the  Gent 
of  his  Majesties  Councel  for  the  same  Province. 

We  the  Minister  and  Consistory  of  the  French  Reformed 
Protestant  Church  in  the  City  of  New  York  being  deeply  sensible 
of  the  favour  which  Your  Excellency  and  the  Honourable  Councel 
have  been  pleased  to  conferr  on  us  in  ordering  that  M^  Mouhnar 
and  the  rest  of  the  Consistory  of  said  Church  should  be  served 
with  a  Copy  of  the  Peticon  of  several!  of  the  Members  of  the 
said  Church  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others  of  their  brethren 
as  also  a  Certain  instrument  in  writing  under  the  hands  of  some 
French  inhabitants  Termed  an  act  of  opposition  to  which  is 
subjoined  a  Protestacon  under  the  hand  of  the  Reverend  M^  Lewis 
Rou  against  the  act  of  the  Consistory  therein  menconed  as  being 
an  unjust  violent  and  irregular  proceeding  Done  against  all 
manner  of  form  without  any  LawfuU  reason  without  a  sufficient 
and  Competent  authority  and  even  without  having  heard  him, 
in  short  as  being  contrary  to  their  Disciplin  and  word  of  God 
and  Equity  Done  at  New  York  the  31'h  of  December  1724. 
signed  Lewis  Rou  Minister  of  the  ffrench  Church. 

Whereupon  a  fortnights  time  is  granted  to  make  answer  to 
the  allegacons  thereof  by  the  order  of  this  Honourable  Board 
We  being  now  and  at  all  times  willing  and  Ready  to  give  all 
dutiful  respect  and  obedience  to  Your  Excellencys  orders  in 
Council  in  return  to  this  favour  have  perused  and  Considered 
of  Your  Excellencys  said  order  and  the  Copys  thereunto  prefixed 
by  protestacon  saving  and  Reserving  to  our  selves  now  and  at 
all  times  the  free  use  and  Exercise  of  that  liberty  of  Conscience 
belonging  and  appertaining  to  the  French  Reformed  protestant 
Churches  under  the  protection  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  Dominions  thereunto  belonging  And  the  advantage  and 
benefit  of  Exception  to  the  manifold  untruths  uncertaintys 
Errours  and  imperfections  in  the  same  Peticon  act  of  opposition 
and  protestacon  of  the  same  Lewis  Rou  Conteined  and  not 
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acknowledging  any  Jurisdiction  in  any  Civil  Court  within  this 
Province  in  and  over  the  private  affairs  of  our  Church  meerly 
Consistoriall  and  amongst  ourselves  in  answer  thereunto  or  unto 
so  much  thereof  as  we  are  advised  is  material  for  us  to  answer 
We  do  answer  and  Say  That  we  are  very  heartily  sorry  for  the 
unhappy  differences  which  have  lately  happened  amongst  our 
Congregacon  which  is  made  up  of  Members  altogether  free  and 
voluntary  and  under  no  manner  of  Compulsion  or  Restraint 
And  we  are  humbly  of  Opinion  that  the  measures  We  have 
lately  taken  to  remove  the  Cause  thereof  has  in  a  great  measure 
given  occasion  of  this  Complaint  now  laid  before  Your  Excellency 
in  Council  It  is  not  unknown  to  your  Excellency  that  the  French 
Protestants  in  the  Kingdom  of  ffrance  now  a  Considerable  body 
of  people  who  for  many  years  have  subsisted  in  that  Kingdom 
and  have  had  used  and  enjoyed  amongst  themselves  a  particular 
and  peculiar  form  of  worship  doctrin  disciphn  and  Church 
Government  without  being  maintained  and  Supported  therein  as 
the  national  Cliurch  which  in  ffrance  is  Roman  Catholick  but  by 
way  of  Dispensation  or  toleracon  so  that  it  was  not  in  their  power 
even  to  Compell  any  of  the  ffrench  Subjects  to  Submitt  unto  their 
disciplin  and  Government  nor  to  restrain  or  punish  any  of 
their  number  who  had  submitted  to  their  form  of  worship  Doctrin 
Disciplin  &  Government  who  were  minded  to  forsake  them  and 
alter  their  Profession  untill  Their  King  was  pleased  to  Revoak 
the  Edict  commonly  Called  tlie  Edict  of  Nantz  ;  And  those 
ifrench  Protestants  were  by  all  nationall  protestant  Churches  in 
Europe  received  and  treated  as  if  they  had  been  a  nationall 
Protestant  Sister  Church  however  depressed  or  oppressed  by  the 
violent  Counsels  and  practices  of  the  Roman  Catholicks,  In  the 
Enjoyment  of  that  liberty  or  rather  dispensation  or  toleracon 
their  method  and  rule  was  to  make  an  agreement  with  their 
Pastors  and  Ministers  (that  is  to  say)  each  Consistory  for  every 
Particular  Congregacon  voluntarily  and  freely  united  together 
and  entered  into  an  agreement  with  their  Pastor  &  Minister  upon 
a  Certain  speciall  mutuall  Contract,  which  when  either  party 
failed  in  performance  of  their  part  of  the  Contract  the  other  was 
at  liberty  and  freed  therefrom  on  the  other  part ;  and  this  no 
wayes  regarded  by  the  Civil  Government,  who  took  cai-e  only  to 
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■preserve  and  Support  the  Nationall  Churcli  and  that  the 
protestants  as  well  as  others  should  submitt  to  and  pay  all 
Parochial  Duties  Such  a  Special  Contract  We  made  with  M^'  Ptou 
before  he  came  over  from  England  to  us,  and  since  he  has  been 
amongst  us  whilst  he  behaved  himself  Conibrmable  to  his  agree- 
ment and  for  his  encouragraent  so  to  continue  did  come  to  a 
second  agreement  with  him  and  did  Considerably  enlarge  his 
annual  Salary  from  what  it  was  by  our  first  agreement  to  be  paid 
him  in  Quarterly  Payments,  and  as  our  Congregacon  increased 
We  did  likewise  send  for  another  Minister  and  provide  for  his 
support  &  Maiutainance  without  diminishing  or  impairing  M' 
Rou's  Stipend ;  And  this  lasted  untill  We  come  to  find  M""  Rou 
to  flagg  in  his  Duty  and  broach  innovacons  amongst  us  Contrary 
to  the  said  Contract  and  the  Constitution  of  our  Church  and  altho 
We  often  in  a  friendly  manner  Requested  him  to  Return  to  his 
Duty  and  perform  his  Contract  with  the  Consistory  he  still 
-persisted  notwithstanding  to  pursue  his  own  humour  and  put  us 
to  Defiance  Avith  many  opprobrious  and  vile  expressions  not  fit 
to  be  Repeated ;  Whereupon  We  thought  ourselves  dissolved  & 
discharged  from  our  part  of  the  Contract  with  respect  to  him  and 
left  him  to  provide  for  himself  If  M"^  Rou  will  desert  the 
Consistory  when  met  and  refuse  or  neglect  to  come  when  sent  for, 
how  are  we  to  blame  that  he  has  not  been  heard,  (as  he  is  pleased 
to  say)  We  are  not  unsensible  of  the  methods  which  M'  Rou  has 
taken  to  get  a  number  of  Subscriptions  in  his  favour  and  his 
Contrivances  to  remove  the  Jurisdictions  of  this  Matter  to 
another  Judicature  nor  of  the  heat  and  violence  of  his  Temper, 
our  foundacon  is  laid  upon  freedom  and  liberty  of  Conscience 
and  is  of  such  sort  that  if  M*"  Rou  and  his  Subscribers  are  minded 
to  sett  up  another  ffrench  Congregacon  in  New  York  by 
themselves  or  to  go  over  to  the  Church  of  England  as  by  Law 
Established  or  the  presbeterian  Profession,  We  do  not  pretend  to 
have  use  or  Exercise  any  Coersive  power  to  restrain  or  punish 
them  for  it,  much  less  to  Corapell  them  to  Return  to  us.  We 
should  be  much  better  pleased  the  peticoners  should  return  to 
and  Continue  in  our  Commission  and  Christian  fellowship  of 
their  own  free  will  and  Choice  The  ffrench  protestants  in  this 
City  have  for  the  Term  and  Space  of  upwards  fourty  years  held 
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used  and  enjoyed  this  freedom  and  liberty  by  the  indulgency 
and  favour  of  the  Succeeding  Governours  Grounded  upon  their 
instructions  for  that  purpose  (as  We  have  reason  to  believe) — 
Tliey  also  passed  the  like  Censure  formerly  against  other  ffrench 
Protestant  Ministers  for  tlieir  offences  which  being  particular  •  to 
themselves  the  Government  (for  the  time  being)  was  never  made 
privy  to  it  by  eitlier  party,  and  altho  no  doubt  the  then  Governours 
Might  have  heard  thereof  yet  did  they  never  interpose  nor  meddle 
therein ;  We  find  that  in  S'  Peters  time  such  Corruption  of 
manners  had  crept  into  that  set  of  mankind  devoted  to  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospell  of  Jesus  Christ  that  in  his  first  Epistle 
the  5'^  2*1  &  3^  V.  Caution  was  given  by  tliis  Apostle  against  this 
evil  as  it  was  likewise  reproved  under  the  law  by  the  holy 
Prophet  see  tlie  M^^  of  the  Prophet  Ezekiel  v.  4. 

We  do  not  mean  to  affirm  the  act  of  Toleracon  made  in  the 
first  year  of  King  William  the  3^  in  favour  of  Dissenters  in 
England  to  be  in  force  in  this  Colony  being  advised  to  the 
Contrary  however  We  begg  leave  humbly  to  offer  that  as  we 
cannot  be  called  dissenters  from  the  Church  of  England  as  by 
law  Established  Yet  as  We  contribute  and  pay  toward?  the 
maintenance  and  Support  of  the  Minister  of  Trinity  Church 
which  is  Established  in  this  City  for  the  nationallworshipof  the 
Church  of  England  as  by  law  and  are  in  all  other  respects 
ameanabie  to  the  laws  of  this  province  We  humbly  presume  We 
are  in  great  measui-e  (from  a  parity  of  reason)  intituled  to  all  that 
favour  here  which  is  granted  by  that  law  to  the  dissenters  in 
England.  We  cannot  be  forgetfull  of  that  most  Gracious 
Declaracon  or  saying  of  our  most  Gracious  Soveraign  Lord  King 
George  upon  his  accession  to  the  Throne  of  Great  Britain,  "  that 
"  the  indulgence  and  Toleracon  Granted  by  law  to  Scrupulous 
"  Consciences  was  by  noways  inconsistant  with  the  civil  and 
"  Religious  Constitution  of  the  Kingdom."  We  are  not 
indebted  unto  M*^  Rou  one  farthing  for  all  the  time  he  hath 
served  us  And  if  any  person  or  persons  amongst  us  have  done 
him  any  personal}  Injury  the  laws  of  England  and  of  this  Colony 
are  open  there  are  Courts  of  law  and  Justice  and  there  are 
Deputy s  who  may  call  them  to  account  We  therefore  in  all 
humble  manner  Do  presume  that  Your  Excellency  and   the 
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honourable  Eoard  will  Reject  the  Petlconers  said  Peticon  and 
Complaint  and  retain  a  favourable  Opinion  of  these  Respondents 
who  most  humbly  Pray  &c. 
Jany  281''  1724.     ^ 

J,  J,  MouLiNARs  Ministre 

Endorsed — The   answer  of  the  John  Barberie  eld^ 

Consistory  of  the    French  Louis  Carre    Ansien 

Church  of  the  City  of  New  Abraham  Gouneau  an^ 

York  to  the  Peticon  of  sev^  P^  Vallete  an^ 

Members  of  the  s^  Church  Thomas  Bayeux  an^ 

Jany  28,  1724-5  read  and  Fran  Cazalz  an^ 

referred  as  likewise  the  s^  Rene  het  an^ 

V      Petition.  ^   ^     ,  ;  i 

This  Committee  to  meet  in  the  Council  Chamber  Thursday 
next,  partyes  to  attend.  ■  .;    .      n 


--^ 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  COUNCIL  THEREUPON. 

At  a  Committee  of  the  Common  Council  held  at  the  Council 
Chamber  in  New-York,  February  the  1 8^i»  1 724-5.  .  .  ., , , 

Present  v^ 

Capt.  Walter  •  1         M"^  W^  Provoost 

Mr  Van  Dam  f        M''  Abrah  Vanhorn 

Mr  Harrison  ^         M'  Lewis  Morris  Jun^" 

Doctor  Golden         3 
The  Committee  being  met  in  order  to  consider  of  the  s*i  affair 
of  M'  Rou  and  the  consistory  of  the  French  reformed  Protestant 
Church  in  the  City  of  New-York. 

The  question  was  put  for  the  choice  of  a  Chairman. 
Then  the  Committee  chose  Doctor  Colden  for  their  Chairman 
who  took  his  place  at  the  Board  accordingly. 

Then  was  ordered  to  be  Read  the  Petition  of  M^  Rou  and  the 
Answer  of  the  said  Consistory  thereto  which  were  Read,  &  all 
pai'tys  attending  were  call'd  in  Tliey  accordingly  attending. 
Mr.  Murry  Council  for  Mr.  Rou  mov'd   that  the  question 
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might  be  put  to  the  Consistory  whether  they  adher'd  to  the 
Rules  and  Discipline  of  their  Church. 

Mr  Barbaric  for  y^  Consistory  reply'd  that  they  cou'd  give  no 
answer  to  the  question  but  left  to  their  Council  who  was  present 
to  speak  for  them.  * 

Then  M^  Jamisson  their  Council  went  on  with  a  long  discourse 
in  writing  shewing  the  nature  of  Courts  of  Judicature  and  what 
matters  are  cognizable  in  the  said  Courts  according  to  their 
several  degrees  after  which  he  endeavour'd  to  shew  that  as  M' 
Rou  had  not  comply'd  w^i^  y^  Contract  of  y^  Cons  :  they  had  a 
just  right  to  discharge  him  and  repeating  what  is  set  forth  in 
their  answer  and  jnsisting  upon  what  they  concluded  with  in 
their  answer. 

Concludes  with  praying  y^  Pet'  may  be  dismist 

Then  M*"  Vernon  open'd  himself  with  desiring  that  the  prayer 
of  the  Petion  might  be  read  w<=h  was  Then  he  observ'd  as  y® 
F:  C:  was  not  a  National  Church  and  yt  theirfore  that  no  Court 
in  the  Civil  or  Ec.  had  any  Jurisdiction  of  it  and  pray'd  y« 
Petion^"  may  be  dismist.  •'     ■  t      -  ^  = 

After  all  partys  were  withdrawn  M'  Harrison  observ'd  to  the 
Board.     [M""  Harrison's  observations  not  found.] 

«  -    !•       At  a  Committee  of  the  Council 

'■ '  *        held  at  the  Council  Chamber 
.    .  '  inNew  YorkFebry  y«18tM72415 

Present  ' 

Capt"  Walter    \  Doctor  Golden 

M""  Van  Dam     >  M^"  Abr.  Van  horn 

M""  Harrison      )  M^"  P^  Provoost 

May  it  please  yo>"  Excellency 

In  Obedience  to  your  Excellencys  Commands  in  Council 
referring  to  us  the  Petition  of  several  members  of  the  French 
congregation  praying  relief  against  a  Power  or  authority  which 
they  say  the  present  Consistory  of  the  said  Congregation  have 
Illegally  and  unwarrantablie  usurped  over  them  and  exercised 
against  all  Equity  and  Justice  in  depriving  them  of  their 
Minister,  As  likewise  the  answer  of  the  said  Consistory  to  the 
said  Petition. 


f 
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,  We  have  considered  of  the  same  that  Whereas  the  Eespondents 
do  not  in  their  answer  deny  the  Facts  complain'd  of  but  justifie 
them  by  their  being  done  by  the  Authority  of  their  Consistory 
and  decline  the  Jurisdiction  of  any  Civil  Power  over  them  and 
the  Council  for  the  said  Eespondents  did  in  their  pleadings 
before  us  call  the  said  Consistory  a  Court  who's  Jurisdiction  is 
not  Subject  to  any  Power  either  Civil  or  Eclesiastick  within  this 
Province.  And  Whereas  all  Courts  within  this  Province  that 
we  know  derive  their  Authority  from  his  Majesty  and  are 
jmmediately  under  the  Inspection  of  your  Excellency  and  this 
his  Majestys  Council  of  this  Province,     '■   -     '■'><. b  oUi'V'sr  Jwyt 

We  are  therefore  humbly  of  Opinion  that  the  said  Respondents 
be  ordered  to  appear  and  shew  by  what  authority  they  are  a 
Court  and  have  suspended  their  minister  which  is  submitted  to 
your  Excellency  by  '■  •-  ^I'-'aM,,   p  h;^']'*  si/^n-Vt  -m.  a^vii 

*f   .:i>  ;.  ri   ••..'  •;.;  i,  <      Your  Exccllencys  '  iii;;nfl{?K.'!^''l  ^mU  lo 
*'■  J^;;'i  'ri^:.tr>,;,       most  Obedient  humble  '^  ^'^ 

*'i  Li,,:ihv-    i'  i>,  n.  Servants.        -■    -    i^^-'^^^-tm 

Bv  order  of  the  Committee        '  V'^  ^wU^ 
^ 41  oJ  b' 7 ••(;.:•.>  ii  ,   Cadwalader  CoLDEN  Chairman. 

At  a  Committee  of  the  Council  held  at  the       •  '      » 
Council  Chamber  in  New  York 
'      jj|»r^,  ,  ,  .  .  ,       March  ye  3'' 1724 1 5  '    , 

Present 

•      Capt  Walter  )  r,    ,     n  ia  ■       ■  V\ 

..,  „      -^  /  •  Doctor  Colden  /• 

Mr  Van  Dam  >,,  ,r  ,^     ^  5-jr        - 

-^  ^^      .  \^'-  Ml- W^i  Provoost  V^ 

M^"  Harrison  )  ' 

The  Committee  being  met  upon  the  affairs  of  Mr  Rou  and  th^ , 
French  Church  '"^ ''  ^"'*' 

Doctor  Colden  observ'd  to  the  Board  that  as  he  had  ah-eady 
been  Chairman  upon  that  affair,  thereupon  desired  tliey  would 
be  pleased  to  put  the  Question  for  a  new  Choice 

Whereupon  the  Question  was  put  and  Doctor  Colden  chose 
Chairman 

Then  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  Council  for  the^ 
Respondants  should  make  Answer  to  the  following  Questions 
viz* 
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1st  2y  what  Autliority  they  are  a  Court. 

f 

2'^iy  By  what  Authority  they  suspended  their  minister. 

Which  are  agreeable  to  a  Report  made  to  Ms  Excellency  in 
Council  and  Confirm'd  by  that  Board  y«  18'^  of  February  last. 

Then  all  the  partys  attending  without  were  called  in. 
,    The  Council  appearing  for  the  Respondants — 

The  Report  and  Order  of  the  Council  thereupon  of  the  IS^^J 
of  February  last  were  Read — 

Then  the  Chairman  observ'd.to  the  Council  for  ye  Respondants 
that  the  Board  expected  and  required  they  should  answer  and 
Shew  by  what  authority  they  are  a  Court  and  by  wliat  authority 
they  suspended  their  minister  '  '  ,  -       - 

M^  Jamison  Replyd  they  were  no  Court  neither  had  they  any 
coercive  Power  of  suspending  their  Minister. 

T/ie  Chairman  required  them  to  answer  from  whence  they 
deriv'd  y^  Power. 

JVP"  Jamison  By  y^  Indulgence  of  the.  Government  and  own'd 
they  were  not  Independent  of  the  Government  here. 

The  Chairman  Insisted  that  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  Board 
they  should  shew  that  Indulgence  by  which  they  had  authority 
to  suspend  their  Minister  and  required  them  to  shew  it  Imme- 
diately. 

Jkf  Jamison  Not  by  any  Commission  but  by  the  Sufferance 
and  ToUeration  of  the  Government. 

M^  Barberie  Say'd  they  discharged  him,  but  did  not  Shew  by 
what  authority  or  Power. 

The  Chairman  observ'd  to  them  that  he  thought  it  very  easy 
for  them  to  shew  their  Power  if  they  had  any  and  expected  their 
answer  to  it  immediately. 

M"  Vernon  Say'd  that  by  the  same  Power  they  had  to  caU  a 
Minister  they  had  to  suspend  their  Minister. 

The  Ch:  Man  jnsisted  they  should  shew  it. 

M^  Jamison  Sayd  yt  when  their  Minister  refuses  to  serve  them 
according  to  Contract  and  the  Rules  and  Discipline  of  the  French 
Churches  in  Fran,  they  may  suspend  him  and  have  Power  by 
the  Toleration  of  y^  Governm*. 

The  Chairman  Desired  them  to  shew  that  Power  and  whether 
they  had  acted  according  to  the  discipline  of  y<^  French  Church. 
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Mr  Jamison  Repeated  by  ye  Indulgence  of  y«  Government. 

M^  Harison  desired  them  to  Shew  yt  Indulgence  whether  it 
was  by  act  of  Parliament,  whether  by  usage  or  custom  or  accord- 
ing the  Rules  and  Discipline  of  the  French  Churches  in 
France. 

M'^  Jamison — Say'd  they  were  under  the  jnspection  of  the 
Governm'  that  they  are  no  Court  but  only  an  Assembly  of  men 
and  have  no  greater  Power  or  Authority  than  a  Master  over  his 
Family  or  a  School  Master  over  ids  Scholar  and  were  accounta- 
ble to  the  Governm*  for  what  they  shoud  act  and  doe. 

That  they  have  ye  same  Power  to  turn  him  out  as  to  take 
him  in.  ^  ^  '  ^  •        •     ^   '• 

The  Chairman  observ'd  to  them  y'  they  had  not  yet  answer'd 
ye  question  so  often  required  of  them  which  obliged  him  to 
repeat  the  same.  To  know  by  what  authority  they  have  sus- 
pended their  minister. 

M^  Jamison  By  usager.        '      ■;  •■.:.•; ').u  -■/   (;;f 

Chairman  Shew  that  usage. 

M"^  Barbaric  Sayd  they  had  nothing  but  usage  or  Custom  that 
when  they  discharged  any  of  their  Ministers  they  did  not  draw 
up  any  thing  in  writing  but  paid  him  his  wages  and  discharged 
him  and  jnstanced  one  Mons'"  Dellie  and  Labora. 

NB.  This  has  been  observ'd  to  by  ye  Pef  that  those  Gent, 
were  not  discharg'd  from  their  Funtions  in  ye  French  Church. 

The  pa rtys  withdrew—    '  .        "'  '  l"^-'  "  ^^  ^^'^va- >>.  ^if^ 

The  party s  ordered  to  come  in —       .■(>'.■'•">  •■:<'  .a  imiw 

The  Respondents  were  gone,  yet  the  Ch.  M,  mentioned  to  ye 
other  side  that  the  Board  had  considered  that  ye  Respondt^  cou'd 
not  shew  any  authority  for  suspending  their  Minister,  and  shou'd 
report  it  accordingly.  -    .. 

Then  adjourn'd  till  morrow  at  3  in  y^  afternon  at  Bonticow  in 
order  to  draw  a  Report. 
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At  a  Committee  of  the  Council  held  at  New 

York  March  y«  4'^  1724|5 

Present 

Cap.  Walter  )„,>,  Doctor  Colden  ) 

Mr  Van  Dam  V  m- WUUam  Povoost  $ 

M"^  Hanson  )  '' 

May  it  please  your  Excellency 

In  obedience  to  your  Excellency  s  order  in  Council  of  the  18^*> 
of  February  last,  The  Kespondents  to  the  Peticon  of  several  of 
the  Members  of  the  French  Protestant  Congregation,  did  appear 
before  us  did  disclaim  all  Authority  of  a  Court  or  any  Coersive 
Power  but  did  affirm  that  they  had  a  power*  to  suspend  their 
Minister,  and  being  required  to  show  by  what  Authority  they 
did  exercise  the  said  Power,  whether  by  Custom  usage  discipline 
of  their  Church  or  any  other  Authority,  They  could  not  shew 
any  such  Custom  usage  Permission  discipline  or  Authority. 
We  are  therefore  of  Opinion  that  they  have  no  such  Authority  ; 
But  in  regard  to  the  French  Protestant  Church  which  has  suffered 
so  much  and  is  at  this  time  suffering  in  France  on  Account  of 
their  Religion,  and  in  regard  to  the  great  Numbers  of  the  French 
Congregation  that  live  in  good  repute  and  credit  in  this  place. 
We  are  of  Opinion  that  the  said  Congregation  be  admonished, 
that  every  person  in  it  doe  all  in  his  Power  to  preserve  peace 
and  unanimity  in  their  Congregation,  for  this  End  that  they 
Endeavour  to  bring  this  present  unhappy  Difference  to  an 
amicable  conclusion. 

That  if  this  desireable  End  cannot  be  Effected  the  partys  who 
shall  think  tliemselves  agriev'd  ought  to  apply  to  the  Courts  of 
Justice  in  this  Government  for  Redress,  with  that  meekness  and 
charity  to  each  other  which  may  Encourage  the  Government  to 
continue  towards  them  the  generous  protection  under  which 
they  have  been  long  easy,  and  that  there  may  be  no  reason  now 
to  think  that  they  grow  wanton  under  the  abundance  of  Liberty 
and  Plenty  which  they  Enjoy  here,  and  that  the  Ministers  of  the 
French  Congregation  who  shall  officiate  next  Sunday  be  ordered 
to  Read  Publickly  the  said  Opinion  and  Admonition  jmmediately 
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after  Divine  Service  in  tlie  forenoon,  which  is  submitted  to 
your  Excellency  by 

'  Tour  Excellencys  ' 

most  obedient 
humble  Servants — 
^  l:  By  order  of  the  Committe 

Cadwallader  Colden  Chairman. 
Read  and  approved  &  ordered  accordingly. 


'^' 


BAPTISTS.  ' 

To  His  Excellency  William  Burnet  Esquire  Cap*  Generall 
&  Governor  in  chief  of  the  province  of  New  York  & 
New-Jersey  and  the  Territories  depending  on  them 
in  America  And  Vice  Admirall  of  the  same. 
The  humble  peticou  of  Nicholas  Eyers  brewer  a   baptist 
teacher  in  the  City  of  New  York.  •  '  ■ .     -'i  -ii-i't 

Sheweth  unto  Yo*"  Excellency  that  on  the  first  tuesday  of 
ffebry  1715  At  a  General  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  held  at 
the  city  of  New  York  the  hired  house  of  Yo^"  peticoner  scituate 
in  the  broad  street  of  this  City  between  the  house  of  John  Michel 
Eyers  and  M""  John  Spratt  was  registred  for  an  anabaptist  meet- 
ing house  within  this  City.  That  the  peticoner  has  it  certifyed 
under  the  hands  of  sixteen  inhabitants  of  good  faitli  and  credit 
that  he  had  been  a  public  preacher  to  a  baptist  congregacon 
within  this  City  for  four  years  and  some  of  them  for  less.  That 
[he]  has  it  certified  by  the  Hon^ie  j^jp  yan  Dam  Esqr.  one  of 
his  Majesty es  Council  for  the  province  of  New  York  to  have 
hired  a  house  in  this  City  from  him  January  first  1720  only  to 
be  a  pubhc  meeting  house  for  the  Baptists,  which  he  still  keeps 
and  as  he  has  obtained  from  the  Mayor  and  Recorder  of  this 
City  an  ample  Certificate  of  his  good  behaviour  and  innocent 
conversacon.  He  therefore  humbly  prays 
May  it  please  Yoi"  Excellency  ?  l.*; 

To  grant  and  permitt  this  peticoner  to  Execute  the  ministe-. 
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riall  function  of  a  minister  within  this  City  to  a  baptist  congre- 
gacon  and  to  give  him  proteccon  therein  according  to  His 
Majesty's  gracious  indulgence  extended  towards  the  protestants 
dissenting  from  the  established  church  he  being  willing  to 
comply  with  all  what  is  required  by  the  Act  of  toleracon  from 
dissenters  of  that  perswasion  in  great  Britain  &  being  owned  for 
a  reverend  brother  by  other  baptist  teachers  And  as  in  duty 
bound  the  peticoner  shall  ever  pray  &c, 

...  Nicholas  Eyers. 

Those  may  Certify  all  whom  it  may  Concern  that  Nicholas 
Eyres  of  tliis  City  of  New  York  Brewer  hired  a  House  of  me 
January  ye  l^t  1720  Only  to  be  a  publick  Meeting  Place  of  the 
Baptists  therein  to  Worship  Almighty  God  and  the  s^  Nicholas 
Eyres  was  tlieir  Preacher.  In  Testimony  whereof  I  have  here- 
unto set  my  Hand  January  19,  1721  In  the  Eight  Year  of  his 
Maj esties  Reign  King  George  «ScC.   ,!..,;>;.  .  ■;. o  .;:■.;•..;. 

;  ,!/>   -ij  ■^.  '  n-^UMidilL  aA  Rip  Van  Dam. 

City  or  New- York. 
These  are  to  certify  unto  all  Avliom  it  shall  or  may  concern 
that  Nicholas  Eyers  brewer  an  inhabitant  of  the  City  of  New- 
York  during  all  tlie  time  of  his  residence  in  the  said  City  hath 
behaved  himself  well  as  becometh  a  good  subject  And  that  to 
the  best  of  our  Knowledge  and  understanding  he  is  blamless  and 
free  from  any  notorious  and  publick  slander  and  vice  has  gaind 
liimself  the  good  name  and  repuiation  of  his  neighbours  of  being 
a  sober  just  and  honest  man  And  is  said  to  be  an  anabaptist  as 
to  his  profession  in  religion  In  testimony  whereof  We  the  Mayor 
Recorder  &  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  New- York  whose  names 
are  hereunto  subscribed  have  signed  to  those  presents  this 
thirteenth  day  of  January  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  Our 
Soveraign  Lord  George  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain 
ffrance  and  Ireland  Defender  of  the  faith    &c  annoq    Domini 

1721  1  2. 

R  Walter 

David  Jamison. 
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WM  BURNET  ESQR  &c. 

• 

To  all  whom  these  presents  shall  come  or  may  concern 

Whereas  M"^  Nich.  Eyres  Erewer  a  Freeman  and  Inhabitant 
of  y*^  City  of  New-York  pretending  to  be  at  present  a  Teacher 
or  preacher  of  a  Congregation  of  Anabaptists  w^''  has  had  its 
beginning  about  five  Years  ago  within  this  City  and  has  so 
continued  liitherto,  and  y*  at  a  quarter  sessions  of  the  Peace  their 
House  or  Place  of  Meeting  within  this  City  has  been  Eegistred 
having  a  Certificate  of  his  past  good  behaviour  I  have  thought 
fit  to  grant  unto  the  said  Nicholas  Eyres  that  he  may  enjoy  the 
Priviledge,  benefits  and  advantages  which  dissenting  Ministers 
may  enjoy  in  great  Brittain  by  virtue  of  a  Statute  made  and 
Enacted  at  Westminster  Ent.  an  Act  for  Exempting  their  Maties 
Protestant  Subjects  dissenting  from  the  Church  of  England  from 
the  Penaltys  of  Certain  Laws  in  y®  first  Year  of  King  W™  and 
Queen  Mary  Provided  always  that  lie  shall  comply  with  all  the 
Rules  and  orders  or  directions  mentioned  &  Expressed  in  the 
same  statute  with  Regard  to  Anabaptists  or  such  Dissenting 
Protestants  who  scruples  the  Baptizing  Infants  as  far  as  can  be 
and  so  long  as  he  shall  continue  of  the  good  behaviour  towards 
[our]  Lord  the  King  and  all  his  Lege  People  In  Witness  kc^  dat. 
ye  23d  of  January  1721  j  2.      '  "    .    '■   "    ' ' 


By  his  Excellencys  Command  j 
Is:  Bobin  D:  Sec'ry. 


'■.„■■'■'    '^o)  ^'  W.  Burnet 

■•^ ,  ■■  -       .  t  -r 


LICENCE  TO  MAKE   A  COLLECTION  IN  AID  OF  A  NEW 
DUTCH  REFORMED  CHUECH  AT  N.  YORK. 

By  his  Excellency  Jn^  Montgomerie  Esq'"  kc^ 

To  all  Charitable  and  well  Disposed  Persons  Inhabiting 

the  City  of  New  York  : 

Whereas  the  Ministers  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed 

Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York  have  by  their 

humble  Petition  presented  to  me  Set  forth,  That  tlie  Congregation 

of  the  said  Church  has  Subsisted  ever  since  this  Province  was 

planted  by  Cliristians  3    and    Demeaned   themselves  in  such 

IS 
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orderly  and  Peaceable  Manner,  that  by  a  Charter  of  Incorporation 
in  the  year  1696  their  Church  and  real  Estate  and  all  their 
Religious  Rights  were  confirmed  unto  them  and  their  Successors 
for  ever  according  to  the  Constitution  and  Directions  of  the 
Reformed  Churches  in  Holland  approved  and  instituted  by  the 
National  Synod  of  Dort  That  by  the  blessing  of  God  the  said 
Congregation  is  now  become  so  numerous  that  very  often  their 
present  Church  will  not  contain  all  the  members  of  it,  so  that 
many  of  them  are  obliged  to  Refraine  from  coming  to  the 
Publick  Worship  for  want  of  Room  That  for  preventing  the 
Inconveniences  aforesaid,  and  to  Promote  Divine  Worship  for 
the  Glory  of  God  and  the  Salvation  of  Souls  the  Petitioners  by 
and  with  the  Consent  and  approbation  of  other  members  in 
Communion  with  them,  purchased  a  Convenient  Spot  of  Ground 
from  M"  David  Jamaison  L}ing  and  being  to  the  northward  of 
the  French  Church  in  the  northward  of  this  City,  and  built 
thereon  another  Larger  Church  so  far  as  to  get  the  same  under 
Roof,  the  cost  and  charge  whereof  having  already  Exceeded  their 
Stock,  so  that  a  considerable  Sum  will  yet  be  requisit  to  Compleat 
the  Same  for  the  Pious  use  it  is  intended  for  And  for  as  much 
as  they  and  many  of  the  Congregation  of  the  said  Dutch  Church 
have  at  all  times  bountifully  Contributed  to  the  building  and 
Embellishing  of  other  Protestant  Churches  more  particularly 
the  Church  of  England  in  this  City,  they  are  in  hopes  their 
voluntary  assistance  adding  to  those  of  the  Dutch  Congregation, 
will  Enable  them  to  finish,  and  Compleat  the  Church  aforesaid 
Wherefore  pray  that  I  would  be  pleased  to  Grant  the  Pef^  a 
Lycence  to  Crave  the  voluntary  assistance  and  Contributions  of 
all  well  disposed  Persons  within  the  City  of  New  York  for 
Compleating  a  Structure  altogether  intended  for  Divine  Worship 
according  to  the  Discipline  and  Government  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church,  as  it  is  Established  by  the  Synod  held  at  Dort  in 
the  years  1618  &  1619.  and  to  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatso- 
ever, which  pious  undertaking  I  being  willing  to  promote  and 
Encourage  have  thought  fit  to  grant  unto  the  said  Ministers 
Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  said  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Leave  Licence  and  Liberty  to 
Collect  and  Receive  the  free  Voluntary  and  Charitable  Contri- 


484       PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  CITY  OF  KEW-YORK.  / 

buttons  of  all  Christian  and  well  Disposed  Inhabitants  of  the 
City  of  New- York,  towards  the  finishing  and  Compleating  the 
before  mentioned  Dutch  Church  by  them  begun  as  by  their 
Petition  is  Set  forth  and  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  to  them  a 
Sufficient  Warrant  Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  at  Arms  at  Fort 
George  in  New  York  tlie  twenty  fifth  day  of  April  in  the  Second 
Year  of  his  majestys  Reign  Annoq  Domini  1729,     ^  '  ■ 

%•  The  Church  above  aniuled  to  was  erected  in  1729;  it  stood  between  Cedar 
and  Liberty  streets,  and  is  now  occupied  as  the  Post  Office,  N.  Y. 


PETITION  DEMANDING  THE  EEMOYAL  OF  THE  SHERIFF. 

New-York  Sept.  12,  1737. 

To  the  Honour^^^  George  Clarke  Esq.  Leiv'  Governour  & 
Command"^  in  Chief  of  New-Yorke  &  Territorys   thereon 
Depending  in  America. 
The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  ' '■       -  *^^  •    '^   ■■■■■-■■  -■^'":  ju.: 

Most  Humbly  Sheweth  '  " 

That  wee  have  this  day  seen  or  heard  of  the  most  Barefaced 
Villany  Committed  by  Willm  Cosby  Esq^  present  high  Sheriff 
of  this  Citty  &  County  of  New-York  in  the  Face  of  the  world  in 
Declareing  Adolphe  Philipse  to  be  chosen  Representative  for  tliis 
Citty  and  County  Contrary  to  the  Duty  of  his  Oath  and  office. 

Wee  therefore  most  Humbly  pray  that  our  Lives  Libertys  and 
properties  may  no  Longer  Remain  Committed  to  the  Said 
William  Cosby;  but  that  he  may  be  forthwith  removed  from  liis 
said  Office  and  the  S^  Adolph  Philipse  may  not  be  qualified  to 
Sit  as  an  Assembly  man  untill  a  fair  Hearing  of  the  matter  and 
y  Petitioners  shall  Ever  pray 

Mar:  Bout  Andries  Barhydt  ,;      '.  Tennis  Van  Voert 

Fredryck  Blom  Albartis  Bosch  Nick  Clas  Burger 

Gerret  Abramse  Thomas  Montanye  Samll  Browne 

John  Rogers  John  Els  worth  Johannes  Van  Zant 

John  Ewets  Daniel  Dyke  ;     "        Edward  Man 

his  Francis  Basset  ^       Aaron  Smith 

John  X  Van  Home  Willm  Smith  Gilbert  Van  Dursen 

mark  Peter  Clopper  Pieter  Brower 
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Henry  Bensen      -r 
John  Peers 
Jacob  Kip 
Isaac  Varian 
Peter  Rushton 
John  Saml  Smith 
Abraham  Van  Deuzen 
Archd  Fisher 
James  Lyncle 
Saml  Lawrence 
Anthony  White 
John  !\lcLennon 
Mathvv  Norris 
John  Dyer    ;  .,.i  ^ ;  ■:   ir- 
Rip  Van  Dam      ..  ,r, 
Jacob  Walton      ..  !;.:, 
John  d  Witt         ,     '.-.-, 
Da  Provoost  Junr 
Richard  Van  Dyck 
John  La  Grange  Junr 
Anthony  Lamb 
Peter  Bush 
John  Vrettenburgh 
Jacobus  Mountana 
William  Vreden  Biorgh 

his 
Abram  Abramse  ><! 

mark 
Yan  Voes 
Jno  Stoutenburgh 
Tobias  Stoutenburgh 

his 
William  X  Hichkook 

mark  ,1/  , 

Benj:  Thomas 
William  Byfeld 

his 
Abram  ^  Amerman 

mark 
his 
Jono  y,  Rome 

mark 
Christian  Hertell 
Cornelius  Vangelder 
Henry  Brevortt 
John  Nicholls 
John  I»e  Key 

his 
Servas  ><j  Vleereboam 

mark 
Johanns  Baut 


Luke  Romme 
Jan  Van  Aernam 
Isaac  Stoutenburgh 
John  Robbins 
Thos  Clarke 
Haeserwel   Van  heusen 
Jacob  Koningh 
Abrah  :  Ketletas  .    ■: 

Samll  Weaver  .'  •.'.  ' 

Robert  Aikens         ;'  v   -r 
Robt  Queaile  i 

Frank  Balthar 
Richd  Caswell  > 

George  Tolnire  ff-o 

Hugh  Shaw  ,  •: .  i 

Petr  Van  Rant  _.:    •' 

Geo  Burnet  'i     ■••'i:i 

John  Cannon 
Jacobus  Kiersted 
John  Aspinwall        '' 
WlUm  Boyd  '   •    ;■    •; 

his 
Gisbert  X  Van  Vleckte 

mark  /     >, 

Abram  Florintine       >; 
Nicholas  Clouds         /•■-  •  ■• 
Rive  Williams         ■  >..'!!i  . 
Isaac  Garnier 
Jacob  brat 

James  Hardings  1^      f 

Thomas  Pix  .' ;     .    6 

James  Axford     - 
Tho:  Ware  - 

Jon  Fred  .'i ..', 

Thomas  Pool 
Joseph  WaUlron 
Cornelius  Brouwer 

his 
Gcdion  ><(  Cartsen 

mark  his 

Peter  Cambertse  >^ 
Thomas  Grant    mark 
Frederick  Becker 
Peter  De  Grove 
John  Bensen 
Abraham  Greverroo 
Robert  Crannell 
Thomas  Dewite 
John  Brasker 
Saml  Goodness 
Peter  Lynch 


Isaac  Clark  i 

Jacob  Vandewsen 
Cornells  Thorpe 
Cornells  Van  De  Water 
Robeart  Hares 
Johannes  Poulis 
Jacob  Pit 
Jacob  Pettersmith 
Adam  Konning 
Henry  Cavelier 

his 
Matthew  ><;  Bell 

mark 
Joseph  Palding 
Irael  Shadweck 
Edw  Smith 
Jonathan  Friend 
Peter  Vlireboon     -■- 
Martynes  Bogert 
Johannis  Van  Wyck 
John  Cannon 

his 
Lucas  ><  Van  Veghte 

mark 
Jacobus  Quyck 
Joost  De  milt 
William  Pell  *,     i  , 

Jno  Fizard 
Isaac  Van  Deursee 
Abiah  Santford 

hi3 
Saml  Waldron  ><J 

mark 
William  Regner 
Michael  Henderson 
Jonas  Wright 
Adams  Gordon 

his 
Robert  Shedden  ^ 

mark 
Dyrc  Kock 
John  Basset 
John  Bond 
Charles  Jandine 
Abraham  Benson 
John  Bodin 
Samson  Benson 
Gilbert  Rattry 
John  Bell 

George  Van  Hoorne 
Edward  Williams 
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Elias  Rice 

John  Sutton 

William  Rigs 

Richard  Harris 

John  Cook 

Thomas  Cox 

John  Eckesen 

Peter  Cannon 

Collin  Bassey        .  _>  ^ 

Mathw  N orris      ' 

Tho:  Haywood 

Robert  Fiouk 

Wm  Walton  juni 

Jan  Oothout  •!■•":.  i'- 

Jacob  Banyer  :  w-  '' 

"Wm  Rousby  '[.:■■. ' 

W  Wessels    (■■ivtlii!  •,.■ 

Phillip  ..    f:vi 

Francis  Many 

Thomas  Wallis 

James  Desbrosses 

Abram  PaUling       ,,,  ;■ 

John  Stephens      -,'■..  i 

Gerret  Hyer  ■,* ;  i.  •■  . 

Charles  Reekman  Junr 

Coenradt  ten  eyck 

Peter  Simmons 

Johannis  Muesarol 

George  Feilding 

Johannis  Lagransie 

Richard  Ten  Eyck 

Thomas  Hans 

Jacob  ten  Eyck    ■"    • 

Andrew  ten  Eyck 

Barent  Bush 

John  Ripyell 

William  Bauvois 

John  Van  Derspiegel 

William  Edmonds 

Saml  Piice 

henry  beekman  t.  ■  ;  '  i 

Richd  Ray 

Phillip  Boiles 

Jacob  Bosh  -.  :.;■,: 

Augustus  Jay 

Andrew  Clopper 

Rapl  Goelet         i"-^  '' 

Abram  Pels 

Henderick  Van  de  Water 


Charles  beckraan 

Cornelius  Clopper  Junr 

Law  :  Van  der  Spiegel 

Peter  Van  Duersan 

A  Viele 

Peter  Bond 

William  Van  Duersen 

Pr  Vallete 

Wm  Randell      ;; ?  r     n ;, . 

Isaac  Brasiere 

his 

John  X  Degraf 

mark 

John  Marshall  • 

■v 
Gerret  Keteltas 

Michael  Berthon  : 

Charles  Hanlon 
Isaac  Chadarine 
Simon  Van  Sis 

the 
John  ><1  Custer  " 

mark  -  ;• 

the 
David  f^  Dufure 

mark    •■'■■  ■  i  ■ '   '.  '>■■■'• 
Jacobus  Stoutenburgh 
William  Dron 
Samuel  Horson  ' 

Isaac  De  foreest 
Hendrik 
John  Dally        rJ  '  >-- 

his 
Giusbei  t  X  Garritson 

mark 
JohnVanHorne        { '  ■     ' 
Teunis  Quick 
John  Taylor 
Thos  Brown         ant 

his 
Peter  ><j  Montanje 
mark 
his 
William  1^  Broune 

mark 
/         his 
John  >^   Allomer 

mark 
William  Crolius       ■ :  .    •' 
Isae 
Henry  Cordes 

'/  -I  Hi; 


his 
William  ><  Bogert 
mark 
his 
Teunes  ><}  Tibout 

mark 
Cornells  Tiebout 
Thomas  Wendover 
Phillip  Goelet 
Abraham  Kip 
Joseph  Doty 
J.  Browne        v  .  ; 

his 
Charles  ><1  Lushar 
'  •  mark        •'  ••  "• '  •' 

Richard  Ashfteld 
James  Darcy 
Danl  Shatford 
Gerrard  Beekman 
Martinis  Cregier 
John  Provoost  ' 

Tho:  Niblett 
Samuel  Jacobs       ■  •  ^'  '■ 
Isaac  Gardner  fuv 

James  Mundell       ;       ^ 
Wm  Walton 
Peter  Schuyler  " 

D.  Provoost 
Charles  Le  Roux 
Henry  Beekman  Junr 
John  Breese 
N  Gouverneur 
Wm  Beekman  . 

Peter  Van  Dyck 
Jos:  Royall  :  ;'  . ' 

David  Abeel 
Jacob  Goelet 
Wm  Hammersley         '^ 
Peter  Zenger 
John  Gaskine  ' 

Thomas  Stutt 
Brandt  Schuyler 
John  Van  Gelder 
Andrew  Marschalk 
Hendreckus  Boelen 
Samvell  Gates 
Daniel  Waldron 
John  Meyer 
Ad : Hardenbroek 
Peter  Praa  van  Zandt 


// 
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Peitcr  Losa 
Peter  Praa  Provoost 
Saml  Payton 
Philip  Soper 
John  Lashar 
Thomas  Ming 
John  Gilbert 
Wm  Car 
Richard  Noble 
Josiah  Smith        ..    .,.-    ^ 
John  Goelet 
William  Dwir 
Andrew  Abrama 
Theunes  Dufver 
John  Wilkinson 
Joseph  Devoe 
Johannes  Van  Zandt 
Anthony  Lamb     ;  _j   j 
J.  Deforeest 
Christian  La  Grange 
Samuell  Brown 
Tobias  Ten  Eyck 
Thomas  Warner 
William  Hyr  '  ^ 

Fredrick  Line      -;   ;  ; ; 
John  Bassett 


Jacobus  Quick 

Abraham  Quick 
James  Carroll 
Elie  Manbrut 
John  Buckenhoven 
Joh :  Blom 
John  Man 
John  Peterson 
Henry  De  Foreest 
Abraham  Van  Gelder 
John  Tillou 
John  Allton 
Teunus  Tiebout 
Ralph  Thurman 
Gerret  Aarsin 
Chas  Henderson 
Andw  Myer 
Johannes  Van  Deursin 
William  Gilbert 
Isack  Wood 
John  Wilks 

Jas:  Johnson  , .   .  ■ 

Jacob  Rapelie 
Edwd  Hukes  ; 

Edward  Anderson         .,- 
James  Brown 


James  Bussey 
Peter  de  milt 
John  Faneau 
W.  Dyke 
John  Doukefibeck 
Robert  Aikens 
Abraham  Ten  Eyck 
Joseph  Evesen 
Jacob  blom 
Johan  Roerback 
Daniel  Ebbets 
Joseph  Strokes 
Danl  Smith 
Matt :  Hobbs 
Thos  Darrild 
Harmanis  Stymets 
Isaac  Garnier 
Abram  Marichalck 
Henry  Philips 
John  Cox 
Francis  Scott 
Willm  Blake 
John  Tenbruck 
William  Gale 


\f  •■ 


-^M- 


PETITION  FOR  A  BRIEF  TO  BUILD  A  LUTHERAN  MEETING 

HOUSE  IN  NEW  YORK. 

To  his  Excellency 

The  honourable  George  Clinton  Captain  Geuerall  and 
,     ^        Governour  in  chief  of  the  Province  of  New  York  And 
Territories  thereon  Depending  in  America  Vice  AdmiraU 
of  the  Same  and  Admiral  of  the  White  Squadron  of  his 
Majesties  Fleet. 
The  humble  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  this  City, 
High  Germans,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others  of  the 
same  Country  But  now  Incorporated  Freemen  of  this 
City  of  New  York  most  humbly 
Sheweth 

That  Whereas,  under  his  Majesties  most  mild  and  indulgent 
Laws  and  happy  constitution  of  Government  they  do  enjoy 
Liberty  of  Excercising  their  Religion  according  to  their  Con- 
science in  peace  and  Tranquility  (thro  Gods  Blessing)  and  which  is 
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and  alwaies  was  in  the  way  and  according  to  the  Faith  and  practice 
of  Lutherans  and  it  being  after  the  method  and  manner  of  the 
High  Dutch  and  in  their  Language  occations  their  being  denyed 
and  debarred  the  priviledge  of  Assembling  in  Congregation  with 
Th'other  Lutherans  in  their  present  Church  in  the  said  City,  who 
vary  much  from  them,  and  more  so,  on  the  account  of  their 
Constant  use  and  practice  of  their  Religion  in  the  Low  Dutch 
Way,  &  who,  by  reason  of  very  many  ancient  people  as  well  as 
young  Ones,  most  of  them  poor.  Likewise  in  respect  of  the 
tenderness  of  Conscience,  cannot  be  brought  over  to  Learn  their 
Language  or  Exercise  of  Religion  in  the  Low  Dutch  way 
Therefore  are  and  have  been  a  Long  time  Separate  from  any 
publick  Congregation  for  the  Performance  of  their  way  of 
Worship,  which  all  others  his  Majesties  Loyal  Subjects  in  their 
perticular  PersAvasions  Have  the  happiness  and  benefit  of  within 
this  City  of  New  York. 

Now  Your  Excellency's  most  humble  Petitioners,  humbly  pray 
that,  as  they  have  the  present  oppertmiity  of  a  godly  and  worthy 
Minister  to  be  a  Preacher  Amongst  tliem  from  the  same  Country 
and  of  the  same  Religion  and  Language  with  Your  Excellency s 
Petitioners,  And  legally  ordained,  as  in  and  by  his  Credentials 
and  credible  Testimonials  may  and  doth  appear.  So,  Your 
Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant  us  your  paternal  Permission, 
to  goe  about  this  City  amongst  the  Rest  of  our  countrymen  and 
fellow  Citizens  to  ask  and  collect  such  benevolent  contributions 
as  they  or  any  others  Shall  be  willing  to  give  or  bestow  for  and 
'iwards  the  Building  of  a  Meeting  House  for  the  Lawful  and 
igublick  Exercise  of  their  Religion  as  aforementioned  &  your 

Excellencys  ,     .  „ ,. 

Most  humble  Petitioners '•■''^■-' " 
hi  st;ijw  As  in  duty  bound      ''"'    '    '•nT 

.}f?j.-;  ,.,'[.     Shall  forever  Pray  &CS. 

;  .[/Cijc  ';  i,,o:        Philips  Grim 


Johannes  fetz 
Johann  


4th  April  1750. 


Cristoffer  Bott  lieb  Creutz 


Granted.  Mark  Shaffer. 

•,*  The  building  here  proposed  to  be  erected  stood  afterwards  at  the  nort^ 
end  of  Cliff  Street.  .*-vJ>  ,    ;  ^:. ,  .i...:i. ,.  ;...u,  ,  ,,kj  .  i,.       ,,..■..,. 
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PETITION  OF  THE  FKENCH  CHURCH  FOU  A  CHARTER, 

Y:  i:  To  his  Excellency  the  Honorable  Robert  Monckton 
}'.hc_-  Captain  General  &  Governor  in  Chief  of  the  Province 
•■  f  ■  ;j  of  New  York  k  the  Territories  thereon  depending  in 
r."  America  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same  &  Major  General  of 

his  Majesty's  Forces.  Slc^  &c=i 
rf :     The  Petition  of  Jean  Car  11  the  present  Minister  Peter  Vallade 
If..        &  James  Desbrosses  the  present  Elders  and  Daniel  Bonnet 
vrr.-v     &  Charles  Jandine  the  present  Deacons  of  the  French 

Protestant  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York. 
Most  humbly  Shewetii 

That  a  considerable  Part  of  this  Province  and  particularly  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  the  Counties  of  West  Chester  and 
Richmond  and  a  Tract  called  the  Paltz  in  Ulster  County  have 
been  long  since  settled  by  many  of  those  unhappy  People  who 
flew  from  the  Persecution  in  France  upon  the  Revocation  of 
the  Edict  of  Nantz  in  1685. 

That  those  who  established  themselves  in  the  City  of  New 
York  were  enabled  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Colony 
passed  in  1703,  to  purchase  and  set  apart  a  Lott  of  Ground  on 
which  in  the  succeeding  Year  they  erected  a  decent  Edifice  for 
the  public  Worship  of  Almighty  God  according  to  the  usage  of 
the  French  protestant  Churches,  and  the  Residue  they  devoted 
to  the  use  of  the  Cemetry  or  Church  Yard  for  the  Interment  of 
their  Dead. 

That  they  have  ever  since  maintained  a  Succession  of  Ministers 
there,  who  have  dispensed  the  Ordinances  of  divine  Worship  in 
the  French  Tongue  once  to  a  very  numerous  and  flourishing 
Congregation,  now  indeed  unhappily  reduced  by  various  Causes 
to  a  less  popular  Assembly. 

That  besides  the  said  Church  and  Lott  of  Ground  they  enjoy 
the  Rents  of  a  House  and  Parcel  of  Ground  in  the  Township  of 
Breucklin  on  Nassau  Island,  charitably  given  for  the  better 
Support  of  the  Gospel  amongst  them.  •.-   > 

That  the  said  Lot  of  Ground  in  this  City  is  situated  on  the 
North  East  side  of  King's  Street  and  is  in  Breadth  in  the  Front 
to  the  said  Street  Seventy  Feet  and  in  the  Rear  Seventy  five 
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Feet  and  in  Length  extending  from  the  Front  on  both  sides  to 
Little  Queen  Street  on  the  Easterly  Side  one  hundred  &  jfifty 
four  Feet  and  on  the  Northwesterly  Side  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Seven  Feet  and  one  Half  Foot  English  Measure  and  that  the  said 
House  and  Lot  or  Parcel  of  Ground  in  the  Township  of  Breuck- 
lin  are  situated  near  the  Ferry  on  Nassau  Island  containing  in 
Breadth  Eighty  Feet  &  ten  Inches  fronting  the  Road  from  the 
City  Ferry  to  Breucklin  Church  &  the  same  in  the  Rear,  and  in 
Length  on  both  Sides  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  feet  all 
Enghsh  Measure,  and  are  bounded  Southeasterly  by  Land  now 
or  late  belonging  to  the  Widow  Middagh  &■  Northwesterly  by  the 
Land  formerly  of  Hans  Bergen. 

That  your  Petitioners  who'  do  most  cordially  exult  in  the  late 
Successes  of  liis  Majesty's  Arms,  hope  their  Congregation  will 
speedily  grow  numerous  by  foreign  Accessions,  and  are  extremely 
desirous  to  secure  the  little  Estate  they  now  enjoy  &  transmit  it 
to  their  Posterity  for  the  pious  Ends  for  which  it  was  originally 
given. 

And  as  the  French  Protestants  in  general  may  boast  of  the 
most  inviolable  Fidelity  to  all  those  indulgent  States  &  Powers 
who'  protected  them  from  the  merciless  Rage  of  their  Popish 
Persecutors — as  your  Petitioners  in  particular  are  the  Descend- 
ants of  a  People  who',  suifered  the  greatest  Hardships  &  flew 
from  their  native  Country  to  preserve  the  Purity  of  the  Christian 
Faith  and  Worship.  i    .^   -      *■»'?•;•      :  r.j 

As  tliey  flatter  themselves  that  a  French  protestant  Church  in 
this  City  may  invite  Forreigners  of  their  Perswasion  to  come 
over  and  settle  here  increase  the  number  of  useful  Inhabitants  & 
be  a  Means  to  reclaim  the  Kings  popish  Subjects  in  Canada  who' 
will  visit  these  Parts  from  the  Errors,  Idolatry  &  Superstition 
of  the  Church  of  Rome  &  thus  facilitate  their  hearty  Submission 
to  the  British  Government  firmly  confiding  therefore  in  your 
Excellency's  Generosity  to  all  Protestants  who'  are  good  Subjects 
&  being  perswaded  that  the  zeal  for  the  Public  Interest  which 
has  so  often  induced  you  to  expose  your  Life  in  the  most 
hazardous  Enterprizes  will  engage  your  Excellency's  approba- 
tion of  any  Measure  that  may  conduce  to  the  common  utility  & 
the  maintenance  of  the  protestant  Rehgion,  Your  Petitioners  do 
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tlierefore  most  humbly  Pray  for  a  Grant  &  Confirmation  of  the 
Premisses  &  that  they  &  tlieir  Successors  may  be  made  capable 
to  hold  &  enjoy  the  same  by  his  Majesty's  Royal  Charter  creating 
them  a  Body  Politic  in  Deed  &  in  name  by  the  name  &  style  of 
the  Minister,  Elders  &  Deacons  of  the  protestant  French  Church 
of  the  City  of  New  York  and  that  they  &  tlieir  Successors  may 
tliereby  be  enabled  to  acquire  &  hold  a  further  Estate  &  to  injoy 
such  other  Powers  &  Privileges  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
orderly  Government  of  their  Church  &  the  pious  Purposes 
aforesaid  specefied  in  a  certain  Draft  herewith  presented  or  such 
other  Immunities  &  Powers  as  to  your  Excellency  in  your  great 
Wisdom  may  seem  meet. 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  pray  &,c 

.-■'I'.        Jean  Carle 
New  York  1^  March    ^v    '  '■.  t  ;'1'  ■'.       Peter  Vallade 

1763.    "i//^■:i^■l  ;i  '-Uil':  'i'>  ,'    ■;       Jaques  Desbrosses 
..^■";;i  ;U';;;:^;)'l    ;••■•,   ■'•'']   ]''■■■■■•'''!     '-',.       Daniel  Bonn  it 
4  ■•/ii'jn  m'I  ,!■;.';■.   :.;:;!i:  ■;::-■;'■'  Charles  JandiNE. 


f,, . 


•)...uih  J    il'w.'ft 


[^•^H^.HI  j-nD  oTc;.:.,..  .'...>.  .-i-  ..,.,..|,.-  ,  ,-.;  bli,' 


i;,,>  ni   pj;.pj^jQj^  Qp  rj.jjj.  LUTHERAN  CHUHCII. 

To  the  Honourable  Cadwallader  Colden  Esq""  his  Majesty's 
Lieutenant  Governour  and  Commander  in  Chief  over 
the    Province  of  New  York   and   the    Territories 
'■'''.  depending  thereon  in  America  &c:a- 

In  Council 

The  Petition  of  John   Albart  Weygand  Minister  Lawrence 

'  Eaman,  George  Peterson  and  Charles  Beekman  Elders, 

- '•   »   >  ■  and  Henry  Rieter,  Henry  Bear,  John  Van  Orden  and 

O'.i '  ''■•J  I  John  Snous  Deacons  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  the 

City  of  New  York  according  to  the  Confession   of 

7 

,   Augsburgh. 
Humbly  Sheweth 

That  the  Minister  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  said  Church  did 
on  the  eighth  day  of  February  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
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fifty  nine  present  tlieir  Humble  Petition  to  the  Honourable 
James  De  Lancey  Esq""  then  Lieutenant  Governour  of  the  said 
Province  in  Council  setting  forth  among  other  things  the  first 
establishment  of  that  congregation  in  this  City  previous  to  the 
Conquest  of  the  Dutch  in  the  year  1664:  and  the  several  Licences 
or  Acts  granted  to  them  by  the  Governours  of  this  Province 
both  English  and  Dutch  since  that  Period;  and  therefore  humbly 
praying  for  a  Grant  and  Confirmation  of  the  Ground  whereon 
their  Church  was  Built  and  the  Country  appertaining  thereto 
scituate  on  the  West  side  of  Broadway  in  the  Westward  of  the 
City  of  New  York  and  that  they  and  their  Successors  might  by 
his  Majesty's  Royal  Charter  be  Enabled  to  enjoy  the  same  and 
also  a  further  Estate  and  such  powers  and  priviledges  as  might 
be  necessary  for  Pious  purposes. 

That  the  said  Petition  being  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Council,  they  on  the  14th  day  of  March  following  were  pleased 
to  report  that  they  had  gone  through  the  said  petition ;  and 
were  of  Opinion  that  his  Honour  might  grant  the  prayer  tliereof, 
that  the  said  report  being  agreed  to  &  approved  ofby  his  Honour 
in  Council ;  It  was  ordered  that  a  draft  of  such  Charter  of 
Incorporation  should  be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  Board  for 
its  approbation.  ■ 

And  your  Petitioners  do  further  shew  unto  your  Honour  tliat 
notwithstanding  tlie  said  Order  no  Charter  hath  been  presented 
for  the  Incorporation  of  your  Petitioners  by  which  the  business 
and  Interests  of  their  Church  have  been  much  Injured  and  do 
daily  Suifer. 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  most  humbly  pray  that  your 
Honour  will  be  pleased  to  Issue  your  Warrant  directing  his 
Majesty's  Attorney  General  to  prepare  the  Draft  of  such  letters 
of  Incorporation  &  lay  the  same  before  your  Honour  in  Council 
pursuant  to  the  before  mentioned  Report  and  Order  for  that 
purpose  tliat  your  Petitioners  may  be  no  longer  Deprived  of  the 
benefits  thereby  Intended  them 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in 
'■'  "    Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c 

Sept.  29.  1763.  John  Albert  Weygand. 

George  Peterson. 
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CASE  OF  THE  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  CITY  OF  N.  Y. 

Many  Protestants  of  this  Perswasion  emigrated  from  Europe 
into  this  Colony  at  its  first  Settlement  by  tlie  Dutcli.  When  the 
Country  was  Surrendered  to  the  Crown  of  England  in  1G64,  the 
Articles  of  Capitulation  secui-edto  the  Inhabitants  their  Keligious 
Priviledges,  as  well  as  their  Possessions  ;  and  soon  after  the 
Surrender,  Colonel  Nicholls,  Lieutenant  Governor  under  the 
then  Duke  of  York,  by  an  Act  under  his  Hand  and  Seal,  licenced 
the  Lutherans  to  send  to  Europe  for  a  Pastor  of  their  own 
Perswasion. 

In  1608  M^'  Fabricius  being  then  come  over  as  the  Pastor, 
Lovelace,  Nicholl's  Successor,  by  a  like  Act  Confirmed  that  of 
Nicholls  ;  and  gave  free  Liberty  to  the  Congregacon  to  exercise 
Divine  Worship  according  to  their  Profession. 

The  Dutch  in  1673  having  reduced  the  Country,  the  Lutherans 
had  then  a  Church  within  the  Fortifications  of  the  City,  obtained 
Leave  from  Colve  the  Dutch  Governor  to  Erect  a  Church  on 
the  Ground  where  the  present  Church  stands  ;  tlie  Ground  being 
given  in  exchange  for  that  whereon  their  first  Chui-ch  was 
Erected,      j.-iv.  ,•:,•:.;',,:•::!  :i,r;'/.'.  '    :,..„:; ';,.^^ 

By  their  own  Growth  and  Foreign  Accessions  they  at  tliis 
Day  form  a  considerable  Congregation  chiefly  consisting  of 
industrious  Mechanics  &  Labourers.  And  within  a  few  Years 
particularly  their  Number  is  much  augmented  ;  and  it  is  no  more 
than  Justice  to  this  People  to  say,  that  they  have  always  demeaned 
themselves  quietly  and  irreproachably  ;  and  that  their  Church  is 
of  Publick  Utility  as  it  affords  the  Means  of  Worsliip  to  multi- 
tudes of  Foreigners,  wdio  are  constantly  settling  among  us,  and 
who  understanding  only  the  German  Language,  would  otherwise 
be  deprived  of  that  Benefit 

In  1759  the  Congregation  presented  a  Petition  to  be  Incor- 
porated, which  being  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Councel,  Avas 
favourably  Reported.  But  for  some  Reasons  the  then  Lieutenant 
Governor  did  not  chuse  to  Seal  the  Charter,  till  his  Majesty's 
Pleasure  should  be  known.  For  this  purpose  their  Petition 
with  several  from  the  Dissenting  Congregations  for  the  like 


494        PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  CITY  OF  NEW- YORK, 

Priviledge,  were  sent  to  the  Ministry ;  and  it  was  not  till  lately 
Lieutenant  Governor  Golden  received  Instructions  not  to  Grant 
these  Charters,  as  his  Majesty  saw  no  Reason  which  rendered  it 
necessary. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  Case  with  other  Congregations, 
it  is  submitted  to  his  Excellency,  whether  from  the  peculiar 
Circumstances  of  the  Lutherans  they  do  not  stand  in  great  need 
of  the  Indulgence  they  ask,  upon  these  Accounts. 

1st  Many  years  since  a  Member  of  their  Church  gave  them 
two  Houses  and  Lots  in  tliis  City,  which  tho'  of  no  great  Value, 
are  the  Chief  Support  of  the  Minister.  The  Deed  is  so  inartificially 
drawn  that  had  not  that  Statute  of  Mortmain  which  annulls  all 
Gifts  and  Grants  in  favour  of  Churches,  been  in  the  way,  it  w^ould 
not  nevertheless  have  Vested  the  Fee  in  the  Congregation  ;  for 
it  ConA^eys  the  Estate  to  the  Elders  and  Deacons  by  name,  and 
their  Successors;  and  they  for  want  of  Incorporation,  have  no 
legal  Succession,  and  cannot  Inherit.  -'    '  i"*  '.'''' ■ 

2d  Some  years  since  the  Congregation  sent  two  of  their 
Members  into  Germany  to  Sollicit  Contributions  for  their  use 
among  their  Friends  and  Countrymen.  This  was  attended  with 
considerable  Success  :  But  the  Persons  intrusted,  finding  they 
could  not  be  called  to  an  Account  by  reason  of  the  Church's  not 
being  Incorporated,  Embezzled  the  Mony,  never  accounting  for 
any  part  of  it. 

If  these  Reasons  were  Represented  they  might  probably  have 
a  good  Effect,  especially  as  his  Excellency  can  receive  good 
Testimonials  of  the  People,  their  Poverty,  and  the  Publick 
Utility  of  their  Cliurch,  which  could  illy  be  maintained  if  at  all, 
should  they  loose  their  Houses  ;  and  this  must  be  the  Case 
whenever  a  legal  Enquiry  is  made  into  their  Title  :  And  indeed 
it  has  been  already  Threatned.  '    --.,  ;  ! 

The  method  to  secure  them  a  good  Title  must  be  by  prosecu- 
ting an  ofiice  tliro'  the  Escheator,  as  tlie  granter  is  Dead  without 
Heirs  ;  Incorporating  the  Church,  and  then  obtaining  a  grant 
from  the  Crown.  ilfiio^M^v?  ;>  .  '.^•■.opu 

One  of  the  Royal  Instructions,  which  requires  that  no  forfeiture 
or  Escheat  shall  be  granted  but  thro'  the  Treasury  and  board 
of  Trade,  is  no  small  Embarrassment  to  such  a  process,  and 
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must  often  tie  up  a  governor's  Harids  from  doing  acts  of  Justice 
&  Charity  ;  as  considering  the  Important  Business  of  these 
Boards,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  attract  their  Attention  to  such 
trivial  objects.  Two  Cases  have  happened  in  the  late  Lieutenant 
Governor  De  Lancy's  Administration  :  One  o^  Patrick  Smith 
the  other  of  Johannis  Maltz,  who  died  without  Heirs.  Offices 
were  prosecuted  at  a  considerable  Expence  to  those  were 
conceived  by  the  Government  to  have  the  best  Title  to  the  Royal 
Favour,  and  upon  a  promise  of  a  Grant  to  them  :  But  this 
Instruction  being  in  the  way,  the  Lieutenant  Governor  repre- 
sented their  Case  to  the  Treasury  and  Board  of  Trade,  and 
asked  Leave  to  make  the  Grant,  and  notwithstanding  to  this 
Day,  no  Notice  has  been  taken  of  the  Petitions  or  his  Sollicitation. 

This  being  the  State  of  their  Case  the  Lutheran  Congregation 
most  humbly  beg  his  Excellency's  Interposition  in  their  Favour. 

(Endorsed)     Case  of  the  Lutheran  Church 

humbly  presented  'i.!-^ 

,      to  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Moore  Bar*^     ,    •  „;  ■> 


•"<&« 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  SONS  OF  LIBERTY  TO  THE  ASSEMBLY. 

■      .  -         ■     ■    .  • .  -f      ■:    r  -  .,     ■     I,    , .  .  ■:■    - 

.,    -  ,         "  Assembly  Chamber  City  of  New  York 

Die  Veneris  yii  A  M  tlie  29th  November  1765 

Ml"  Lott,  Clerk  to  this  House,  presented  on  the  26 '^  Instant  a 
sealed  Letter  to  the  House,  directed  in  the  Words  following  Viz* 

To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  Mew  York 
Which  Letter  was  deliver'd  to  him,  the  said  Lott,  by  his  Clerk, 
who  received  it  from  a  person  unknown,  and  was  inclosed  in 
anotlier  Letter  directed  To  M^  Lott  Merch*  in  Mew  York,  and  the 
same  being  read  was  in  the  Words  following 

"  On  Receiveing  you  are  to  read  the  inClosed  in  the  open  assem- 

"  bly  of  this  province  New  York  as  you  are  Clark  and  whare  of 

"  fail  not  on  your  perrel, 

'  "  Freedom." 

And  tlien  the  Letter  addressed  to  the  General  Assembly  being 
opened  k  also  read  was  in  the  Words  following 
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^'  Gentlemen  of  tl^.e  house  of  Representatiyes  you  are  to 
"  consider  what  is  to  be  Done  first  Drawing  of  as  much  money 
"  from  the  Lieu^  Governor's  Sallery  as  will  Eepare  the  fort 
"  &  on  Spike  the  Guns  on  the  Battery  &  the  nex  a  Repeal  of 
"  the  Gunning  Act  &  then  thare  will  be  a  good  Militia  but  not 
"  before  &  also  as  you  are  a  setting  you  may  consider  of  the 
"  Building  Act  as  it  is  to  take  place  nex  yeare  wich  it  Cannot 
"  for  there  is  no  supply  of  Some  Sort  of  the  materials  Required 
"  this  Law  is  not  Ground  on  Reasons  but  thare  is  a  Grate  many 
"  Reasons  to  the  Contrary  so  Gentlemen  we  Desire  you  will  Do 
"  what  Lays  in  your  power  for  the  Good  of  the  public  but  if 
"  you  take  this  ill  be  not  so  Conceited  as  to  Say  or  think  that 
"other  People  know  noting  about  Government  you  have 
"  made  these  Laws  and  say  thay  are  Right  but  they  are  Rong 
"  &  take  away  Liberty,  Oppressons  of  your  make  Gentlemen 
"  make  us  Sons  of  Liberty  think  you  are  not  for  the  public 
"Liberty,  this  is  the  Generel  Opinion  of  the  people  for  this 
"  part  of  Your  Conduct  by  order  sign''  one  &  all 

Nov  26  1765  FREEDOM" 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  Consideration  of  the  said 
Letters  and  having  fully  weighed  and  examined  the  same     ,  ,  » 

Resolved  Nemine  Contradicente,  that  the  said  Letters  are 
Lybellous,  Scandalous  and  Seditious,  containing  many  indecent 
and  Lisolent  expressions,  highly  reflecting  on  the  Honour,  Justice 
and  Authority  of,  and  an  high  Insult  &  Indignity  to,  this  House  : 
and  are  designed  and  Calculated  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the 
good  people  of  this  Colony,  against  their  Representatives  in 
General  Assembly. 

Resolved  Nemine  Contradicente,  that  the  Author  or  Authors 
of  the  said  Letters,  is,  or  are,  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanour  and 
a  most  daring  Insult  on  the  Honour,  Justice  and  Authority  of 
this  House,  and  therefore 

Resolved  Nemine  Contradicente,  That  an  humble  address  be 
presented  to  his  Excellency  the  Governour,  Requesting  he  will 
be  pleased  to  Issue  a  proclamation,  offering  a  Reward  of  Fifty 
pounds  to  any  person  or  persons  wlio  shall  discover  the  Author 
or  Authors  of  the  above  Recited  Letters  or  either  of  them  so 
that  they  may  be  convicted  and  brought  to  condign  Punishment 


\ 
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Resolvrd  Nemine  Contradicente  that  this  House  will  provide 
Ways  and  Means  for  paying  the  said  Sum  of  Fifty  Pounds  in 
case  the  Author  or  Authors  of  the  said  Letters  should  be  disco- 
vered and  Convicted  as  aforesaid." 

Ordered  tliat  Col"  Seaman  and  Mr  Philip  Livingston  wait  on 
his  Excellency  tlie  Governour  with  the  foregoing  Address  and 
Resolutions  of  tliis  House 

By  order  of  the  General  Assembly 

yy^:.  .;.,,..      1    .■   i       AbRM    LOTT    Clk 


*^^» 


PETITION  OF  THE  PKESBYTERIANS  OF  N.  Y.  TO  THE  KING. 

To  THE  Kings  most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

The  Petition  of  John  Rodgers  and  Joseph  Treat,  the  present 

Ministers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  City  of  New 

York  according  to  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith, 

Catechisms  and  Directory  ;  agreeable  to  the  Established 

.  ,  ;,  Church  of  Scotland,  William  Smith,  Peter  Van  Brugh 
Livingston,  John  Smith,  Garret  Noel,  Thomas  Jackson, 
and  Nathaniel  M^Kinley,  the  present  Elders  of  the  said 
Church,  John  Stepliens  and  Peter  Ryker,  tlie  present 
Deacons  of  the  said  Church,  and  Thomas  Smith,  White- 
head Hicks,  WiUiam  Smith  jun^  John  Lasher,  Joseph 
Hallet,  John  Dunlap,  Peter  R  Livingston  and  John  Morin 
Scott  the  present  Trustees  of  the  said  Church  for  assisting 

'\  the  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons  in  the  temporal  affairs 

of  the  same  Church,  K»  . . ',, 

Most  HUMBLY   ShEWETH,  ;J    .   ■       :' 

That  sundry  Protestants  of  their  perswasion  who  came  over 
into  this  Province  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  together  with 
others  Inhabitants  of  the  said  City  of  New  York,  many  years  ago 
entred  into  the  Design  of  settling  a  Church  and  Congregation  in 
the  said  City  of  New  York,  for  the  publick  Worship  of  God 
according  to  the  usage  of  the  reformed  Protestant  Presbyterian 
Churciies;  and  that,  for  that  Purpose,  John  Nicoll,  Patrick 
McKnig-it,  Gilbert  Livington,  Tliomas  Smith  and  divers  other  well 
disposed  Persons,  with  the  Assistance  of  the  Charitable  ('ontri- 
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butions,  obtain'd  from  tlie  Inhabitants  of  the  said  City,  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  the  Churcli  of  Scotland,  purcliaseJi 
tlie  Ground  herein  aftermentioned,  and  on  part  thereof  erected 
an  Edifice  or  Church  for  the  Publick  Worship  of  God. 

That  the  Fee  Simple  of  the  said  Ground  being  by  sundry 
Mesne  Conveyances  vested  in  James  Anderson,  the  first  Minister 
of  the  said  Cliurch,  the  said  John  Nicoll,  and  in  Joseph  Liddle 
and  Thomas  Ingiiss,  the  same  on  or  about  the  sixteenth  day  of 
May  in  the  Year  cf  cur  Lord  one  tliousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirty,  was  by  Indenture  under  their  Hands  and  Seals  conveyed 
in  due  form  of  Law,  to  tlie  Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland  and  the  Commission  thereof,  the 
Moderator  of  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  the  Professor  of 
Divinity  therein,  tlie  Procurator  and  Agent  for  the  Church  of 
Scotland  for  the  time  being,  and  their  Successors  in  office,  as  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  said  Church  of  Scotland. 

Tliat  by  an  Instrument  dated  the  fifteenth  day  of  August  in 
the  Year  of  our  Lo-rd  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty 
two,  under  the  Seal  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Chui'ch  oi 
Scotland,  and  signed  by  Niel  Campbell,  Principal  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Glasgow  and  Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland  and  Commission  thereof ;  James  Nesbit,  one 
of  the  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  at  Edinburgli,  Moderator  of  the 
Presbytery  at  Edinbiu'gh,  William  Hamilton  Principal  of  the 
University  of  Edinburgh,  James  Smith  Professor  of  Divinity 
therein,  and  William  Grant  Advocate  Procurator  for  the  Church 
ol  Scotland  for  the  time  being,  they  then  did,  pursuant  to  an 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Chui'ch  of  Scotland,  dated  the 
8*'!  daj  of  May  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  tliirty  one,  empowering  and  appointing  them  to 
grant  those  Presents,  declare  that,  notwithstanding  the  aforesaid 
Right  made  to  them  and  their  Successors  in  office,  they  were 
desirous,  that  the  aforesaid  Building  and  Edifice  and  Appur- 
tenances thereof  be  preserved  for  the  pious  and  religious 
Purposes  for  which  the  same  were  designed  ;  and  that  it  should 
be  free  and  lawful  to  the  Presbyterians  then  residing  or  that 
should  at  any  time  thereafter  be  resident  in  or  near  the  aforesaid 
eity  of  New  York  in  America,,  or  others  joining  with  them  to 
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convene  in  the  aforesaid  Churcli  for  the  Worship  of  God  in  all 
the  parts  tliereof,  and  for  the  Dispensation  of  all  Gospel 
Ordinances,  and  generally  to  use  and  occupy  the  said  Church 
and  its  appurtenances  fully  and  freely  in  all  times  coming,  they 
supporting  and  maintaining  the  Edifice  and  Appurtenances  at 
their  own  Cliarge. 

That  the  said  Cliurch  and  Congregation  greatly  increasing 
under  the  Pastoral  Charge  of  M^  Ebenezer  Pemberton  the  second 
Minister  thereof,  the  Petitioners  and  others,  with  the  help  of 
further  charitable  Contributions,  were  obliged  for  the  greater 
Convenience  of  the  Members  of  the  said  Congregation  to  enlarge 
the  old  Church,  and  did  accordingly  in  the  year  of  oui-  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty  eight  erect  and  compleat  their 
present  Church,  being  an  Edifice  built  of  Stone  in  length  eighty 
Feet,  and  about  sixty  Feet  in  breadth  :  That  the  Ground 
whereon  the  said  Chui-cli  is  built  is  situated  in  the  North  ward  of 
tlie  said  City  of  New  York,  on  the  North-easterly  side  of  Wall- 
Street,  and  is  in  breadth  fronting  the  said  Street,  and  also  in  the 
rear  eighty  eiglit  Feet,  and  in  length  on  each  side  about  one 
hundred  and  Twenty  Feet,  all  English  measure. 

That  the  said  Congregation  is  since  become  still  more  numerous, 
and  that  they  are  very  desirous  to  secure  their  said  Church  and 
the  Cemetry  thereunto  adjoining  and  acquire  a  further  Estate  for 
the  better  support  of  the  Gospel,  and  to  enlarge  their  Cemetry 
for  the  more  decent  Interment  of  tkeir  Dead,  and  to  enjoy  such 
other  Powers  and  Privileges  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  better 
maintenance  of  the  Worship  of  Almighty  God  among  them, 
according  to  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith,  Catechisms, 
and  Directory.  '     ; 

That  your  Majesty's  Subjects  of  the  Province  of  New  York, 
Dutch  and  English,  of  the  Presbyterian  Perswasion,  are  a  great 
Majority  of  the  whole  number  of  its  Inhabitants,  and  boast  the 
most  undissembled  Loyalty  and  attaqliment  to  your  Majesty's 
Person  Family  and  Government,  and  most  sincerely  and  ardently 
pray  for  the  Succession  of  the  Crown  in  Your  Royal  House. 

Tb.at  there  is  no  general  Establishment  of  Rates  for  the  Build- 
ing and  repairing  of  Churches,  and  the  support  of  the  Ministers 
of  tlie  Gospel  La  this  Colony;  and  the  v/hole  Charge  of  support- 
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ing  the  Worship  of  God  is  therefore  defrayed  by  and  depends 
upon  voluntary  Contributions:  and  tho'  a  Freedom  from  com- 
pulsory Laws  among  Protestants  of  such  various  Denominations 
wiU  render  any  attempts  to  force  a  Unj^brmity  detrimental  to 
the  Publjck  Peace,  and  obstruct  the  settlement  and  Growth  of 
the  Country:  yet  since  every  Congregation  stands  in  need  of 
some  Estate  for  pious  Uses,  and  the  suspicious  confidence  in 
private  Trustees  inevitably  expose  them  to  numberless  Incon- 
veniencies  and  Discoui-agements  the  Governors  of  this  and  the 
neighbouring  Province  of  New  Jersey  have  wisely  thought  fit  to 
grant  Charters  of  Incorporations  to  sundry  Churches  both  of  the 
.  Episcopal  and  Presbyterian  Denominations,  incorporating  them 
and  enabling  them  to  receive  Benefactions,  maintain  a  Succes- 
sion, and  make  Bye-Laws  for  the  Government  of  their  Members; 
and  by  this  Means  a  sufiicient  Encouragement  of  rehgious 
Worship  has  been  given  without  the  legislative  aid.  /  .  ■ 

Humbly  presuming,  that  the  Church  to  which  Your  Majesty's 
Petitioners  belong,  would  have  the  same  Countenance,  a  Petition 
was  sometime  ago  preferred  for  a  Charter,  to  M''  De  Lancey, 
lately  Lieutenant  Governor  of  this  Province;  but  as  the  Lutheran 
Congregation  of  this  City,  have  been  disappointed  in  a  like 
application,  and  your  Petitioners  are  advised  tliat,  for  want  of  an 
express  Power  in  the  Governor's  Commission,  tliere  may  be  some 
doubt,  whether  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  granted  here  Avill  be 
valid  unless  Your  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  an 
Instruction  for  that  Pui-pose;  and  as  the  old  English  Statutes  of 
uniformity  do  not  extend  to  America;  and  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  Your  important  Dominions  abroad,  depend  not  only 
upon  their  enjoyment  of  tlie  Liberty  of  Conscience,  but  the 
equal  Eye  of  the  Sovereign  upon  faithfull  and  loyal  Protestants 
of  every  Denomination,  and  especially  those  of  the  two  Com- 
munions established  in  Great  Britain. 

,  Your  Majesty's  Petitioners  most  humbly  pray,  that  Your 
Majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  issue  Your  Royal  Com- 
mand under  the  Privy  Signet  and  Sign  Manual  to  the  Governor 
or  Commander  in  Chief  of  tlie  said  Province  and  his  Council  for 
the  time  being  and  all  otlier  officers  therein  concerned  under  them, 
immediately  after  the  receipt  thereof,  to  grant  and  confirm  the 
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Premisses  to  your  Petitioners  and  to  create  tliem  a  Body  Politick 
and  Corporate  in  Deed  and  in  iianie,  by  the  Name  and  Stile  of 
"  The  Ministers,  Elders,  Deacons,  and  Trustees  of  the  Presby- 
"  terian  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York  according  to  the  West- 
"  minster  Confession  of  Faith,  Catechisms  and  Directory, 
"  agreeable  to  the  present  established  Church  of  Scotland;"  and 
that  they  and  their  Successors  may  be  thereby  enabled  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  the  said  Province  to  hold  and  enjoy  the  Premisses, 
and  to  acquire  and  hold  a  further  Estate,  and  enjoy  such  other 
Powers  and  Privileges  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  pious  Uses 
aforesaid,  expressed  in  the  form  of  a  Charter;  which,  that  Your 
Majesty  may  be  more  fully  apprized  of  the  wliole  aim  of  Your 
Petitioners,  is  hereunto  annexed,  or  that  Your  Majesty  in  whose 
Grace  and  Clemency,  Your  People  have  the  fullest  Confidence, 
would  be  pleased  to  grant  them  such  other  aid.  Protection  and 
Countenance,  as  to  Your  Royal  Wisdom  shall  seem  meet. 

And  Your  Majesty's  Petitioners,  as  in  Duty  bound,  will  ever 
pray;  kc^ 

John  Rogers,  '        Peter  Richer, 

Jqs  Treat,  Tho*  Smith, 

W'n  Smith,  Whitehead  Hicks, 

B.  V  B.  Livingston,  W™  Smith  jun"", 

Jn"  Smith,  John  Lasher  jun' 

'  Garr*  Noel,      ^.  '  Joseph  Hallett, 

Thos  Jackson,  John  Dunlap, 

I  Nath^  M^Kinly,      ,.  Peter  R.  Livingston, 

John  Stephens,         :',  Jn"  Morin  Scott. 

New  York 
18«»  March  1766.  ' 


LORDS  OF  TRADE  TO  GOV.  MOORE. 

Whitehan  July  29,  1766. 

Sir 

His  Majesty  having  been  pleased  by  an  order  in  Council  to 
refer  to  us  for  our  Consideration  and  Report  a  Petition  of  the 
present  Ministere  of  the  presbyterian  Church  in  the  City  of 


^ 
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New- York  praying  to  be  iucorpora^ed  by  a  Cliarter  under  the 
Seal  of  the  Province  of  New-York  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in 
the  said  Petition,  We  think  it  necessary  (not  only  from  a 
Consideration  of  the  Nature  of  the  Petition  in  general  but  also 
as  it  refers  to  a  like  application  formerly  made  by  tlie  said 
Ministers  to  Lieutenant  Governor  DeLancy  and  to  proceedings 
had  thereupon)  to  send  you  the  inclosed  copy  of  the  said 
Petition,  desiring  that  you  will,  after  having  communicated 
it  to  the  Council  for  such  advice  &  Information  as  they  may  be 
able  to  give  you  upon  it,  report  to  us  in  the  fullest  manner,  the 
present  State  and  Condition  of  this  Protestant  Establishment, 
and  also  all  the  Proceedings  upon  the  Petition  alledged  to  liave 
been  presented  in  the  administration  of  M^"  Delancy,  and  the 
Reasons  wiiy  such  Petition  did  not  proceed  at  that  Time,  with 
your  opinion  whether  from  any  particular  circumstance  in  t'je 
present  state  of  the  Province  of  New- York,  there  are  any 
objections  to  Complying  with  a  Request,  whicli  in  the  general 
and  abstracted  view  of  it  appears  to  us  to  be  no  ways  Improper 
or  unreasonable.  We  are  Sir 

Your  most  ob*  Servants 
..    -  Dartmouth 

John  Roberts 

■•    '  It' .      ■  . '   ■ ' 

,  .  W^^    FlTZHERBERT 

Palmerston 
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PETITION  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIANS. 

To   his  Excellency   Sir  Henry  Moore  Baronet,  Captain 
Generall  &  Governor  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  New 
York  and  the  Territories  thereon  depending  in  America 
Vice  Admirall  of  the  same  &c^     In  Council. 
The  Petition  of  the  Minister,  Elders,  Deacons  and  Trustees  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York,  according 
to  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith,  Catechisms  &  Directory 
agreeable  to  tlie  estabhshed  Churcli  of  Scotland 
Most  humbly  sheweth 
That  your  Petitioners  are  informed  that  your  Excellency  was. 
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pleased,  on  the  fourth  Day  of  February  Instiint,  to  lay  a  Petition 
lately  preferred  by  your  Petitioners  to  the  King's  most  Excellent 
Majesty  for  a  Charter,  and  a  Drjift  of  the  Cliarter  they  prayed 
for,  before  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Council  for  their  Report 
thereon  to  your  Excellency,  in  Pursuance  of  a  Letter  of  Reference 
sent  to  your  Excellency  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade 
&  Plantations. 

And  as  your  Excellency  and  tlie  Honorable  Board  may  justly 
expect  to  be  waited  upon  by  your  Petitioners  to  be  ascertained 
of  the  Trutli  of  such  of  the  Facts  in  the  said  Petition  suggested 
as  may  perhaps  be  thought  to  require  Proof.  And  your 
Petitioners  are  extremely  desirous  to  give  full  Satisfaction,  and 
to  enable  your  Excellency  to  report  on  tliis  Subject  to  their 
Lordships  by  the  return  of  the  Packet  which  arrived  yesterday. 

•  Your  Petitioners  therefore  beg  Leave  in  this  Way  to  signify 
their  Readiness  to  attend  tlie  Commands  of  your  Excellency  and 
the  Honorable  Board,  and  most  humbly  Pray  if  there  are  any 
Facts  not  so  notorious  as  to  require  Proof,  that  a  Note  of  them 
may  be  signiJied  by  the  Clerk  of  tlie  Council,  and  a  short  Day 
appointed  for  your  Petitioners  to  exhibit  the  evidence  that  maj 
be  desired. 

And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  Duty  l>ound,  will  ever  pray  kc^    ; 

John  RodgekS  V.  D.  M.  J  yot  themselves 

New  York  17^^  February  V  '^^'^  the  rest  of 

1767.  Jos    Treat  V.  D.  M.      ^- ^^«  Petitioners.' 


; 


-,■.'  >^;  .::.;?    .:    ;'■■:■-=■  .     ;  ;.-.l'cn 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  N.  Y.  ON  THE  PRECEDING 

io^    '^n-^-  PAPERS. 

ii 
May  it  please  your  Excellency 

In  Obedience  to  your  Excellency's  Order  in  Council  of  the  4*^ 

ultimo,  referring  to  us  a  Letter  of  the  29^*'  July  last,  from  the 

Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  ;  and  requiring 

our  Advice  and  Inforination  on  the  Petition  therein  inclosed, 
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lately  presented  to  his  Majesty,  by  the  "  Present  Ministers  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  City  of  New  York,  praying  to  be 
incorporated  by  a  Charter  under  the  Seal  of  the  Province  of  New 
York,  for  the  Purposes  set  forth  in  the  said  Petition."  The 
Committee  have  duely  considered  the  same,  and  beg  leave  to 
represent  to  your  Excellency  :  ': '^  '      >  -  ;    <• 

That  on  the  8*^  February  1759,  a  Petition  was  preferred  to 
Lieutenant  Governor  De  Lancey  by  the  "  Minister,  Elders  and 
Deacons  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York" 
praying  to  be  incorporated  ;  and  afterwards  on  the  14*''  March 
following,  reported  by  the  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred, 
and  a  Charter  advised  to  be  granted  to  the  Petitioners —  That  on 
the  30'''  March  1759,  a  like  Petition  was  presented  to  \l}  De 
Lancey  by  the  "  Minister  Elders  Deacons  and  Trustees  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York''  and  referred  to 
a  Committee —  That  on  the  9t''i  February  1763,  an  Application 
of  the  same  Nature  was  made  by  the  "  Minister,  Elders  and 
Deacons  of  tlie  reformed  Protestant  Dutcli  Church  of  the  Town- 
ship of  Orange"  and  referred  to  a  Committee—  That  on  the  16*^ 
March  1763,  a  Petition  of  the  '-Minister,  Elders,  and  Deacons 
of  the  French  Protestant  Church,  of  tlie  City  of  New  York," 
praying  to  be  incorporated,  was  read  in  Council  j  and  likewise 
referred  to  a  Committee —  And  that  on  the  9^i^  Septemlx^r  1763, 
the  Lutherans  by  a  second  Petition,  prayed  a  Warrant  might 
Issue  to  the  Attorney  General,  to  prepare  a  Draft  of  the  Cliarter 
ordered  on  their  former  Petition ;  both  wliicli  Petitions,  the 
Council  advised  M  Colden  to  transmit  to  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations —  That  M"" 
Colden,  whose  Reasons  will  appear  by  his  Letters  on  tliis 
Subject,  did  transmit  the  said  two  Petitions  ;  and  received  their 
Lordships  Answer,  by  their  Letter  of  the  IS^^i  July  1764,  wherein 
is  the  following  Paragraph.  "  We  have  attentively  considered 
the  Petition  of  tlie  Minister,  Elders  and  iJe-acons  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  praying  for  a  Charter  of  Licorporation  ;  and  though  we 
shall  be  at  all  Times  desirous  of  concurring  in  any  Measure,  that 
may  contribute  to  the  Satisfaction  of  every  pious  Community, 
the  principles  of  which  are  not  adverse  to  the  Religious  Consti- 
tution of  these  Kingdoms  :  Yet  it  does  not  appear  to  us  from  any 
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tbmg  set  forth  in  their  Petition,  that  such  an  Incorporation  is  at 
present  Necessary  or  Expedient." 

Except  tiie  Charters  granted  to  the  Church  of  England,  all 
the  Instances  of  such  Incorporations  within  this  Province,  (four 
only  in  Number)  arc  confined  to  the  Dutcli,  whose  Claims  to  this 
Distinction,  are,  tlie  Committee  apprehend,  grounded  on  one  of 
the  Articles  of  Capitulation,  on  the  Surrender  of  the  Colony  in 
the  year  16 64,  by  which  it  is  declared  "  that  the  Dutch  here, 
shall  enjoy  the  Liberty  of  their  Consciences  in  Divine  Worship, 
and  Church  Discipline."  ^ 

In  the  Petition  now  under  Consideration,  it  is  asserted  as  an 
Inducement  to  the  Royal  Grant ;  "  That  his  Majesty's  Subjects 
of  the  Province  of  New  York,  Dutch  and  English  of  the 
Presbyterian  Perswasion,  are  a  great  majority  of  the  whole 
Number  of  its  Inhabitants"  :  This  Suggestion,  though  it  should 
be  allowed  in  respect  to  Numbers,  cannot  be  admitted,  as  to  the 
Connection  it    supposes  between    the    People    of   those    two 
Denominations  ;  The  Dutch  were  originally  part  of  the  Church 
of  Holland,  and  conform  themselves  to  the  Doctrine  Worship 
and  Discipline  approved  by  tlie  National  Synod  at  Dordrecht ; 
Whereas  tlie  Prayer  of  the  Petitioners,  is  to  be  incorporated  by 
the  "  Name  and  Stile  of   the  Ministers,  Elders,  Deacons  and 
Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
according  to  the  Westminister  Confession  of  Faith,  Catechisms, 
and  Directory,  agreeable  to  the  present  established  Church  of 
Scotland." — In  regard  to  the  other  Allegations  in  the  Petition, 
the  Committee  discover  no  essential  or  material  Difference  in 
the  Circumstances  of  the  Petitioners,  and  the  otlier  Protestant 
Congregations,  not  of  the  Communion  of  the  Church  of  England, 
whereon  to  ground  any  Preference    But  it  is  asserted  by  the 
Petitioners,  That  "  the  old  English  Statutes  of  Uniformity,  do 
not  extend  to  America ;"  Whether  these  Statutes,  or  that  of  the 
5'ii  Anne  Cap  :  5,  wliich  is  made  an  essential  part  of  the  Act  of 
Union  ;  do  or  do  not  extend  to  the  Plantations  ;  is  a  Question 
of  which  the  Committee  do  not  conceive  themselves  competent 
Judges  ;  and  which  appears  necessary  to  be  determined  on  the 
highest  authority,  previous  to  any  final  Resolution  on  the  Petition; 
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lest  such  Incorporations  might  be  considered  as  repugnant  to 

the  provisions  of  those  Statutes.  i 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted 
3  "i      -       By  Order  of  the  Committee 

0.  ;  .  ^     Jos:  Reade  Chairman. 

City  of  New  York   )  --  -  '-t'.  -'■:i^'i.  -.■■.;.      ,  :,:    .,.:;; 
2401  March  1767  S    :^;'.    ,-  ■  ..'     ■■'.,    -,';,-■;   -     ..„■ 


••  r, 


«<g^p«.- — , 


I    ' 


KING'S  ORDER  IN  COUNCIL  DISMISSING  THE  PETITION  OF 
THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHUBCH. 

-     ,  [Counc.  Mia.  XXVI.]  , 

[Seal]       ''  '         At  the  Court  at  S' James's  "■'    •;! 

Tlie  twenty  sixth  day  of  August  1767.     ' 

\  •■  '    •"  '    '    ■■'  ••■  Present  ■'.  i'n,    .iijU 

The  Kings  Most  ExcBXLENT  Majesty  ■.:■-.'    i  ;  "t,.. 

Arch  Bishop  of  Canterbury        Visc<3unt  Falmouth      -" ''■■ 
Lord  President         "    ';'  Viscount  Barrington    ^■^■ 

Duke  of  Grafton  Lord  Le  Despencer      '"  '' 

Earle  of  Shelburne  Mr.  Secretary  Conway 

■"■''■'        Viscount  Townsend  ■'"''•    '•  ^ 


/ 


Whereas  there  was  this  Day  read  at  the  Board  a  Report  from 
the  iiight  lionobie  the  Lords  oi  the  Committee  of  Coimcil  for 
Plancation  aiiaird,  dated  the  24ti»  of  this  Instant,  in  the  Vv^ords; 
following  viz^ 

"Your  Majesty  having  been  pleased,  by  your  Order  in  Council 
"of  the  28**1  May  1766,  to  direct  the  Lords  Commissioners  for 
"  Trade  and  Plantations,  to  Consider  and  report  their  Opinion  to 
"  this  committee,  upon  a  petition  of  the  present  Ministers,  Elders, 
"  Deacons  and  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  York, 
"  humbly  praying,  for  the  reasons  therein  contained,  that  your 
"  Majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  create  them  a  Body 
«  Politick  and  Corporate,  by  the  Name  and  stile  of  the  Ministers, 
«  Elders,  Deacons  and  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
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^'  tlie  City  of  New  Yorkj  according  to  the  Westminister  Confession 
"  of  Faith,  Catechisms  and  Directory,  agreeably  to  the  present 
"  Chiircli  of  Scotland,  and  that  they  and  their  Successors  may 
"  be  thereby  enabled,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Province,  to 
"  hold  and  enjoy  the  said  Church  and  Ground  belonging  to  the 
"  same,  and  to  acquire  and  hold  a  further  Estate  and  enjoy  such 
"other  Powers  and  Privilges  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
"  Encouragement  of  Religious  Worship  ;  and  tliat  Your  Majesty 
"  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  grant  them  sucli  other  Aid, 
"  Protection  and  Contenance,  as  to  Your  Royal  Wisdom  should 
"seem  meet — And  the  said  Lords  Commissioners  having,  in 
"  obedience  to  Your  Majesty's  said  Order  of  Reference,  reported 
"  to  this  Committee,  that  it  appearing,  as  w^ell  upon  the  face  of 
"  the  said  Petition  itself,  as  from  other  papers  in  possession  of 
"  tliat  Board,  that  many  Proceedings  Iiad  been  had  before  the 
"  Council  of  New  York,  touching  an  application  of  the  Presby- 
"  terian  Church  th.ere,  for  a  Charter  of  Incorporation,  it  v/as 
"  tliought  advisable  to  transmit  a  Copy  of  the  said  Petition  to 
■^^  the  Governor  there,  with  Directions  to  communicate  the  same 
"  to  the  Council  for  their  Advice  and  Information  thereupon, 
"  and  to  repoi't  in  the  fullest  manner,  the  present  State  and 
"  condition  of  this  Protestant  Establisliment,  and  also  all  the 
"  proceedings  upon  a  Petition  to  the  same  Effect  presented  to  them 
"  during  tlie  Administration  of  Lieutenant  Governor  Golden,  and 
"  the  Reasons  why  such  application  did  not  succeed  at  that  time. 
"  That  in  Return  to  this  Reference  to  the  Governor  of  New 
"  York  he  had  lately  transmitted  to  the  said  Lords  Commissoners 
"  a  report  made  to  him  thereupon  by  a  Committee  of  Your 
"  Majesty's  Council  there,  wherein  is  set  forth  not  only  a  true 
''Account  of  the  Proceedings  and  Precedents  to  v/hich  the 
"Petition  to  Your  Majesty  refers,  but  a  doubt  is  likevyise  stated 
"  of  great  weight  and  Importance  in  this  Question  Viz*  Whether 
"  Your  Majesty  consistent  with  the  Obligation  you  are  under  by 
"  Your  Coronation  Oath,  founded  on  the  Act  of  the  5tli  of 
"Queene  Anne  Cap  5,  Intituled  'An  Act  for  securing  the 
"  Church  of  England  as  by  Law  established,'  can  create  such 
"  an  Establishment  in  favour  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  as  is 
"  now  requested  ?    Which  Question  the  said  Lord  Commissioners 
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"  conceive  to  be  of  too  great  Importance  for  them  to  decide  upon, 
"  but  upon  the  fullest  Consideration  of  what  is  stated  in  the 
"Keport  of  the  Council  of  New  York,  they  are  of  Opinion,  that 
"Independent  of  the  objection  arising  out  of  this  Question,  it  is 
"not  expedient  upon  Principles  of  General  Policy  to  comply 
"  with  the  Prayer  of  this  Petition,  or  to  give  the  Presbyterian 
'  Church  of  'New  York,  any  oilier  Privileges  and  Immunities 
•'  than  it  is  entitled  to  by  the  Laws  of  Toleration —  The  Lords 
•'  of  the  Committee  having  maturely  considered  the  Whole  of 
"  this  Matter,  do  agree  in  Opinion  Vv'ith  the  said  Lords  Commis- 
"  siouers,  and  therefore  humbly  Report  to  your  Majesty  that  the 
"  said  Petition  ought  to  be  dismissed/' 

His  Majesty  taking  the  said  Eeport  into  Consideration,  was 
pleased  v/ith  tlie  Advice  of  his  Privy  Council  to  approve  thereof, 
and  to  Order,  as  it  is  hereby  Ordered,  that  tlie  said  Petition  of 
the  Ministers,  Elders,  Deacons  and  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  New  York,  be  dismissed  this  Board — whereof  the 
Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  his 
Majesty's  Province  of  New  York,  for  the  time  being,  and  all 
others  whom  it  may  concern,  are  to  take  Notice,  and  govern 
themselves  accordingly.  ^         • 

,  .  W:  Blair. 


rf^v//  PETITION 

OV  THE  RECTOR  AND  VESTRY  OF  TRINITY  CHURCH  FOR  A  TOWNSHIP  IN 
THE  PRESENT  STATE  OF  VF.RMONT. 

.    To  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry   Moore    Baronet  Captain 
^  *  General  and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over  the 

" :    ;  ^»  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Territories  depend- 

ing thereon  in  America,  Vice  Admiral  and  Chancel- 
lor of  the  same. 

■       In  CouncU 
The  Petition  of  the  Bettor  and  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  New 
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York  in  Coiniimnion  of  the  Churcli  of  England  as  by 
Law  established. 
Most  Humbly  Sheweth 

That  your  Petitioners  by  the  Bounty  and  Liberality  of  one  of 
Your  Excellency's  Predecessors,  liave  been  enabled  to  Build 
Several  large  Cliurches  in  tliis  City,  for  the  Worship  of  Almighty 
God,  according  to  the  Litm-gy  of  the  Established  Clmrcli  of 
England.  And  being  further  desirous  of  spreading  the  Glorious 
'  Gospel  of  Christ;  inculcating  Loyalty  to  the  best  of  Kings,  and 
a  Kegard  and  Veneration  for  our  happy  Constitution  in  Churcli 
and  State;  Beg  leave  to  request  of  Your  Excellency,  the  Grant 
of  a  vacant  Tract  of  Land  (which  your  Petitioners  have  been  at 
some  Pains  and  Costs  to  locate)  to  enable  them,  to  carry  on  tills 
their  Pious  and  disinterested  Intention.  : 

That  there  is  a  Tract  of  Land,  which,  tho  very  distant  and 
uncultivated,  they  hope,  may  under  proper  Impro^'ement  con- 
tribute to  this  End;  scituate  within  this  Province,  on  tlie  West 
side  of  Connecticut  River,  Bounded  Easterly  by  a  Township 
called  Corinth,  and  Southerly  by  another  Township  called 
Dasham;  Northerly  by  a  Line  beginning  at  the  West  Line  of 
Corinth  at  the  distance  of  about  four  miles  and  a  half  from  the 
Southwest  Corner  of  Corinth  and  running  parallel  to  the  North 
Boundary  Line  of  Dashain  and  Westerly  by  a  Line  from  the 
North- Line  of  Dasham  continued  w^estward  to  the  said  parallel 
Line  &  at  such  a  Distance  from  Corinth  and  paralled  thereto, 
as  to  Comprehend  Twenty  four  Thousand  acres  and  with  the  usual 
allowance  tor  Highways. 

Tliat  the  aforesaid  Tract,  tho  within  the  late  Claim  of  New 
Hampshire,  has  never  been  patented  under  that  Government  but 
is  free  from  all  Controversy,  and  still  remains  vested  in  the 
Crown — Wherefore  as  well  from  your  Benevolent  Disposition,  as 
from  Your  Excellency's  firm  atttachment  to  our  happy  Estab- 
lishment the  Petitioners  hope  That  this  their  Request,  will 
readily  meet  with  your  Countenance  and  approbation. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  most  humbly  Pray  that  Your 
Excellency  will  be  favourably  Pleased,  by  his  Majesty's  Letters 
Patent,  to  Grant  unto  them  and  tlieir  Successors  the  Tract  of 
Land  above  described:  And  That  the  same  mav  be  erected  into 


I 


510  PAPERS    RELATING    TO    THE   CITY    OF   NEW-YORK. 

a  Township  by  the  name  of  [Kingslandj  with  the  usual  Privileges^ 
and  under  the  Terms  of  his  Majesty's  Instructions 
And  Your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  Pray  &ca 

I  Samuel  AucHMUTY        ^  -*■    Committee    ap- 

.   ..  '  David  Clarksgn  ( P«i«'ed     by     the 

,;,••  (  vestry  to  prefer  thu 

BeNJ"  KiSSAM.  )  Petition. 

New  York  the  17«»  February  1767. 


-*<&» 


REMONSTRANCE  AGAINST   PREACHING  IN   ENGLISH  IN 
THE  DUTCH  REFORMED  CHURCH  IN  N.  Y. 

.•      To  his  Excellency   Sir  Henry   Moore  Baronet,  Captain 

General  and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over  the  Province 

of  New- York  and  the  Territories  depending  thereon  in 

America ;  Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same ; 

And  to  his  Majesty's  Honourable  Council  of  said  Province 

in  Council  Assembled. 

Whereas   several  Persons    appointed  to  Act,  as    well  for 

themselves  as  many  other  ?ilembers  of  the  Reformed  protestant 

Dutch  Church  of  the  City  of  •N'ew  York  in  North  America  did 

by  their  Petition  and  humble  Remonstrance  presented  to  your 

Excellency  and  his  Majesty's  Plonorable  Council  of  the  said 

Province  the  sixth  Day  of  December  1766,  shew  and  set  forth 

the  Eighth  article  of  Capitulation  on  the  Dutch  surrendering  this 

Colony  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  in  1664 ;  King  WiUiam 

the  Third's  Charter  or  Letters  patent  dated  the  Eleventh  Day  of 

May  1696  Confirming  the  said  Article  and  Granting  unto  the 

said  Dutch  reformed  Church  other  Liberties  and  Privileges  than 

those  contained  in  the  said  Capitulation  ;  and  also  an  Act  of  the 

Lieutenant  Governor  Council  and  General  Assembly  of  tlie  said 

Province,  confirmed  at  S*  James's  the  Twenty-fifth  Day  of 

February  1755  by  King  George  the  second  in  Council,  whereby 

the  said  Liberties  and  privileges  were  further  established  and 

confirmed  and  others  granted  to  the  Ministers  Elders,  Deacons 

and  Members  of  the  said  Church,"  together  with  other  matters 
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and  divers  Grievances  therein  contained  and  complained  of. 
And  thereby  prayed  {i7iier  alia)  speedy  Relief  &c.  as  by  the  said 
Petition  and  Remonstrance  Relation  being  thereunto  had  will 
more  at  large  appear. 

And  whereas  your  Excellency  hath  directed  that  a  short 
Account  of  the  several  Grievances  complained  of  should  be 
drawn  up  in  writing  to  be  laid  before  your  Excellency  and 
the  Honorable  Council  aforesaid.  '       - 

Now  therefore,  we  the  several  persons  appointed  as 

:  i       aforesaid,  do,  in  the  most  brief  manner  we  are  able,  lay 

before  your  Excellency  and  his  Majesty's  Honi^ie  Council 

aforesaid  our  several   Grievances   and    Complaints    as 

^'         follow,  viz*  . 

first — That  a  Party  of  the  Members  of  tlie  said  Church  called 
the  English  Party  to  the  number  of  not  more  than  123 
petitioned  for  an  English  Minister  to  be  introduced  into  the 
Dutch  Church.     That  this  being  deliberately  considered,  a 
Protest  was  there  upon  dehvered  to  the  Consistory  signed 
by  226  members  of  the  said  Church  setting  forth  that  by 
the  51  St  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  said  reformed 
protestant  Butch  Church  Government  two  Languages  could 
not  be  made  use  of  under  one  Consistory 
Secondly — That  the  said  party  have  in  Opposition  to  tne  Consti- 
tution of  the  said  Church  Government  destroyed  the  86'h 
Article  thereof ;   For  that  Article  says,  that  altliough  the 
Benefit  of  the  Church  should  require  it,  Yet  no  Alterations 
therein  should  be  made,  as  by  the  said  Article  will  fully 
appear. 
Thirdly — That  the  Church  Rules  direct  that  no  Minister  shall 
be  forced  into  the  Congregation  against  the  Will  of  such 
Congregation  ;  And  yet  this  has  been  done  by  Introducing 
M'"  Leadly  who  had  but  about  the  123  Members  for  it, 
against  the  will  of  the  226  Members  of  the  said  Church. 
Fourthly — That  the  Laying  out  the  Monies  Arising  by  the  Sale 
of  the  Manor  of  Fordham  in  the  purchase  of  other  Lands 
according  to  the  direction  of  the  Act  of  the   Lieutenant 
Governor,  Council  and  General  Assembly,  hath  not  been 
done. 
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Fifthly— That  the  Land  of  M"^  Harpending  lays  in  a  great 
measure  waste  and  divers  Houses  fit  to  Rent  are  pulled 
i  down  to  build  a  Church  upon  to  preach  English  in,  Contrary 

1  to  the  Testator's  Will. 

Sixthly — That  the  Catechising  in  the  Dutcii  I^anguage  is  forbid- 
den by  one  of  the  Elders,  alledging  it  was  a  Detriment  to 
M"-  Leadly.  And  M^  Leadly  lias  forbidden  M^'  Leydecker 
(who  was  qualified  for  that  Business)  to  catechise,  and  say'd 
that  the  Consistory  did  not  approve  of  it. 
Seventlily — That  the  Dutch  School  is  not  taken  Care  of  by  the 

Rulers  to  the  total  Ruin  of  tlie  Dutch  Education. 
Eighthly—That  the  Dutch  are  deprived  of  the  Forenoon  Service 
in  the  New  Church  in  open  violation  of  the  Rights"  and 
against  the  Will  of  those  who  bought  thek  Seats  to  hear  the 
Dutch  Service  And  that  the  Holy  Ordinance  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  has  not  been  performed  since  M^  Leadly's  being  in 
the  said  Cliurch  by  any  Minister  but  himself.    »     ;  u:  .i 
Ninthly — That  both  the  old  and  new  Churches  are  ruled  by  the 
Enghsh  Party  and  because  the  Dutch  party  would  not 
acknowledge  them  to  be  their  lawful  Rulers  they  forbid 
several  of  the  Members  the  Sacrament. 
Tenthly — That  the  Rulers  would  force  the  Dutcli,  who  cxm't 
understand  M""  Leadly;  to  acknowledge  him  to  be  their 
lawful  Teacher  ;  and  declare  that  he  must  and  shall  be  one 
^         in  Communion  with  the  Dutch,  who  never  commune  with 
him  because  they  cannot  understand  him  ;  and  if  lie  is  one 
in  Communion  with  the  Dutch,  he  is  lutitledto  the  Revenue 
of  the  Dutch  Ministers. 
All  which  matters  and  Grievances  we  most  humbly  submit  to 
the  most  serious  Consideration  of   Your  Excellency  and  his 
Majesty's  said  Hon^ie  Council ;  And  pray  a  speedy  Decision  of 
and  Relief  in  the  Premises.  -    >•      ' 

For  wliich  (as  in  Duty  bound)  we  shall  ever  pray  &c. 
'^  •       :      '  >  Abel  ELardenbrook 

.     J    ,  ...  Jacobus  Stoutenburgh 

6.  July  1767  HuYBi  V  Wagenen. 
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'''"ANSWER  TO  TPIE  PRECEDmG  REMONSTRANCE; 

^  To  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Moore  Baronet  Captain 
'*  General  and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over  the  Province 
'S  of  New  York  and  the  Territories  depending  thereon  in 
'I  America,  Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral  of  tlie  same  and 
to  the  honourable  His  Majesty's  Council  of  tlie  same 
V        Province.  .  ■, 

In  Conformity  to  your  Excellency's  Recommendation  with  the 
Advice  of  Council,  of  the  first  day  of  August  last,  to  lay  before 
the  honourable  Board  our  Answer,  to  the  Rep-esentation  of  Mess" 
Abel  Hardenbroek,  Jacobus  Stoutenburgh  and  Hubert  Van 
Wagenen,  who  are  therein  said  to  be  appointed  to  act  for 
themselves,  and  many  other  members  of  the  reformed  Protestant 
Dutch  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York,  complaining  of  divers 
Grievances  and  praying  Relief  &c.  We  beg  Leave,  in  order  to 
give  Your  Excellency  and  the  honourable  Board,  a  clear  Idea  of 
the  unhappy  Dispute,  whicli  has  for  some  Time  past  subsisted  in 
our  Congregation,  briefly  to  relate  the  Facts  respecting  the  Call 
of  a  Minister  to  preach  in  English,  in  one  of  our  Churches, 
which  has  been  made  the  Pretence  of  all  the  Uneasiness. 

But  before  we  proceed,  it  may  be  necessary  to  premise,  that 
the  Consistory  of  our  Churcli,  consisting  of  Ministers,  Elders 
and  Deacons,  have  from  the  Time  their  Charter  was  granted  by 
King  William  the  Third,  which  was  in  the  year  IG 96  without 
any  Interruption,  on  a  certain  Day  mentioned  for  that  Purpose 
in  the  Charter  annually  elected  tlieir  Successors,  and  that  the 
Consistory  so  chosen,  as  aforesaid,  with  their  Ministers  have 
uninterruptedly  been  the  sole  Directors  and  Governors  of  the 
said  Church — That  no  ]\Iember  of  the  said  Churcli,  otlier  than 
the  Consistory  did  ever  vote  for  any  Church  ofl&cer  ;  nor  was 
the  exclusive  Authority  of  the  Consistory  were  called  in  Question, 
until  the  late  Disputes  which  first  began  in  1762.  To  proceed — 
the  Want  of  an  English  IMinister  had  for  many  years  been  very 
apparent,  Great  numbers  of  our  Congregation  had  actually  left, 
and  many  more  declared  they  must  leave  our  Church,  and  that 
for  the  sole  Reason,  of  their  not  understanding  the  Dutch 
Vol.  III.  33 
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Language,  whicli  has  of  late  in  a  great  measure  gone  into 
Disuse  in  tliis  City,  and  will  probably  in  a  few  years  become 
obselete — Our  present  Ministers  were  convinced  of  the  necessity 
of  the  measure,  and  M''  De  Ronde,  so  far  from  disliking  it,  that 
he  was  much  inclined  to  preach  English  himself,  and  had  the 
Consistory  been  of  opinion,  that  he  was  sufficiently  skilled  in 
the  Language  for  a  Preacher,  it  is  probable  he  would  have  been 
directed  to  preach  in  English. 

In  the  year  1762  a  Petition  signed  by  265  Persons  belonging 
to  the  Congregation,  whereof  123  were  Members  in  Communion, 
being  mostly  Heads  of  Families,  was  presented  to  the  Consistory 
by  some  of  the  most  respectable  Members  of  the  Church,  praying 
the  Consistory  to  call  a  Minister  to  preach  in  English  in  exact 
Conformity  to  the  Doctrine  of  the  Dutch  Churches  in  Holland, 
and  to  the  same  Rules  with  Respect  to  Discipline  ;  the  Consistory 
were  of  opinion,  tliat  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  ought  to  be 
granted,  but  as  the  Calling  a  Minister,  was  always  in  our  Con- 
gregation deemed  a  Matter  of  Great  moment,  the  ruling  Con- 
sistory had  usually  made  it  a  Practice  to  consult  what  we  call 
the  Grand  Consistory,  which  is  composed  of  all  those  who  have 
at  any  Time  before  been  Elders  or  Deacons  in  our  Church,  they 
_  have  indeed  no  Authority,  but  their  Opinion  is  of  Weight,  and 
what  is  done  by  their  Advice  is  ever  deemed  as  having  had  the 
most  mature  Deliberation  ;  this  Body  met,  approved  of,  and 
advised  the  Calling  of  an  English  Minister  with  only  five  dis- 
senting Voices—  The  sole  Objection  to  the  Calling  of  an 
English  Minister  that  then  remained  was,  how  he  should  be 
supported,  the  Estates  and  Revenues  of  the  Church  being  bound 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Ministers  preaching  in  Dutch,  & 
many  being  of  Opinion  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  appropriate 
any  Part  of  the  Revenue  to  the  Support  of  an  English  Minister^ 
the  Consistory  then  resolved  on  such  Call,  provided  the  Peti- 
tioners could  raise  his  Maintenance  by  private  Subscription,  and 
that  the  Minister  so  to  be  called,  should  not  have  any  other 
Security  for  his  Salary  than  the  said  Subscription  List—  A 
Subscription  was  accordingly  set  on  Foot,  and  subscribed  by 
two  hundred  and  forty  Persons,  whereof  one  hundred  &  thirty 
were  Male  Members  in  Communion —  The  sura  subscribed 
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amounted  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  Pounds  per  Annum 
more,  than  was  wanted  to  pay  the  Salary  intended  for  the  EngHsh 
Minister. 

Having  proceeded  thus  far,  the  Consistory  thought  it  further 
prudent  to  apply  to  tlie  Classis  of  Amsterdam  j  wlio,  altho'  they 
have  no  Ecclesiastical  Jurisdiction  in  His  Majesty's  Dominions, 
yet,  as  our  Church  was  first  erected  under  their  Jurisdiction,  it 
has  been  made  a  Practice  to  take  their  Opinion  and  Advice  upon 
disputed  matters,  which  has  been  generally  esteemed  decisive, 
tho'  by  no  means  compulsory.  The  Consistory  explained  to 
them  their  Design  of  calling  an  English  Minister  and  upon  what 
Motives.  M""  Hardenbrook  &  his  Party  who  were  then  pretty 
considerable  for  numbers,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  Eighty 
three  men  with  the  addition  of  their  Wives  and  Daughters, 
protested  against  the  Proceedings  of  the  Consistory,  (here  it  is 
to  be  observed  that  the  Protest  was  wrote  by  M*"  Stoutenburgh 
and  all  the  Names  subscribed  in  his  own  Hand  writing  and  some 
of  the  same  Persons  twice  mentioned,  it  never  appeared  to  the 
Consistory,  that  M'"  Stoutenburgli  had  any  Dii*ections  from  the 
People,  whose  names  he  put  down  &  some  of  them  denied  that 
they  ever  had  given  him  any ;)  and  complained  to  the  Classis 
aforesaid,  setting  forth  their  Objections  in  the  fullest  manner, 
the  Classis  after  mature  Consideration  approved  of  the  Measure 
of  Calling  an  English  Minister,  and  highly  commended  the 
Consistory  for  their  Prudence,  in  taking  so  proper  a  Step  for  the 
Preservation  of  the  Church,  and  at  the  same  Time  wrote  M' 
Hardenbrook,  M""  Stoutenburgh  and  others,  tliat  their  Objections 
were  ill  founded,  and  recommended  to  them  brotherly  Love  and 
a  due  Submission  to  the  Consistory  ;  this  Letter,  the  Persons  to 
whom  it  was  directed,  to  the  Number  of  tliirteen,  thought  it  most 
for  their  purpose  to  keep  secret — they  had  not  Candour  enough 
to  communicate  it  to  the  Party  in  General ;  If  His  Excellency 
&  the  honourable  Board  would  be  pleased  to  peruse  it,  the 
opinion  of  the  Classis  will  therein  fully  appear  to  have  been,  that 
the  Party  is  as  ignorant  as  obstinate,  the  last  of  which  is  usually 
the  Consequence  of  the  first ;  M^  Stoutenburgh  can  doubtless 
produce  the  Letter  if  he  sees  fit. 

It  was  not  'till  after  all  these  Precautions,  that  an  English 
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Minister  was  called —  The  Call  was  sent  to  Holland  for  M' 
Laidlie,  in  Consequence  of  winch,  he  was  regularly  qualified  for 
our  Church,  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  came  over —  His 
Salary  depended  upon  the  Subscription  List  only,  and  what  the 
Effects  have  been  is  abundantly  evident,  from  the  numbers  of 
our  Congregation  who  attend  his  preaching  ;  we  verily  believe 
they  are  three  Times  as  many,  as  attend  the  Dutch  Service,  which 
fully  evinces  tlie  Prudence  of  the  Measure. 

All  this  could  not  satisfy  M'"  Hardenbrook  &  his  Party,  who 
insisted,  that  tliey  had  a  Right  to  vote  in  tlie  Election  of  Church 
officers,  which  was  refused  them;  for  this  Refusal,  they  com- 
menced a  suit  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  Colony,  against 
twelve  of  the  Consistory,  insisting  that  on  a  legal  Construction 
of  the  Charter,  not  only  the  Consistory,  but  the  Members  of  the 
Church,  were  in  titled  to  give  their  Voices  at  such  Election;  this 
Point,  was  on  a  Special  Verdict,  solemnly  argued  by  Counsel, 
and  after  mature  Consideration,  adjudged  against  them  by  the 
Court.  ■■'   '  "    ■  :'■  :'■-'-■=-;'■       '-'  '•■■  ■ 

By  this  Suit,  we  w^ere  put  to  a  very  considerable  Expence,and 
we  are  credibly  informed,  that  they  also  feed  Counsel  in  Eng- 
land for  advice,  who  gave  their  Opinions  against  their  Preten- 
sions; whether  this  be  true  or  not,  they  know  best,  and  after  all, 
it  seems  they  cannot  rest  contented,  without  troubling  Your 
Excellency,  and  the  honourable  Board,  with  fresh  Complaints. 
We  must  beg  the  farther  Patience  of  Your  Excellency  &  the 
honourable  Board,  while  we  make  a  fev/  observations  on  the 
Articles  of  Complaint  by  them  exhibited. 

As  to  the  first  Article  they  say,  that  the  51^*  Article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  reformed  protestant  Dutch  Church  does  not 
admit  of  two  Languages  under  one  Consistory.  This  is  a  wrong 
Representation,  the  said  Article  was  framed  to  accomodate  tlie 
French  Refugees,  who  fled  from  France  to  Holland;  who  not 
understanding  the  Dutch  Language  were  therefore  allowed  to 
have  Consistories  and  Classes  of  their  own;  not  because  it  was 
unlawful,  but  because  they  understood  not  the  Dutch,  and  this 
Article  respects  that  particular  Case  only. 

Hdiy.  It  is  alledged,  that  the  86"!  Article  of  the  said  Consti- 
tution says  "  that  altho^  the  Benefit  of  the  Church  should  require  itu 
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no  alteration  therein  should  he  made;''^  this  is  against  common 
sense; — the  Article  says  the  direct  contrary,  that  if  the  Interest 
of  the  Church  should  require  it,  alterations  may  and  ought  to  be 
made,  but  we  have  made  no  alterations  in  the  Constitution. 

Illdiy.  No  Minister  has  been  forced  into  the  Church  against 
the  Will  of  the  Congregation,  this  may  appear  fully  from  the 
Subscription  List  for  M''  Laidlei's  Salary,  which  as  is  abovesaid, 
is  subscribed  by  two  hundred  and  forty  Persons,  one  hundred 
and  thirty  of  whom  were  Male  Communicants;  and  here  we 
cannot  help  observing,  that  if  only  one  fourth  Part  of  the  Con- 
gregation, not  understanding  Dutch,  had  desired  a  Minister 
should  be  called  to  preach  in  English,  we  should  have  thought 
it  our  Duty  to  grant  their  Request. 

IVt*>:  and  V'^:     The  Manor  of  Fordham  before  it  was  sold, 
was  under  M*"  Abel  Hardenbrooks  management,  with  Respect 
to   the  collecting  tlie  Rents,  what  his  Emoluments  were,  he 
knows  best;  the  Churcli  received  little  better  than  one  hundred 
Pounds  per  annum  for  all  the  Rents;  it  was  therefore  sold,  the 
greatest  Part  of  the  Money  is  invested  in  real  Securities; — the 
Remainder  is  out  on  good  personal  Securities; — the  Income  now 
is  more  than  live  hundred  Pounds  per  Annum; — the  Consistory 
have  been  always  watchful  to  purchase  real  Estates,  and  have 
bid  for  several,  but  could  not  purchase  any  as  yet,  at  what 
they    conceived    the  Value ;    neither  the   Complainants,    nor 
their  Party,  have  suffered  on  this  account.     The  Income  of  the  \ 
Estate  left  to  the  Church  by  M""  Harperding,  has  been  applied  \ 
agreable  to  the  Intention  of  the  Testator,  and  the  Revenues  of  , 
that  Estate  are  annually  increasing. 

The  VPh :  Article  alledges,  that  catechising  in  the  Dutch 
Language  was  forbid,  by  one  of  the  Elders,  as  also  by  M""  Laidlie ; 
this  is  not  true,  and  if  it  was,  the  Complainants  must  know,  that 
no  one  Member  of  our  Consistory  has  a  right  to  forbid  any 
Thing.  M^'  Leydecker  never  was  appointed  by  the  Consistory 
to  catechise  in  our  Congregation,  and  is  therefore,  not  qualified ; 
the'  one  Adrian  Van  der  Sman,  was  so  appointed  ;  but  oir 
finding  Him  a  man  of  a  very  immoral  Behaviour,  having  forged 
the  Hand  Writing  of  the  Reverend  M''  Ritzema  and  others, 
wrote  and  subscribed  Letters  dii-ected  to  tlie  Synod  of  North 
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^Holland,  recommending  himself  as  a  proper  Person  for  the 
Ministry,  by  wliich  the  Eeverend  M^"  Ritzema  at  that  Time 
suffered  much  in  liis  Character,  on  the  Discovery  of  this  Fact 
the  Consistory  thought  proper  to  discharge  him  from  that  office, 
and  immediately  appointed  another  in  his  stead  ;  since  which  he 
has  been  upheld  and  supported  by  M^  Hardenbrook's  Party. 

In  answer  to  the  VII'*>:  Article  :  that  the  Dutch  School  is  not 
taken  Care  of,  to  the  Ruin  of  the  Dutch  Education,  we  say,  that 
we  have  at  present  and  for  twelve  years  last  past,  have  employed 
M""  Whelp,  who  was  sent  for  to  Holland  as  a  School  Master  & 

,  Catechist ;  he  keeps  a  School  constantly  open  receives  Payment 
from  us  for  teaching  the  poor  Children  of  the  Congregation  to 
the  number  of  thirty,  which  number  never  was  compleated ; 
he  is  a  Person  very  well  qualified  to  catechise  &  teach  a  School, 
and   we  pay  him  a  very  liandsome  Salary   for  his  Service, 

:  insomuch  that  his  Place  is  coveted  by  others.  It  has  been 
insinuated  to  some  of  our  Congregation,  that  if  M*"  Yan  der  Sman 
could  be  restored  as  a  Catechist  and  M*"  Stoutenburgh  have  M' 
Whelp's  Place,  all  would  be  well, — The  first  cannot  be  done, 
from  the  Character  above  given  ;  the  latter  cannot  in  Honour 
be  agreed  to,  as  Mr.  Whelp  is  beyond  all  Comparison,  better 
c[ualified,  and  was  encouraged  to  come  from  Holland  by  the  then 
ruling  Consistory. 

To  the  VllPh;  Article  we  say,  that  as  it  was  thought  proper  to 

Tcall  an  English  Minister,  it  must  be  presumed,  that  he  was  to 

;  preach  in  one  of  the  Churches  ;  the  Consistory  thought  proper 
that  English  should  be  preached,  only  once  every  Lord's  Day  in 
the  usual  Time  of  Divine  Service  in  one  of  the  Churches,  and 

'  directed  that  to  be,  in  the  new  Church.     In  the  old  Church 

i  English  is  not  preached  at  all,  but  two  Dutch  Sermons  every 
Sabbath,  and  one  Dutch  Sermon  in  the  New  ;  so  that  there  are 

^  three  Dutch  Sermons  to  one  in  English,  on  the  usual  Time  altho' 
the  English  Hearers  are  three  to  one  at  least. 

I  So  unreasonable  are  those  People,  that  not  even  this  will 
satisfy  ;  All  the  Seats  this  Party  can  pretend  to  have  any  Right 
to  in  the  New  Churcli  did  not  amount  to  ten  Pews  (neither  M*" 
Van  Wagenen  nor  M""  Stoutenbuigh  liave any  seats  there  ;)  We 
therefore  humbly  conceive  it  very   unreasonable  ;   that   they 
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should  attempt  to  direct  the  Consistory  on  that  Pretence,  and  if 
their  Party  chuse  to  take  back  their  Purchase  money  (if  any 
has  been  paid)  it  shall  be  returned  them  with  as  much  more. 

The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  is  administered,  as  it 
always  was  in  our  Church  ;  in  the  Forenoon  M'"  Laidhe  preaches 
in  the  New  Church  ; — many  more  Communicants  attend  that 
divine  Ordinance  under  his  Administration,  as  he  preaches 
English,  than  under  Dutch  preaching,  this  makes  it  more  proper 
that  he  should  attend  that  Ordinance  in  the  New  Cliurch  ;  tlie 
Dutch  Manist&rs**attend  the  same  Ordinance  in  the  old  Church 
without  Interruption,  and  we  do  not  believe,  that  the  Complain- 
ants will  take  upon  themselves  to  say,  that  Seats  are  wanting 
there,  were  they  inclined  to  be  present. 

To  the  IX"' :  Ai'ticle  we  answer,  that  as  both  Churches  belong 
to  one  Congregation,  the  Consistory  of  that  Congregation  have 
doubtless  the  sole  Direction  of  both.  It  is  a  very  great  Instance 
of  their  Want  of  Candour,  to  call  the  Consistory  the  English 
Party;  We  are  of  no  Party,  but  act,  as  far  as  we  are  able  to 
judge  for  the  good  of  the  whole  :  We  are  all  Members  in  full 
Communion  with  all  our  Ministers  ; — Are  all  of  Dutch  Families 
and  had  pur  religious  Education  in  the  Dutch  Language  ;  and  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  of  Sixteen  Members, 
which  constitute  our  Consistory  at  present  (exclusive  of  the 
Ministers)  only  six  of  them  signed  the  Petition  for  an  English 
Minister,  and  one  of  the  remaning  ten,  signed  with  the  discon- 
tented People,  the  other  nine  were  neuter. 

We  further  beg  Leave  to  inform  Your  Excellency  and  the 
Honourable  Board  that  M''  Stoutenburgh,  having  made  it  his 
Business  to  propagate  about  Town,  that  his  Party  was  most 
numerous,  and  that  he  would  shew  it  at  the  then  next  Election  . 
of  Church  officers  in  October  last  (the  Law  Suit  respecting  the 
Right  of  voting  being  not  then  determined)  the  Consistory  for 
the  Satisfaction  of  the  Publick,  resolved  to  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity to  try  what  he  could  make  of  it,  the  Eesult  was,  that  one 
hundred  and  fifty  six  Communicants  appeared  to  join  with  the 
Consistory,  a  List  of  which  taken  and  attested  by  two  Publick 
Notaries  we  herewith  deliver.  The  number  that  attended  him, 
was  not  as  we  believe  fifty,  if  there  were  more,  he  might  make 
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it  appear,  their  names  were  not  taken  down  by  the  Notaries,  as 
they  were  glad  to  shp  away,  being  ashamed  of  the  Smalhiess  of 
their  numbers. 

M>"  Stoutenburgli  being  influenced  by  self  interested  Motives 
&  urged  on  by  others  keeps  up  the  Dispute,  which,  as  we  are 
informed,  is  his  Chief  Support,  it  is  therefore  very  difficult  for 
him  to  determine  to  desist,  and  mind  his  proper  Calling  tliis 
affair  has  employed  him  upwards  of  five  years. 

With  respect  to  forbidding  them  the  Sacraments,  we  must 
observe  that  it  is  the  custom  of  our  Church  Ii8r  the  Ministers 
and  Elders,  by  Order  of  the  Consistory  to  go  to  the  Houses  of 
the  Communicants,  to  invite  them  to  communicate, — In  the 
Course  of  these  Visitations  it  has  happened,  that  some  of  the 
Members  of  the  Church  told  the  Ministers  and  Elders,  that  they 
would  not  acknowledge  the  Consistory  as  lawful ;  pretending 
that  as  the  Vote  of  the  Members  were  refused  in  the  Election  of 
the  Church  officers,  that  therefore  the  Consistory  was  not  a 
lawful  Consistory,  upon  which  the  Impropriety  of  their  attend- 
ing was  mentioned  to  them,  that  as  the  divine  Ordinance  must 
in  our  Church  be  administered  under  the  Inspection  of  the  Elders 
&  they  would  not  acknowledge  the  Elders  as  such,  it  could  not 
in  their  Conception  of  the  Matter,  be  regularly  administered, 
but  we  deny  that  any  one  has  been  forbid  the  use  of  the 
Sacraments,  altho'  many  of  them  have  deserved  it 

To  the  X''^:  Article  we  say,  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  compre- 
hend, what  is  meant,  by  forcing  them  to  acknowledge  M^  Ladlie 
to  be  their  lawful  Teacher,  and  to  declare  that  he  must  and  shall 
communicate  with  the  Dutch  —  M'  Laidlie  is  not  forced  upon 
any  Person  —  No  Body  goes  to  hear  Him  but  such  as  chuse  it, 
and  he  communicates  with  none,  but  such  as  voluntarily  come 
to  communicate  with  him. 

It  is  farther  said,  tliatif  M""  Laidlie  is  in  Communion  with  the 
Dutch,  he  is  intitled  to  the  Revenues  of  the  Dutch  Ministers,  we 
do  not  understand  that  the  Communicating  with  the  Dutch,  can 
give  him  any  more  Right  to  tlie  Revenues  of  the  Dutch  Ministers, 
than  any  other  Person  that  communicates  with  the  Dutch  ;  the 
Temporalities  are  not  bound  for  his  Salary,  but  he  is  paid  by  a 
voluntar}''  Subscription,  as  has  been  already  explained.        ^ 
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If  tlie  Complainants  would  produce  tlie  Letter,  tliey  received 
from  tlie  Reverend  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  a  full  Answer  to  this 
Point  will  therein  be  seen  j— The  Dutch  Hearers  pay  no  tiling, 
either  for  Ministers  or  Pew-Rent ;  the  English  Hearers  at  the 
Sole  Expence  of  English  Preaching ;  every  member  of  the 
Cliurch  goes  to  hear  whom  ho  pleases,  and  attends  the  Sacrament 
where  he  pleases,  without  any  Constraint  whatever,  and  the 
Complainants  may  rest  satisfied  that  no  one  desires  to  compel 
them  to  acknowledge  M'  Laidlie,  or  to  communicate  with  him — 
They  are  left  entirely  at  their  Liberty,  and  it  is  of  no  Consequence 
to  us  whether  they  do  or  not — They  have  taken  great  Pains  to 
rend  the  Church  to  Pieces,  but  happily,  they  have  not  succeeded  ; 
their  Party  is  continually  decreasing,  and  it  is  now  reduced  to 
an  inconsiderable  number  of  inconsiderable  People,  and  the 
Congregation  is  in  as  flourishing  a  Condition  as  ever  it  was. " 

Our  Proceedings  have  been  as  flir  as  we  know  exactly  con- 
formable to  the  Rules  of  cur  Church,  and  agreable  to  the  Sence 
of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  the  Event  of  a  tedious  h 
'  expensive  Law  Suit  evinces  tliat  nothing  has  been  done  by  us 
contrary  to  the  Laws  of  the  Country  ;  from  all  which  we  humbly 
,  conceive,  it  will  appear  to  Your  Excellency  and  this  honourable 
Board  of  Council,  tliat  the  said  Complaints  are  altogether 
vexatious  and  without  Foundation. 

The  Consistory  have  all  due  Confidence  in  the  Wisdom,  Justice, 
and  Prudence  of  the  Irovernment  and  are  with  great  Respect 
-    for  His  Excellency  and  the  Honourable  Board,  his  &  their 

most  obedient  Humble  Servants 

By  Order  of  the  Consistory 

Joan  :  Ritzema  p:  t:  Prseses. 
New  York  23  September  1767 
November  11.  1767.     Read  in  Council 
and  Order  made  dismissing  the  Petition. 
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PETITION  OF  THE  HEV.  M«  TETARD. 

To  his  Excellency  Sir    Henry   Moore  Baronet    Captain 
General  &  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over  the  Province 
of  New  York  &c  &c  &c 
The  petition  of  Jolm  Peter  Tetard,  Clerk 

humbly  She weth,  .,,, 

That  by  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1703  As  also  by  the  Deed  of  Purchase,  the 
Property  of  the  french  Church  of  this  City  is  vested  in  the 
Person  of  the  Minister  and  Elders  of  the  same  for  tlie  time 
being,  and  their  Successors  for  ever  ,?, 

That  in  April  1764  M''  Carle,  the  late  Minister  of  said  Cliurch,' 
returning  to  Europe,  Your  Petitioner,  before  his  departure, 
legally  succeeded  to  him  in  the  Ministerial  functions  of  the  same; 
And  in  that  Station  Continued  uninterrupted  till  the  29^11  day  of 
June  17CG,  (being  a  Sunday,)  when  Mess^'^  daniel  Bontecou, 
John  Hartier,  James  Buvelot,  Francis  Basset  and  Frederic  Basset, 
aU  of  the  City  of  New  York,  in  a  riotous  manner  and  contrary 
to  the  Peace  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  took  Possession  of 
said  Churcli,  before  the  usual  time  of  divine  Service,  and  there 
by  main  force  opposed  the  Elders  and  every  regular  officer  of 
the  same  in  their  respective  Duties,  absolutely  refused  your 
Petitioner  Admittance  into  his  Pulpit,  And  after  having  different 
ways  profaned  that  House  of  Prayer,  they  then  proceeded  to 
break  the  locks  of  said  Church,  and  affixed  Locks  of  their  own 
to  Every  door ;  by  means  whereof  they,  to  this  day,  have  most 
unjustly  and  illegally  kept  possession  of  the  same  to  the  inex- 
pressible Detriment  of  this  Pious  Institution,  and  to  the  great 
Scandal  of  Civil  Society  as  well  as  Rehgion. 

To  whom  therefore  can  your  Petitioner  so  properly  apply  for 
Redress  in  so  unprecedented  a  grievance  as  to  your  Excellency 
in  Council  ? 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  begs  that  Your  Excellency  and  the 
Honorable  Board  will  be  pleased  to  take  his  case  under  your 
wise  Consideration  •  And  then  he  is  well  Assured  that  he  shall 

1  Rev.  Jean  Cade  succeeded  Mr  Rou  in  1754.   Smith. 
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obtain  the  most  ample  Justice ;  For  which,  as  in  duty  bound, 
Your  Petitioner  will  Ever  pray 

J.  P.  Tetard. 
17  Oct.   1767.      Read  in  Council  &  Referred   for  further 
Consideration. 


PROCLAMATION  AGAINST  THE  SONS  OF  LIBERTY. 


By  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry 
Moore  Earonet  Captain  General 
and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over 
the  Province  of  New  York  and  the 
Territories  depending  thereon  in 
America,  Chancellor  and  Vice 
Admiral  of  the  same. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  sundry  seditious  Papers  have  lately  been  wrote 
printed  and  Secretly  dispersed  in  this  City  in  the  Words  or  to 
the  purport  and  Effect  following. 

WHEREAS  a  glorious  stand  for  Liberty  did  appear  in  the 
Resentment  shewn  to  a  Set  of  Miscreants  under  the  Name  of 
Stamp  Masters  in  the  year  1765  ;  and  it  is  now  feared  that  a  set 
of  Gentry  called  Comissioners  (I  do  not  mean  those  lately  arrived 
at  Boston)  whose  odious  Business  is  of  a  similar  Nature,  may 
soon  make  their  Appearance  amongst  us  in  order  to  execute 
their  detestable  Of&ce.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  every  Votary 
of  that  celestial  Goddess  Liberty,  will  hold  themselves  in 
Readiness  to  give  them  a  proper  Welcome  ;  Rouse,  my  Country- 
men, Rouse  !  PRO  PATRIA. 

In  Order  therefore  to  bring  the  Author  or  Authors  thereof  to 
condign  Punishment,  I  have  thought  fit  by  the  advice  of  his 
Majesty's  Council  to  issue  this  Proclamation  hereby  in  his 
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Majesty's  IS'ame  offering  a  Reward  of  fifty  Pounds  to  any  Person 
or  Persons  wlio  shall  discover  the  Autlior  or  Authors  of  the 
seditious  Paper  aforesaid,  so  that  he  or  they  be  thereof  convicted 
and  over  and  above  the  said  Eeward,  I  do  hereby  promise  his 
Majesty's  most  Gracious  Pardon  to  any  Accomplice  or  Accom- 
plices who  shall  discover  the  Autlior  or  Autliors  of  the  said 
Paper  so  WTote  printed  and  dispersed  as  aforesaid 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Arms  at  Fort  George  in 
the  City  of  New  York  the  twenty  first  Day  of  December  One 
thousand  Seven  hundred  and  Sixty  seven,  in  the  Eighth  Year  of 
the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Third  by  the  Grace 
of  God  of  Great  Britain  France  and  Ireland  King  Defender  of 
the  Faith  and  so  forth.  .    ,  .  . 


By  his  Excellency's  Command, 
Gw  Banyar  D  Sec'ry 


God  save  the  King. 

\    ' 

BlOGEAPHICAL  SKETCH    OF  GOVERNOR  MoORE. 

Sir  Henry  Moore  was  grandson  of  John  Mooie  Esq^rhosetUedat  Barbailoes  in 
tlie  reign  of  Charles  II.  &  who  having  amassed  propert}'  in  that  Island,  removed 
to  Jamaica,  where  he  left  four  children — two  sons  and  two  daughters. 
Samuel,  the  younger  of  the  sons,  m.  Elizabeth  Lowe  and  left  an  only  surviving 
son  and  heir  Henry,  who  married  Catharina  Maria  eldest  daughter  of  Samuel 
Long  Esq  Chief  Justice  of  Jamaica,  and  Sister  of  Edward  Long,  Judge  of  !he 
court  of  Vice  Admiralty  &  author  of  the  History  of  that  Island.  Mr  Moore  acted 
as  Lieuteuant  Governor  of  Jamaica  from  Feby  I7n6  to  1762  with  the  exception 
of  one  year.  The  following  extracts  from  Bridge's  "  Annals  of  Jamaica,"  Vol. 
II.  for  which  v/e  are  indebted  to  the  politeness  of  Dr.  Harris,  the  learned  Libra- 
rian of  Harvard  College,  furnish  ample  details  of  Gov.  Moore's  history  previ- 
ous to  his  coming  to  New-York 

"A.  D.  1758,  Oct.  3d.  The  royal  disallowance  of  the  act  of  removal  [of  the 
seat  of  government  from  St.  Jago  to  Kingston]  was  at  length  proclaimed;  and 
Lieut.  Governor  Moore  was  empowered  to  hold  the  Courts,  over  which  he 
presided,  when  and  where  he  considered  most  convenient."  "The  low  mur- 
murs of  discontent,  which  arose  from  the  five  disappointed  parishes,  were 
drowned  by  a  proclamation  which  divided  the  island  into  judiciary  districts, 
and  (Oct.  21)  by  a  declaration  which  made  Kingston,  Savanna  la  Mar,  Montego 
Bay,  &  Port  Antonio,  free  ports;  measures  which  soon  united  all  interests,  & 
healed  all  wounds;  while  such  additional  wheels  in  the  machine  of  government 
rendered  its  motion  both  more  rapid,  &  more  secure.  The  system  of  adminis- 
tration under  Moore  was  accurate;  that  of  superintendence  not  less  so.     The 
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fountain  of  justice  was  once  more  cleansed  by  the  removal  of  Pinnoch,  the  cor- 
rupt chief  justice,  &c."  "On  two  occasions  the  flames  of  civil  discord  had,  how- 
ever, nearly  broken  out  afresh;  one  was  an  attempt  of  the  assembly  to  refuse 
the  elective  franchise  to  the  members  of  the  Council;  a  measure  suggested  by 
the  subserviency  of  some  of  its  members  to  the  corrupt  purposes  of  the  late 
Governor;  the  other,  when  a  claim  was  made  by  the  House  to  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  franking  letters.  Neitlier  object  was  attained;  &  half  the  council 
peevishly  threatened  to  throw  up  their  seats;  but  the  judicious  management  of 
Moore  allayed  the  tumult.  He  had  seen,  perhaps  he  had  felt,  the  abuses  of  a 
venal  &  oppressive  administration;  &  his  own  example  gave  weight  &  energy 
to  his  exertions  to  establish  the  peace  of  the  colony.  He  eminently  succeeded 
in  the  attempt,  until  its  civil  administration  was  interrupted  by  its  military 
defence."  In  the  spring  of  the  succeeding  year  (A.  D.  1759,  July)  Haldane 
assumed  the  government.  His  health  had  been  ruined  by  laborious  service  (in 
the  expedition  against  Guadaloupe,)  &  in  a  few  weeks  his  friends  wept  over  his 
untimely  grave,  when  (A.  D.  1760)  Moore  resumed,  &  judiciously  administered, 
the  executive,  until  the  accession  of  George  the  Third."  "When  the  colonists 
were  viewing  in  a  deceitful  mirror  the  opening  prospect  of  prosperity,  a  for- 
midable enemy  was  collecting  in  the  bosom  of  the  country,  &  thej-  found 
tliemselves  involved  in  a  contest  which  required  &  seemed  to  exceed  the  most 
vigorous  exertions  of  their  undivided  strength.  The  disaffected  slaves,  who 
since  the  last  revolt  had  not  been  watched  with  that  vigilance  which  African 
perfidy  requires;  had  become  so  strong  and  formidable,  that  they  meditated 
nothing  less  than  the  extirpation  of  the  white  inhabitants.  Two  Coromantee 
savages, — their  barbarous  names  were  Tacky  &  Jamaica, — were  the  projectors 
of  a  conspiracy  in  which  were  evinced  more  than  ordinary  skill  and  caution. — 
Easter  monday  was  to  be  the  fatal  signal  for  a  general  massacre,  &  the  first 
movement  proved  the  destruction  of  the  garrison,  &  the  seizure  of  the  Fort  at 
Port  Maria,  where  the  slaves  belonging  to  Captain  Forrest  made  themselves 
masters  of  the  ammunition,  arms,  la  stores.  The  inhabitants  of  the  neighbor- 
ing country  were  assembled  to  celebrate  the  holiday,  &  they  were  all  barba- 
rously butchered  at  tlie  supper  table.  Tlie  slaves  advanced  &  retreated  with  a 
rapid  diligence  which  surprised  the  security,  &  eluded  the  pursuit,  of  their 
victims. — Every  hour  produced  some  horrid  tale  of  a  strange  &  wanton  cruelty; 
&  the  sad  tidings  were  spread  with  the  speed  of  grief  &  terror.  Martial  law 
was  proclaimed,  &  Moore  headed  the  two  British  regiments  in  person,  while 
the  Maroons  acted  as  auxiliaries. — The  disciplined  troops  found,  to  their  cost, 
that  however  despicable  their  foes  might  appear,  caution  &  vigilance  were  still 
the  most  important  lessons  in  tlie  art  of  war.  Moore  was  twice  taken  in  am- 
buscade, &  narrowly  escaped  the  most  barbarous  of  deaths.  He  had  spared 
through  humanity,  but  he  now  punished  from  necessity.  After  some  examples 
of  success  &  severity,  he  set  a  price  upon  the  heads  of  the  rebels,  &  it  was  not 
long  before  he  was  plentifully  supplied  with  them,  by  their  treacherous  coun- 
trymen. On  all  occasions  of  danger,  he  inspired  &  guided  the  valor  of  his 
troops,  &  was  often  obliged  to  expose  his  person  &  exert  his  abilities.  But 
though  his  men  were  diciplined  &  bold,  this  new  species  of  warfare,  so  painful 
&  lingering,  so  obscure  &  ignominious,  wearied  their  patience,  &  consumed 
their  hopes.  On  the  other  hand,  the  partial  defeats  &  losses  of  the  African 
chieftains  served  only  to  strengthen  their  force,  &  display  their  courage,  or 
their  cruelty. — The  life  of  Moore  was  once  exposed  to  imminent  danger  by  the 
intrepid  curiosity  with  which  he  persisted  in  exploring  a  secret  and  unguarded 
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path.    The  barbarians  rose  in  ambush  arounil  him:  he  vigorously  spurred  hiS; 
horse  down  a  steep  &  slippery  descent;  the  animal  fell,  &,  but  for  his  consum- 
mate skill  as  a  marljsman,  his  pistols  would  scarcely  have  relieved  him  from 
three  athletic  slaves  who  rushed  upon  him.     At  length  his  troops  came  up,  the 
rebels  were  driven  into  a  narrow  pass,  their  chieftains  fell  by  the  first  discharge 
of  a  small  field-piece,   many  prisoners  were  captured,  &  the  survivors,  for  a 
time,   dispersed.     In  this    last    action  the    maroons  exhibited  a    disgusting 
instance  of  their  native  barbarity.    They  seized  the  body  of  Tacky,  &  after 
taking  his  head  as  a  trophy,  they  roasted  &  devoured  the  heart  of  their  country- 
man.    Encouraged  by  the   disaffected  slaves,    who   continued  to  flock  to  the 
sound  of  their  shell,  and  animated  by  the  hope  of  a  reinforcement  from  the  free, 
negroes,  the  dispersed  rebels  soon  rallied,  &  rose  again,  in  various  directions, 
nothing  dismayed  by  their  late  defeat.     Armed  with  rustic  weapons,  &  with 
irresistible  fury,  they  issued  from  their  haunts;  appeared  determined  to  try  the 
chance  of  battle;  &  their  secret  movements  in  the  woods  disconcerted  the  grave^ 
&  elaborate  tactics  of  the  British  troops.     A  fight  commenced  in  the  morning, 
&  was  maintained  till  the  sun  was  set,  &  the  night  fallen;  while  the  soldiers, 
were  astonished  at  their  unusual  courage  &  their  formidable   numbers.     The, 
sincerity  of  history  declares  that   the  glory  of  Jamaica  was  sullied  by  the  dis- 
obedience  of  her   defenders,    who    were   beaten   back,    &   exposed   to   severe 
hardships  in  the  centre  of  a  wild  &  unfrequented  country.     The  calamity  was 
ascribed,  without  proof  perhaps,  but  not  without  probability,  to  the  defection 
of  the  militia,*  some  of  whgm  had  secret  &  tender  reasons  for  desiring  to  spare 
the  lives  of  certain  slaveS  oppose'd  to  them.     A  veil  of  obscurity  is,  however, 
drawn  over  the  circumstances  of  this  disgraceful  transaction;  &  all  we  know, 
is,  that  Moore  instantly  assembled  the  free  negroes,  put  them  under  experi- 
enced  ofRcers,  &  while  the  militia  in  the  distant   parishes  ran  to  arms,  he 
headed  the  forty-ninth   European  regiment  himself.     In  a  partial  engagement 
he  gained  some  advantage;  but  as  the  agility  of  the  barbarians  saved  them  from 
slaughter,  &  their  woods  protected  them  from  pursuit,  his  victory  was  neither 
bloody  nor  decisive.    From  the  vale  of  Bagnals  he  advanced  through  the  thick 
forests  of  Saint  Mary,  convinced  himself  of  the  extraordinary  difficulties  of  the 
war,  &  was  compelled  again  to  retreat,  during  the   rainy  season,  discontented 
with  the  country,  with  the  troops,  &  with  his  own  success.     The  power  of  the 
enemy  was  yet  unknown;  their  strength  was  daily  increased  by  a  stream  of 
deserters  which  flowed  from  every  dis'rict  of  the  island;  &  no  sooner  had  the 
Governor  dispersed  his  troops   into  quarters   in  the  vale,  than    they  descended 
upon  the  estates  with  barbarous  impetuosity,  massacred  the  whites,  drove  the. 
cattle  from  the  flaming  cane-fields,  and  everywhere  left  deep  &  bloody  traces 
of  their  progress.     With   a  light  and  unencumbered  band,  Moore  determined: 
to  pass  the  river,  &  surprize  the  enemy  in  their  woods.  -' 

"  The  silent  hour  of  n.idnight  was  chosen  for  the  attempt;  he  marched  five 
miles  up  the  valley,  &,  favored  by  the  darkness,  would  infallibly  have  suc- 
ceeded in  the  enterprise,  had  not  his  bold  and  judicious  plans  been  frustrated  by 
tlie  unrestrained  impetuosity  of  his  men.  The  negroes  were  alarmed  by  a 
premature  shout,  rushed  to  their  arms,  &  fought  with  desperation.  Being 
allowed  no  time  to  conceal  themselves  amongst  the  rocks  in  their  usual  mode 
of  fighting,  they  repeatedly  charged  with  fury,  &  were  repulsed  with  loss. 
They  once  indeed  drew  the  troops  into  ambush,  &  displayed  no  little  military 
skill  in  retreating  to  a  narrow  pass,  where  they   obtained  decided  advantage 

*  Maroons  probably  are  meant  here.    T.  W.  II. 
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against  a  superiority  of  numbers.  With  stones  and  branches  of  trees,  hurled 
from  the  rocks  above,  they  committed  a  dreadful  carnage,  &.  the  action  at 
Bagnals  almost  assumed  the  name  of  a  battle.  Eut  it  was  no  victory  to  either 
party.  Attacked,  on  every  side,  by  a  foe  whose  movements  could  never  be 
traced  or  seen,  &  reduced  to  the  resources  of  his  own  mind  to  extricate  himself 
from  a  hazardous  situation,  where  he  could  neither  remain  with  safety,  nor 
retire  witli  honour,  Moore  displayed  a  prudent  intrepcdity  which  compensated 
for  the  inexperience  of  his  men,  &  the  novel  difficulties  of  a  savage  mode  of 
war.  His  fears  were  not  without  foundation,  nor  his  precautions  without  effect: 
for  he  heard  the  well-known  shell  sounding  in  his  rear,  far  back  in  the  woods, 
&  with  timely  speed  he  retreated  by  another  pass,  found  means  to  alarm  the 
troops  he  had  left  in  the  vale,  &  as  morning  broke,  the  slaves  found  them- 
selves surrounded,  cut  off  from  the  dark  recesses  of  their  forests,  &  surprised 
in  an  open  country.  With  desperate  fury  they  fought  to  the  last;  some  were, 
however,  taken  prisoners,  &  were  executed  with  a  degree  of  solemnity  which 
might  strike,  it  was  hoped,  a  seasonable  terror  into  the  breasts  of  those  who 
yet  remained  in  arms.  The  records  of  crime  &  punishment  can  hardly  equal, 
or  excuse,  the  horrible  barbarities  k.  exquisite  tortures  which  were  inflicted  by, 
&  upon,  these  condemned  rebels. — Many  of  their  countrymen  were,  however, 
still  left  to  revenge  their  death,  and,  with  their  women  &  children,  resolved 
rather  to  die  by  their  own  hands  than  to  yield  to  the  fate  they  had  now  cause 
to  apprehend.  But  a  milder  sentiment,  urged  by  uie  authority  of  the  leaders,  or 
enforced,  perhaps,  by  the  neighborhood  of  Maroons,  at  length  prevailed;  &  a 
suppliant  crowd  repaired  to  the  Governor-s  quarters,  to  learn  their  fate  from 
the  mouth  of  their  Conqueror.  They  implored,  &  experienced,  the  clemency 
they  had  so  little  reason  to  expect :  peace  was  granted  to  them;  &  they  were 
soon  convinced,  by  the  liberal  distribution  of  reward  &  punishment,  that  the 
friendship  of  their  masters  was  preferable  to  their  enmity.  About  ninety  white 
persons  were  the  victims  of  this  rebellion: — of  the  rebels  more  than  four 
hundred  were  slain; — many  destroyed  themselves  in  the  woods; — &  about  six 
hundred  were  transported  to  the  Bay  of  Honduras." 

After  the  conclusion  of  these  troubles  Lt.  Gov.  Moore  proceeded  to  England, 
where  his  energetic  suppression  of  the  Rebellion  of  the  Slaves  and  his  good 
government  of  Jamaica,  procured  for  him  a  Baronetcy  on  the  29th  Jany.,  1764, 
and  the  appointment  of  Governor  of  New  York  in  July  following.  He  filled 
the  latter  office  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  11th  September,  1769. 
He  left  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter.  The  former,  Sir  Jno.  H.  Moore, 
gucceeilcd  to  tie  title,  but  dying  without  issue  in  1780  the  Baronetcy  became 
extinct.  The  Arms  are,  Ermine,  three  greyhounds  courant  sa.  Crest,  a. 
Moorcock  holding  in  the  beak  a  branch  of  heath  ppr.  The  family,  it  is  sup« 
posed,  were  originally  from  Leicestershire. 
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TO  THE  BETEAYED  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  CITY  AND 
COLONY  OF  NEW  YOM. 

My  dear  fellow-citizens  and  countrymen, 

In  a  day  when  tlie  minions  of  tyranny  and  despotism  in  tlie 
mother  country  and  the  colonies,  are  indefatigable  in  lading  every 
snare  that  their  malevolent  and  corrupt  hearts  can  suggest,  to 
enslave  a  free  people,  when  this  unfortunate  country  has  been 
striving  under  many  disadvantages  for  three  years  past,  to 
preserve  their  freedom ;  Avhich  to  an  Englishman  is  as  dear  as 
his  life, — when  the  merchants  of  this  city  and  the  capital  towns 
on  the  continent,  have  nobly  and  cheerfully  sacrificed  their 
private  interest  to  the  public  good,  rather  than  to  promote  the 
designs  of  the  enemies  of  our  happy  constitution  :  It  might 
justly  be  expected,  that  in  this  day  of  constitutional  light,  the 
representatives  of  this  colony  would  not  be  so  hardy,  nor  be  so 
lost  to  all  sense  of  duty  to  their  constituents,  (especially  after  the 
laudable  example  of  the  colonies  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  South 
Carohna  before  them)  as  to  betray  the  trust  committed  to  them. 
This  they  have  done  in  passing  the  vote  to  give  the  troops  a 
thousand  pounds  out  of  any  monies  that  may  be  in  the  treasury, 
and  another  thousand  out  of  the  money  that  may  be  issued,  to  be 
put  out  on  loan,  which  the  colony  will  be  obliged  to  make  good, 
whether  the  bill  for  that  purpose  does  or  does  not  obtain  the 
royal  assent ;  and  that  they  have  betrayed  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  will  appear  from  the  following  consideration,  to  wit  : 
That  the  ministry  are  waiting  to  see  whether  the  colonies,  under 
their  distressed  circumstances,  will  divide  on  any  of  the  grand 
points  which  they  are  united  in,  and  contending  for,  with  the 
mother  country  ;  by  which  they  may  carry  their  designs  against 
the  colonies,  and  keep  in  administration. — For  if  this  should  not 
take  place,  the  acts  must  be  repealed ;  which  will  be  a  reflection 
on  their  conduct,  and  will  bring  the  reproach  and  clamour  of  the 
nation  on  them,  for  the  loss  of  trade  to  the  empire,  which  their 
malconduct  has  occasioned. 

Our  granting  money  to  the  troops,  is  implicitly  acknowledging 
the  authority  that  enacted  the  revenue  acts,  and  their  being 
obligatory  on  us,  as  these  acts  were  enacted  for  the  express 
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purpose  of  taking  money  out  of  our  pockets  without  our  consent ; 
and  to  provide  for  the  defending  and  support  of  government  in 
America  j  which  revenue  we  say  by  our  grant  of  money,  is  not 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  3  therefore  we  supply  the 
deficiency. 

This  was  the  point  of  view  in  which  these  acts  were  considered, 
by  the  Massachusetts  and  South  Carolina  Assemblies,  and  to 
prevent  that  dangerous  construction,  refuted  it.  On  this  impor- 
tant point  we  have  differed  with  these  sj^irited  colonies,  and  do 
implicitly  approve  of  all  the  tyrannical  conduct  of  the  ministry 
to  the  Bostonians,  and  by  implication  censure  their  laudable  and 
patriotic  denial.  For  if  they  did  right  (which  every  sensible 
American  thinks  they  did)  in  refusing  to  pay  the  billeting  money, 
sui'ely  we  have  done  wrong,  very  wrong,  in  giving  it.  But  our 
Assembly  says,  that  tliey  do  their  duty  in  granting  money  to 
the  troops  :  Consequently  the  Massachusetts  Assembly  did  not 
do  theirs,  in  not  obeying  the  ministerial  mandate.  If  this  is  not 
a  division  in  this  grand  point,  I  know  not  what  is  :  And  I  doubt 
not  but  the  ministry  will  let  us  know  it  is  to  our  cost ;  for  it 
will  furnish  them  with  arguments  and  fresh  courage.  Is  this  a 
grateful  retaliation  to  that  brave  and  sensible  people,  for  the 
spirited  and  early  notice  they  took  of  the  suspending  act  ?  No, 
it  is  base  ingratitude,  and  betraying  the  common  cause  of  liberty. 

To  what  other  influence  than  the  deserting  the  American 
cause,  can  the  ministry  attribute  so  pusillanimous  a  conduct,  as 
this  is  of  the  Assembly  5  so  repugnant  and  subversive  of  all 
the  means  we  have  used,  and  opposition  that  has  been  made  by 
this  and  the  other  colonies,  to  the  tyrannical  conduct  of  the  British 
Parliament !  to  no  other.  Can  there  be  a  more  ridiculous  farce 
to  impose  on  the  people  than  for  the  Assembly  to  vote  their 
thanks  to  be  given  to  the  merchants,  for  entering  into  an  agree- 
ment not  to  import  goods  from  Britain,  until  the  revenue  acts 
should  be  repealed,  while  they  at  the  same  time  counteract  it 
by  countenancing  British  acts,  and  complying  with  ministerial 
requisitions,  incompatible  with  our  freedom?  Surely  they 
cannot. 

And  what  makes  the  Assembly's  granting  tliis.  money  the 
more  grievous,  is,  that  it  goes  to  the  support  of  troops  kept  here 
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not  to  protect  but  to  enslave  us  :  Has  not  the  truth  of  tliis 
remark  been  lately  exemplified  in  the  audacious,  domineering 
and  inhuman  Major  Pullaine,  who  ordered  a  guard  to  protect  a 
sordid  miscreant,  that  transgressed  the  laudable  non-importation 
agreement  of  the  merchants,  in  order  to  break  that,  whicli  is  the 
only  means  left  them,  under  God,  to  baffle  the  designs  of  their 
enemies  to  enslave  this  continent  ?  This  consideration  alone 
ought  to  be  sufficient  to  induce  a  free  people,  not  to  grant  the 
troops  any  supply  whatsoever,  if  we  had  no  dispute  with  the 
mother  country,  that  made  it  necessary  not  to  concede  anything 
that  might  destroy  our  freedom  ;  reasons  of  economy  and  good 
policy  suggest  that  w^e  ought  not  to  grant  the  troops  money. 

Whoever  is  the  least  acquainted  with  the  English  history, 
must  know,  that  grants  frequently  made  to  the  crown,  is  not  to 
be  refused,  but  W'ith  some  degree  of  danger  of  disturbing  the 
repose  of  the  Kingdom  or  Colony.  This  evinces  the  expediency 
of  our  stopping  these  grants  now,  while  we  are  embroiled  with 
the  mother  country,  that  so  we  may  not,  after  the  grand  contro- 
versy is  settled,  have  a  new  bone  of  contention  about  the  billeting 
money ;  which  must  be  the  case  if  we  do  not  put  an  end  to  it  at 
this  time :  for  the  colony,  in  its  impoverished  state,  cannot 
support  a  charge  which  amounts  to  near  as  much  per  annum,  as 
all  the  other  expenses  of  the  government  besides. 

Hence  it  follows  that  the  assembly  have  not  been  attentive  to 
the  liberties  of  the  continent,  nor  to  the  property  of  the  good 
people  of  this  colony  in  particular,  w'e  must  therefore  attribute 
this  sacrifice  of  the  public  interest,  to  some  corrupt  source. 
This  is  very  manifest  in  the  guilt  and  confusion  that  covered  the 
faces  of  the  perfidious  abettors  of  this  measure,  when  the  house 
was  in  debate  on  the  subject.  M"^  Golden  knows  from  the  nature 
of  things,  that  he  cannot  have  the  least  prospect  to  be  in  admin- 
istration again  ;  and  therefore,  that  he  may  make  hay  while  the 
sun  shines,  and  get  a  full  salary  from  the  Assembly,  flatters  the 
ignorant  members  of  it,  wdth  the  consideration  of  the  success  of 
a  bill  to  emit  a  paper  currency  ;  when  he  and  his  artful  coadju- 
tors must  know,  that  it  is  only  a  snare  to  impose  on  the  simple ; 
for  it  will  not  obtain  the  royal  assent.  But  while  he  is  solicitous 
to  obtain  his  salary,  he  must  attend  to  his  posterity,  and  as  some 
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of  his  children  hold  offices  under  the  government,  if  he  did  not 
procm-e  an  obedience  to  his  requisition,  or  do  his  duty  in  case 
the  Assembly  refused  the  billeting  money,  by  dissolving  them, 
his  children  might  be  in  danger  of  losing  their  offices.  If  he 
dissolved  the  assembly  they  would  not  give  him  his  salary. 

The  De  Lancy  family  knowing  the  ascendancy  they  have  in 
the  present  liouse  of  Assembly,  and  how  useful  that  influence 
will  be  to  tlieir  ambitious  designs,  to  manage  a  new  Governour, 
have  left  no  stone  unturned  to  prevent  a  dissolution.  The 
Assembly,  conscious  to  themselves,  of  having  trampled  on  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  and  fearing  their  just  resentments  on  such 
an  event,  are  equally  careful  to  preserve  their  seats,  expecting 
that  if  they  can  do  it  at  this  critical  juncture,  as  it  is  imagined 
the  grand  controversy  will  be  settled  this  winter,  they  will  serve 
for  seven  years  ;  in  which  time  they  hope  the  people  will  forget 
the  present  injuries  done  to  them.  To  secure  these  several 
objects,  the  De  Lancy  family,  like  true  politicians,  although  they 
were  to  all  appearance  at  mortal  odds  with  M'"  Golden,  and 
represented  him  in  all  companies  as  an  enemy  to  his  country, 
yet  a  coalition  is  now  formed  in  order  to  secure  to  them  the 
sovereign  lordship  of  this  colony.  The  effect  of  which,has  given 
birth  to  the  abominable  vote,  by  wliich  the  liberties  of  the  people 
are  betrayed.  In  short,  they  have  brought  matters  to  such  a 
pass,  that  all  the  checks  resulting  from  tlie  form  of  our  happy 
constitution  are  destroyed.  The  Assembly  might  as  well  invite 
the  council  to  save  the  trouble  of  formalities,  to  take  their  seats 
in  the  house  of  Assembly,  and  place  the  Lieut.  Governor  in  the 
Speaker's  chair,  and  tlien  there  would  be  no  wat  of  time  in 
going  from  house  to  house,  and  his  honour  would  have  the 
pleasure  to  seei  how  zealous  his  former  enemies  are  in  promoting 
his  interest  to  serve  themselves.  Is  this  a  state  to  be  rested  in, 
when  our  all  is  at  a  stake  ?  No,  my  countrymen,  rouse  !  Imitate 
the  noble  example  of  the  friends  of  liberty  in  England  ;  who, 
rather  than  be  enslaved,  contend  for  their  right  with  k — g,  lords 
and  commons.  And  will  you  suffer  your  liberties  to  be  torn 
from  you,  by  your  representatives  ?  Tell  it  not  in  Boston  ; 
publish  it  not  in  the  streets  of  Charles-Town !  You  have 
means    yet  left  to    preserve  a    unanimity    with    the    brave 
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Bostouians  and  Carolinians ;  and  to  prevent  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  designs  of  tyrants.  The  house  was  so  nearly 
divided,  on  tlie  subject  of  granting  the  money  in  the  way  the 
vote  passed,  that  one  would  have  prevented  it ;  you  have, 
therefore,  a  respectable  minority.  What  I  would  advise 
to  be  done  is,  to  assemble  in  the  fields,  on  Monday  next, 
where  your  sense  ought  to  be  taken  on  this  important  point ; 
notwithstanding  the  impudence  of  Mr.  Jauncey,  in  his  declaring 
in  the  house  that  he  had  consulted  his  constituents,  and 
that  they  were  for  giving  money.  After  this  is  done,  go 
in  a  body  to  your  members,  and  insist  on  their  joining  with 
the  minority,  to  oppose  the  bill ;  if  they  dare  refuse  your  just 
requisition,  appoint  a  committee  to  draw  up  a  state  of  the 
whole  matter,  and  send  it  to  the  speakers  of  the  several  houses 
of  assembly  on  the  continent,  and  to  the  friends  of  our  cause  in 
England,  and  publish  it  in  the  news-papers,  that  the  whole  world 
may  know  your  sentiments  on  tliis  matter,  in  the  only  way  your 
circumstance  will  admit.  And  I  am  confident  it  will  spirit  the 
the  friends  of  our  cause  and  chagrin  our  enemies.  Let  the 
notification  to  call  the  people  be  so  expressed,  that  whoever 
absents  himself,  will  be  considered  as  agreeing  to  what  may  be 
done  by  such  as  shall  meet ;  — and  that  you  may  succeed,  is  the 
unfeigned  desire  of  A  SON  OF  LIBERTY 

New  York,  Dec.  17,  1769. 


By  the  Honourable  Cadwallader 
Golden  Esquire  his  Majesty's  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Province  of  New  York  and  the  Territories 
depending  thereon  in  America, 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  a  certain  seditious  and  libelous  Paper  was  lately 
printed  published  and  dispersed  within  the  City  of  New  York 
%ted  New^  York  December  16*^  1769  directed  in  these  Words— 
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"  To  the  Betrayed  Inhabitants  of  the  City  and  Colony  of  New 
,  York"  and  containing  many  insolent  daring  and  infamous  Reflec- 
tions on  the  Honour  Dignity  and  Authority  of  the  three  Branches 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  said  Province ;  Which  having  been 
taken  into  Consideration  by  the  General  Assembly,  The  House 
did  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  December  Instant,  come  to  the 
following  Resolutions  thereupon. 

"  Resolved  that  the  said  Paper  is  a  false  seditious  and  infamous 
Libr.l. 

Resolved  Nemine  Contradicente  that  the  said  Paper  highly 
reflects  on  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  House,  is  calculated  to 
inflame  the  Minds  of  the  good  People  of  tliis  Colony  against 
their  Representatives  in  General  Assembly,  and  contains 
scandalous  Reflections  on  tlie  three  Branches  of  the  Legislature. 

Resolved  Nemine  Contradicente  that  the  proposal  therein 
contained  to  come  down  in  a  Body  to  the  House,  is  an  Audacious 
Attempt  to  destroy  the  Freedom  and  Independence  of  this  House, 
and  consequently  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  Colony,  introductive  of  Anarchy  and  Confusion,  and 
Subversive  of  the  Fundamental  Principles  of  our  Happy 
Constitution. 

Resolved  Nemine  Contradicente  that  the  Author  or  Authors 
Aiders  and  Abettors  of  the  said  Paper,  is  or  are  guilty  of  a  high 
l\Iisdemeanour  ;*  and  a  daring  insult  on  the  Honor  Justice  and 
Authority  of  this  House. 

Resolved  Nemine  Contradicente  that  an  Humble  Address  be 
presented  to  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  requesting  he 
will  be  pleased  to  issue  a  Proclamation  offering  a  Reward  of  one 
hundred  Pounds  to  any  Person  or  Persons  who  shall  Discover 
the  Author  or  Autliors,  Aiders  and  Abettors  of  the  above  recited 
Paper,  so  that  they  may  be  brought  to  condign  Punishment — 

I  have  therefore  thouglit  fit  by  and  with  the  Advice  of  his 
Majesty's  Council  to  issue  this  Proclamation,  hereby  in  his 
Majesty's  Name  offering  a  Reward  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  to 
any  Person  or  Persons,  who  shall  discover  the  Author  or  Authors 
Aiders  and  Abettors  of  the  above  mentioned  Seditious  Paper  so 
printed  publislied  and  dispersed  as  aforesaid  ;  so  that  he  or  they 
be  tliereof  convicted  :  And  over  and  above  tlie  said  Reward  I  do 
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hereby  promise  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  Pardon  to  any 
Accomplice  or  Accomplices,  who  shall  discover  the  Author  or 
Authors  Aiders  or  Abettors  of  the  seditious  Paper  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Arms  at  Fort  George  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  the  twentieth  day  of  December  One  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty  nine,  in  the  tenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of 
our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Third  by  the  Grace  of  God  of 
Great  Britain  France  and  Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  Faith 
and  so  forth. 


By  his  Honour's 
Command. 
G^  Banyar 
D  Sectry 


i^^, 


God  save  the  King. 


By  the  Honourable  Cadwallader 
Golden  Esquire  his  Majesty's  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  ot  the 
Province  of  New  York  and  the  Territories 
depending  thereon  in  America. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  a  certain  seditious  paper  was  lately  printed  published 
and  dispersed  in  this  City  directed  "  To  the  Publick"  in  the 
words  following. 

"  The  Spirit  of  the  Times  renders  it  necessary  for  the 
"  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  to  convene  in  order  effectually  to 
"  avert  the  Destructive  Consequences  of  the  late  base  inglorious 
"  Conduct  of  our  General  Assembly,  who  have  in  opposition  to 


PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  CITY  OF  NEW- YORK.        535 

"  tlie  loud  and  general  Voice  of  tlielr  Constituents  ;  the  Dictates  of 
"  sound  Policy,  the  ties  of  Gratitude,  and  the  glorious  Struggle 
"  we  have  engaged  in  for  our  invaluable  Eirth  Rights,  dared  to 
"  vote  supplies  to  the  Troops  without  the  least  Shadow  of  a 
"  pretext  for  their  pernicious  Grant — the  most  eligible  place  will 
"be  in  the  Fields  near  M^'  De  la  Montague's,  and  the  time— 
"  between  10  &  11  o'clock  in  the  morning,  where  We  doubt  not 
"  every  friend  to  his  Country  will  attend." 

"  LEGION." 

Which  Paper  having  been  taken  into  Consideration  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  said  Province,  the  House  did  on  the 
nineteenth  Day  of  December  Instant  come  to  the  following 
Resolutions  thereupon. 

Resolved  Nemine  Contradicente,  that  the  said  Paper  is  an 
infamous  Libel,  and  contains  a  Scandalous  Reflection  on  the 
Conduct  Honor  and  Dignity  of  this  House. 

Resolved  Nemine  Contradicente  that  tlie  Author  or  Authors 
of  the  said  Paper  is  and  are  Guilty  of  a  high  Misdemeanour. 

Resolved  Nemine  Contradicente,  that  an  Humble  Address  be 
presented  to  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  requesting  he 
wiU  be  pleased  to  Issue  a  Proclamation  offering  a  Reward  of  fifty 
pounds,  to  any  Person  or  Persons  who  shall  discover  the  Author 
or  Authors  of  the  above  recited  Paper,  so  that  they  may  be 
brought  to  condign  punishment. 

I  have  therefore  thought  fit  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his 
Majesty's  Council  to  issue  this  Proclamation ;  hereby  in  his 
Majesty's  Name  offering  a  Reward  of  Fifty  pounds  to  any  Person 
or  Persons  who  shall  discover  the  Author  or  Authors  of  the  above 
mentioned  Paper,  so  that  he  or  they  be  thereof  convicted  :  And 
over  and  above  the  said  Reward  I  do  hereby  promise  his  Majesty's 
most  gracious  Pardon  to  any  accomplice  or  accomplices  who 
shall  discover  the  Author  or  Authors  of  the  Seditious  Paper 
aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Arms  at  Fort  George  in  the 
City  of  New  York  the  Twentieth  Day  of  December  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty  Nine,  in  the  Tenth  year  of  the  Reign  of 
our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  third  by  the  Grace  of  God  of 
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Great  Britain  France  and  Ireland  King  Defender  of  tlie  Faith 
and  so  forth. 


By  his  Honour's 
Command. 
Gw  Banyar 
D  Sectry 


'^^, 


God  save  the  King. 


•,•  On  the  20th  Dec.  John  L4mb,  afterwards  a  Captain  in  Montgomery's 
expedition  against  Canada,  and  since  known  as  General  Lamb,  was  brought 
before  the  Assembly  on  the  Speaker's  warrant  and  examined,  on  the  following 
day,  touching  his  conduct  regarding  the  two  preceding  "  Libels,"  As  it  did 
not  appear  that  he  had  acted  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Citizens  on  the  18th  in 
consequence  of  those  obnoxious  papers,  though  it  is  stated  that  he  was  the 
proposer  of  the  Resolutions  there,  he  was  discharged.  Gen'l  Lamb,  after  seeing 
considerable  service  through  the  Revolutionary  ^V'ar,  died  in  New  York  "in 
poverty  and  distress"  on  the  31  May,  18(J0,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age.  The 
lAfe  and  Times  of  Gen.  Lamb  were  published  in  the  course  of  the  last  year  by 
Isaac  Q.  Leake,  Esq.,  to  which  work  the  reader  is  referred  for  further  particu- 
lars relative  to  this  Patriot. 

Meanwhile  the  reward  ofiered  by  government  for  the  discovery  of  the  author 
of  the  above  addresses,  had  the  effect  of  stimulating  informers.  A  journeyman 
in  the  employ  of  James  Parker,  the  printer  of  a  newspaper  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  made  some  disclosures  which  procured  the  arrest  of  his  employer  on  the 
7  Feb.  1770.  Parker  being  at  the  time  a  clerk  in  the  post  office  was  threatened 
with  dismissal  unless  he  disclosed  the  name  of  the  author.  He  made  certain 
avowals,  and  Capt.  AiEXANDEii  McDougal  was  arrested,  and  on  refusing  to 
give  bail,  committed  to  prison.  A  Bill  w  ts  found  against  him  at  the  ensuing 
April  term,  and  on  consenting  to  give  bail  in  the  sum  of  ^lUUO,  he  was  set  at 
liberty,  but  the  suit  never  was  iirosecuted.  On  the  2Uth  Dec.  following 
McDougal  was  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  the  Assembly  as  "  the  suppose  !  author 
or  publisher"  of  the  address  signed  "  A  Son  of  Liberty."  He  pleaded,  in  reply, 
that  as  the  grand  jury  and  Ass  nbly  I'ad  declaretl  the  paper  in  question  to  be  a 
libel,  he  had  nothing  to  say  further  than,  being  under  prosecution  aheaily  in 
(he  Supreme  Court,  he  conceived  it  would  be  an  infraction  of  the  laws  of 
Justice  to  punisli  a  British  subject  twice  for  the  same  offence,  for  that  no  line 
could  be  run — he  might  be  punished  without  end.  This  defence  was  voted  <'  a 
high  contempt,"  and  iMcDougal  was  senttojiiil,  M  ssrs  Gale,  Van  Cortlandt, 
Col.  Woodhull,  Capt.  Seaman  and  Mr  Clinton  voting  in  the  negative.  A  writ 
of  Habeas  Corpus  was  sued  out  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  course  of  (he  fol- 
low ng  month,  to  which  it  was  returned  that  the  prisoner  was  "  committed  by 
a  warrant  of  the  Speaker  for  a  contempt  of  the  authority  of  this  House."  The 
Assembly  was  eventually  prorogued  on  the  4th  March,  1771,  when  Mr  McDougal 
was  liberated  after  an  irrprisonment  of  81  days.  His  recognizance  was  dis- 
charged on  the  27th  of  same  month  after  being  under  bonds  nearly  twelve 
months  and  actually  suffering  twenty-four  weeks  imprisonmen',  in  consequence 
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of  both  these  arrests.  He  was  subsequently  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Conven- 
tion, and  in  1775  was  appointed  Colonel  of  the  1st  N.  Y.  Uegt.  He  rose  in  the 
course  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution  (1776)  to  the  rank  of  Brigr  General,  and 
in  1777  to  that  of  Majr  Genl  in  the  U.  S.  army;  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
N.  Y.  State  Senate  from  1784  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  June,  1786.  He 
is  represented  by  one  Author,  as  a  native  of  Scotland;  Allen's  Biograph.  Diet, 
states  that  he  was  the  son  of  a  Scotchman  who  sold  milk  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  and  that  he  was  not  ashamed  to  acknowledge  that  when  a  boy  he  assisted 
his  father.  For  furtlier  particulars  See,  Journ.  of  N.  Y.  Prov:  Convention,  and 
American  Archives  bth  Series,  Vol.1.    Ed. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF  REV.  Mk.  DUBOIS  OF  NEW-YORK. 

[  Note  to  p.  447.  ] 

The  Revd.  GuALTHERUS  du  Bois,  Minister  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of 
the  city  of  New-York,  was  born  in  the  year  1671,  at  Streef-Kerk,  in  the  Province 
of  Holland,  of  which  place  his  father,  Dome  Petrus  du  Bois,  was  at  the  time 
pastor.  The  latter  removing  subsequently  to  Amsterdam,  Gualtherus  passed 
with  great  credit  through  the  Latin  school  of  that  city,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  was  sent  to  the  university  at  Leyilen,  where  he  studied  humanity, 
science,  philosophy  and  theology  under  Professors  Van  Es,  Hollebeck,  Van 
Peenen  and  Francius.  After  having  "sate  six  years  at  the  feet  of  these  four 
Gamaliels,"  he  returned  to  Amsterdam,  and  underwent  his  preparatory  exami- 
nation on  the  1st  July,  1697,  before  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

He  received  a  call  in  the  course  of  a  couple  of  j-ears  after  from  the  congrega- 
tion at  New-York,  before  which  he  made  his  debut  on  the  last  Sunday  of  October, 
U]99,  being  then  in  the  28th  year  of  his  age. 

He  served  uninterruptedly  and  faithfully  in  this  church  for  upwards  of  half  a 
century,  devoting  all  his  learning  and  energies  to  the  advancement  of  religion. 
He  preached  for  the  last  time  on  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  Sept.,  1751.  After 
service,  he  returned  home  to  prepare  for  a  visit  to  Bergen,  N.  J.,  where  he  was 
to  administer  the  Lord's  Supper  on  the  following  Monday.  But  he  was  seized 
in  his  study  by  a  most  oppressive  sense  of  suffocation,  accompanied  by  an 
universal  cold  and  clammy  sweat,  and  followed  by  excruciating  pains  in  the 
head,  arms  and  legs.  These  continued  three  or  four  days,  but  he  rallied  at  the 
close  of  the  week  and  felt  so  much  better,  that  it  was  presumed  he  was  suffering 
only  from  a  cold,  caught  on  his  return  from  preaching  in  consequence  of  a 
change  in  the  weather.  He  continued  to  improve  until  5  o'clock  j).  m.  on 
Monday  when  he  had  a  return  of  the  attack,  which  increased,  accompanied  with 
great  pain,  not^v  ithstanding  all  the  art  of  medicine  and  the  attention  of  friends, 
80  that  he  cou!J  not  rest,  neither  in  nor  out  of  bed.  His  stomach  now  rejected 
all  sustenance,  and  he  quietly  sunk,  on  the  following  day,  into  the  arms  of  the 
Lord.  "I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  and  that  I  am  his  servant,"  was  his 
confiding  reply  shortly  before  his  death,  when  asked  if  he  did  not  fear  eternity  • 
.idding  from  2  Cor.,  5.,  "  For  we  know,  if  our  earthly  house  of  this  habitation 
be  dissolved,  that  we  have  a  building  of  God,  a  house  not  made  with  hands, 
eternal  in  heaven."  > 
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The  Revd  Mr  Du  Bois  was  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  the  80th  year  of  his 
age,  and  in  the  52d  of  his  ministry  in  New-York.  His  funeral  sermon  was 
preached  on  the  13th  Octoh.,  1751,  by  his  successor  the  Revd  Lambertus  de 
Ronde,  who  had  served  the  Church  in  Surinam  for  four  years  and  a  half,  and 
had  been  called  to  assist  the  Revd  Mr  Dubois  only  some  months  before  the  lat- 
ter's  death.  This  Sermon,  from  which  we  have  gleaned  the  above  particulars, 
was  printed  in  N.  Y.  by  Hendricus  de  Foreest,  anno  1752,  and  is  to  be  found  in 
the  N.  Y.  State  Library.  Ed. 


